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ABSTRACT 

In response to the increased emphasis on parent 
involvement in schools, the Parent Involvement in Education Project 
(PIEP) conducted a comprehensive six-year study of the attitudes and 
current practices of teacher educators, teachers, principals, 
parents, and school administrators in a six state region (Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas). This final 
report in the study describes a survey questionnaire distributed to 
over 1,000 parents in New Orleans, Dallas, San Antonio, and Houston*. 
The previous parent survey (1982) did not obtain sufficient response 
from urban populations to provide a complete information base. Survey 
results support previous findings about parents' involvement and 
interest in educational matters. In addition, the report recommends 
actions for both parents and educators to increase and sustain parent 
involvement. Contents covered in the report include the following: 
background information; project plan; major activities and 
accomplishments; major conclusions and recommendations; significance 
of project accomplishments; deliverables; selected references; and 
attachments. Included in the attachments is a sample copy of the 
parent involvement questionnaire as well as extensive tables 
summarizing project dr-ta. (DST) 
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ABSTRACT 



Parent involvement in the education of children school is being 
touted as a major component of reforms to improve schools and 
education. Despite this, there is not widespread information about 
what parent involvement embodies from the perspectives parents and 
educators. This lack of information has not diminished the calls for 
more involvement in the education, but has new questions raised 
concerning how how to do this. 

This report describes our expanded parent survey conducted to 
help fill this gap. The survey was conducted in four large urban 
areas: New Orleans, Dallas, San Antonio, and Houston. The study 
concentrated in these cities because of a low response from 
!^:x 1ze c1ty P arents previously surveyed. A total of 3103 parents 
(73.8%) returned completed questionnaires. 

Survey results clearly support previous findings that (1) 
parents are very interested in participating in education; (2) 
parents feel teachers need training for parent involvement; (3) 
parents are interested in involvement with educational 
decision-making; (4) parents' involvement interests do not correspond 
to the ways they participate or are allowed to be involved (5) 
parents' interests in involvement with school and educational matters 
differs from how educators see such involvement; (6) there are 
clearly defined areas of involvement for parents and educators to 
initiate or expand upon; (7) there are other areas that could use 
parent involvement, but need more dialogue between parents and 
educators to occur. 

Based upon results, a set of recommendations for parents and 
educators to consider then employ to increase and sustain parent 
involvement. These research-based recommendations should enhance (1) 
parents involvement in schools as well as education; (2) the 
partnership between parents and educators; and (3) both the quality 
as well as the effectiveness of educational efforts. 
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Al. Overview 



A. INTRODUCTION 



Parent involvement in the education of their children both at 
home and at school is a key aspect of efforts to reform schools as 
well as to increase educational excellence, parents and educators 
have equally important roles in the educaticn of learners. To 
effectively carryout these roles, there must be close communication 
and collaboration between the two groups. In doing so, their 
concerted efforts will help ensure quality education, effectiveness 
of schools, and higher academic achievement. 

Many of the recent educational reform measures have explicitly 
indicated what steps should be taken to improve our schools at the 
state and local levels. The enacted reforms call for fundamental 
changes in how basic educational experiences are provided for 
students and for higher standards regarding what students are 
expected to know, understand, and be able to do. For this to be 
accomplished, all of those involved in the educational process have 
been challenged and required to create more viable atmospheres and/or 
conditions where maximum learning success can occur. 

It has become increasingly clear that educators cannot 
accomplish the school/education reforms by themselves. There is a 
need for resources beyond those that educators have traditionally 
employed. The need expanded resources encompasses those that are not 
only human but material and financial as well. Although states have 
legislated mandates to increase the educational resource base, those 
mandates still fall short of what is needed to improve the caliber of 
desired schooling. As a result, educators are turning to sources for 
assistance that they have not fully used before. 

One of the resources educators are calling upon is parents of 
the children in schools. The call to parents is not necessarily a 
new one, but it appears to be a different kind of appeal for help. 
Historically, parents have been involved in the education of their 
children. For the most part, this involvement has been limited to 
support of school educational efforts or activities. Most parents 
have limited their involvement, to those roles or areas specified by 
educators. Some have taken the initiative to become more broadly 
involved, while others, for a variety of reasons, have not been 
involved at all. As a result, the heightened appeal from educators 
to parents has produced a mixed response but seldom at the level 
educators believe they need for improving schools. 

The fact that parents appear to have not responded to the 
appeals of educators for more school involvement is not indicative of 
their interest in improving schools and education. More importantly, 
it is the school milieu that has the more profound effect on parents' 
involvement with the education of their children. In particular, 
this includes school atmosphere, school staff attitudes toward parent 
involvement, family/ community ve.r^bles, kinds of parent involvement 
opportunities available, district attitudes about parent involvement, 



and oarents' perceptions of schools as well as school staff. More 
needs to be known about these factors so that p: *ent responses to the 
call for increased involvement from educators can be better 
understood. 

SEDL's Parent Involvement In Education Project (PIEP) has 
conducted a series of surveys to obtain more information about 
different aspects of parent involvement in education from the 
perspectives of key stakeholder groups. Parents, teachers 
principals, teacher educators, school administrators, and state 
education agency officials are the groups with which the Surveys were 
conducted. The PIEP was interested in not only obtaining viewpoints 
about parent nyolvement from these stakeholders but also wanted to 
examine the similarities and differences of such feelings among 
them. This information will not only be useful in providing 
important parent involvement insights from different perspectives but 
also can serve as the basis for developing strategies to enhance the 
effectiveness of parent involvement in education. 

Further, the insights provided by survey participants can 
underpin the development of ways to train elementary teachers and 
administrators for parent involvement. The three valuable uses of 
the survey data have aided the PIEP to become an important resource 
for those interested in or looking for methods of improving schools 
and education through parent involvement. 

In order to ensure that tht- survey included a diversity of 
participants from the educational community in SEDL's region, this 
year s survey focused on parents in the larger cities of the six 
states. A population of 500,000 or more based upon the 1980 Census 
figures was used to designate a city for inclusion. The previous 
parent survey (1982) did not obtain enough responses from parents in 
these kinds of cities. PIEP staff could not speak with as much 
certainty about parent opinions concerning parent involvement without 
insights from parents in these locations. Having data from parents 
in large size cities increases the comprehensiveness of the parent 
involvement information base and the extent to which it has practical 
application for various school /community settings. 

A. 2 Operational Definitions 

For clarity, the following operational definitions are provided: 

1. P arent Involvement - any of a variety of activities that 
allow parents to participate in the educational process at 
home or in school, such as information exchange, decision 
sharing, volunteer services for schools, home 
tutoring/teaching, and child advocacy. 

2 « Preservice Training - preparation of students in teacher 
training programs, preparation of prospective teachers. 

3 « Inservice Training - extended preparation of teachers 
employed in schools. 
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4. Stakeholders - those persons most likely to be involved in 
parent involvement efforts (e.g., parents, teachers, 
principals, school board members, superintendents. 

5. Home Tutor Role - parents helping their own children at home 
with educational activities or school assignments. 

6. Audience Role - parents receiving information about their 
cmld s progress or about the school. Parents may be asked 
to come to the school for special events (e.g., school Dlav. 
special program, etc.). K J 

7 * School Prog ram Supporter Role - parents involved in comingto 
the school to assist in events; for example, chaperoning a 
party or field trip, taking tickets at a fund-raising 
dinner, or such activities. 

8. Co-Learner Rola - parents involved in workshops where they 
and school staff learn about child development or other 
topics related to education. 

9 - Paid School Staff Role - parents are employed in the school 
as part ot the school's paid staff (e.g., classroom aides, 
assistant teachers, parent educators, etc.). 

10. Advocate Role - parents serve as activists or spokespersons 
on issues regarding school policies, services for their own 
child, or community concerns related to the schools. 

u * Decision-Maker Role - parents involved as co-equals with 
scnool staff in either educational decisions or decisions 
relating to governance of the school. 

12. SEA Officials - persons in state education agencies 
identified as having program responsibility related to some 
aspect of parent involvement (e.g., director of federal 
programs, etc.). 

13. LEA Officials - persons in local education agencies 
identified as having program responsibility for some aspect 
of parent involvement training (e.g. inservice education 
directors). 

14. I HE Officials - persons in institutions of higher education 
identified as having program responsibility in some aspect 
of parent involvement training (e.g., chairperson of 
elementary education department). 
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B. Background 

Bl. Previous Work 

a* Summary of Goals, Objectives, and Problems 

In response to the increased emphasis on parent involvement in 
schools, the Parent Involvement in Education Project (PIEP) has 
conducted a comprehensive six-year study of the attitudes and current 
pract ces of teacher educators, teachers, principals, parents.and 
school administrators in SEDL's six state region (Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas). A major 
assumption of this study was that an increase in parent involvement 
would also increase the job demands on teachers. In addition to 
their duties related to classroom instruction, this expanded role 
focusing on parent involvement would require teachers to increase 
their interaction with parents. In order to determine whether and/or 
how teacher training should be changed to reflect this larger 
professional role, PIEP surveyed each of the stakeholder groups. 

Yea . r 0ne: Durin 9 the first year of the study, 575 professors in 
colleges of education were asked about their attitudes towards parent 
involvement and about their current practices in training teachers 
how to work with parents. The results of this survey indicated that 
teacher educators favored the general idea of parent involvement and 
thought teachers should receive training focused on working with 
parents. However, there was no clear consensus either about the most 
appropriate ways for parents to participate in the schools, or about 
the best methods of preparing teachers to work with parents. 

Year Two; In the second year of the study, survey efforts focused on 
asking 873 elementary school teachers and 729 elementary school 
principals about their attitudes towards specific parent involvement 
activities in their schools. Both teachers and principals were also 
asked to make recommendations about training teachers to work with 
parents. The results of this survey indicated that teachers and 
principals had strong, favorable attitudes toward the value and 
importance of parent involvement. However, their descriptions of 
parent involvement activities revealed that their schools did not 
sponsor them in a wide variety. 

Year Three; The fourth survey in the series focused on the parents 
themselves. More than 2000 parents were asked questions about 
attitudes and current practices in parent involvement, similar to the 
questions used with teachers and principals. Instead of questions 
about teacher training, parents were asked how schools might improve 
their parent involvement efforts. The results of this survey 
indicated that parents had very positive attitudes toward parent 
involvement and for increasing parent involvement. The responses of 
parents regarding their own participation in parent involvement 
activities corresponded closely with the description of current 
school practices obtained from teachers and principals. The overall 
responses from parents showed that there was a disparity between 
parents' high level of interest and their low level of actual 
participation. 
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Year Four : in the next three surveys, school governance persons were 
asked about their attitudes and current practices regarding parent 
involvement. Respondents included 1200 school superintendents, 664 
school board presidents, and 30 state education agency officials. 
Respondents were in strong agreement about the importance of parent 
involvement, and they listed parent involvement practices similar to 
the other groups surveyed. School governance officials also 
supported teacher training in parent involvement. 

Year Five: The fifth year's work focused on reviewing the literature 
on training teachers in parent involvement, asking experts with 
experience in parent involvement for their suggestions about training 
teachers for parent involvement, and developing a set of guidelines 
and strategies for training teachers in parent involvement. The 
guidelines and strategies were based on the research of the previous 
four years and used the recommendations of the key stakeholders 
(teacher educators, teachers, principals, parents, and school 
governance officials) in the region. Project staff also conducted an 
assessment of the suitability of the guidelines and strategies for 
use by teacher educators/inservice directors in training teachers to 
involve parents in education. The refined version of the guidelines 
and strategies was then disseminated to LEA's, IEA's, SEA's, and 
IHE's in SEDL's six-state region. 

b. Summary of Major Findings 

(1) Attitudes . Subjects in all the surveys were asked to 
indicate the extent to which they agreed or disagreed with a set of 
statements about parent involvement. Overall, a majority of the 
teacher educators were favorable in their responses to the general 
concept of parent involvement. In particular, they agreed stronges t 
that (a) parent involvement in all school matters needs increasing, 
(b) teachers need extra training for parent involvement, (c) teachers 
should confer with parents about home life, (d) parents are usually 
cooperative with teachers, and (e) parents would help children more 
at home if they knew what to do. 

Teacher educators strongly disagreed that (a) parents wanting 
involvement should get a col lege degree, (b) teachers are too 
overburdened to work with parents, (c) involving low-income parents 
is unrealistic, (d) training teachers for parent involvement should 
not be an undergraduate priority, and (e) parents do more harm than 
good by helping children with school work. 

Principals and teachers also were positive in their general 
response to the importance and value of parent involvement. The 
majority were in strong agreement with (a) teachers providing parents 
with ideas to help children at home with school work, (b) teachers 
taking on too many parental responsibilities , (c) principals 
providing teachers with parent involvement guidelines, (d) involving 
teachers in school policy decisions and (e) requiring a parent 
involvement course for undergraduates in elementary education. 
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The strongest disagreements by principals and teachers were 
expressed with regard to statements about (a) teachers being too 
overburdened to work with parents, (b) teachers not needing to be 
trained for parent involvement, (c) teachers not~conf erring with 
parents about children's home life, (d) parents-evaluating teachers, 
and (e) parents evaluating principals. 

A majority of parents agreed stronge st with such parent 
Involvement ideas as (a) making sure their children do homework, (c) 
feeling at ease during school visitations, (d) taking responsibility 
for getting Involved at school, and (e) wanting teachers to send more 
information home about classroom activities. 

The strongest disagreement expressed by most parents was toward 
the ideas tnat \a) they have little to do with their children's 
school success, (b) they do not have time for involvement with school 
activities, (c) teachers are too busy to also work with parents, (d) 
homework consumes too much family time, and (e) they are not trained 
enough to help make school decisions. 

Among the school governance persons (superintendents, board 
presidents, and SEA officials) surveyed, their stronge st agreement 

regarding parent involvement in general was toward (a) teachers 

providing parents with ideas about helping children with school 
assignments, b) teachers considering working with parents as part of 
their job, (c) including teachers in curriculum and Instruction 
decisions, and (d) principals providing teachers with suggestions for 
working with parents. 

Superintendents strongly agreed that parents need training 
before they are involved in school decision-making. Board presidents 
? tro "9'jf f9reed with parents taking the initiative for getting 
involved n schools. And, SEA officials voiced stronge r agreement 

for school districts providing principals and teachers with 

guidelines for parent involvement. 

Superintendents, board presidents, and SEA officials were 
unanimous in their strong disagreement with having (a) parent 
Involvement in school administrative decisions, (b) parent 
involvement with either teacher or principal evaluation, (c) parent 
involvement only occurring through organizations, like PTA, and (d) 
parent involvement having little effect on their children's academic 
success. 



(2) Decisions. Parents were asked to indicate the extent to 
which they had an interest in being involved with selected school 
decisions. Teachers, teacher educators, superintendents, board 
presidents, and SEA officials were asked to what extent it would be 
useful to have parents' input regarding these decisions. With the 
exceptions of teacher educators, a majority of all groups most 
favored having parents involved in such decisions as (1) amount of 
homework assigned their children, and (2) placing their children in 
special education. Teacher educators, along with teachers, 
principals, and school governance persons, indicated that it would be 
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most useful to involve parents in school desegregation/integration 
Plans. However, parents did not indicate that this was a high 
interest area for their involvement. 

A majority of the parents, superintendents, board presidents, 
and SEA officials considered it most useful to have parents involved 
in decisions about evaluating how well their children are learning 
and about disciplining of their own children. Neither teacher 
educators, teachers, nor principals viewed such involvement by 
parents as being useful. Teachers and principals indicated it was 
more useful to involve parents with decisions concerning (a) whether 
family problems are affecting school performance and (b) how to 
provide sex role instruction as well as sex education. 

Participation in decisions about the selection of textbooks and 
other learning materials was of most interest to parents also but not 

considered useful by most of the other groups surveyed. Teacher 

educators Indicated that parents should have input on such decisions 
as (a) multicultural/bilingual emphasis, (b) curriculum subject 
matter, and (c) setting student promotion/retention standards, but 
not final authority. Rather, teacher educators considered it most 
useful to have parents make final decisions only regarding whelfier 
family problems are affecting school performance. 

Decisions with respect to the hiring/firing of school staff were 
those most parents were least interested in being involved with and 
most educators indicated tins as one of the least useful decisions 
with which parents should be involved. Among other decisions 
teachers and principals also considered least useful for parents to 
be involved in were (a) assignments of teachers 1n schools, (b) 
evaluating teacher performance, and (c) selecting teaching methods. 
School governance persons, teachers, and principals indicated it 
would also be least useful to involve parents in decisions about 
setting priorities for school budgets. 

Selecting teaching materials, deciding on curriculum emphases, 
helping to evaluate pupils, and selecting teaching methods were least 
useful areas for parent decision-making according to responses from 
most school governance persons and teacher educators. A majority of 
parents also were least interested in being involved with decisions 
about including more multicultural/bilingual education in education 
and decisions regarding school desegregation plans and increased sex 
role teaching. 

(3) Roles. Subjects were provided with a list of seven parent 
involvement roles. Parents were asked to indicate the extent to 
which they had an interest in participating in such roles. Educators 
were asked to indicate the importance of having parents take part in 
these roles. The majority of parents and educators were strongest in 
their support for such roles as (a) "Audience," (b) "Home Tutor," and 
\c) "School Program Supporter." The role of least interest or 
importance , as indicated by parents and educators respectively, was 
tnat of "Paid School Staff." Most teachers, principals, 
superintendents, and board presidents indicated that having parents 

7 



ERIC 



16 



in the role of "Advocate" was not too important . However SEA 
officials considered this role as being very important, and parents 
were very interested in such a role. 

A majority of the SEA officials, superintendents, and school 
board presidents consider parents in the roles of "Co-Learner" also 
as not being important. Teachers and principals indicated a more 
neutral response overall about the importance of this role. Most 
parents indicated that they were definitely interes ted in this kind 
of role. — 



A majority of the teachers, principals, superintendents, and 
board presidents indicated that the role of "Decision-Maker" was not 
an important one for parents. Conversely, most parents expressed - !" 
strong interest for participating in this role. Likewise, most SEA 
officials viewed this role as being a very important one for parents. 

Overall, parents expressed a much higher inter est in 
participating in the roles of "Audience," "Home Tutor," "School 
Program Supporter," "Advocate," "Co-Learner," and Decision-Maker" 
than educators considered such involvement roles as being important. 
ocm officials tended to indicate more importance for these roles for 
parents than did the other educator groups. 

(4) Activities (Current Practices). A list of parent 
involvement activities was provided, and teachers, principals, 
superintendents, and board presidents were asked to indicate how 
typical_ these activities were of their schools. Parents had to~ 
indicate those they participated in most often. SEA officials 
indicated which were most likely to be a'Tocas of the technical 
assistance they offered to school districts! — 

"Attending school activities" (e.g. open house), "Attending 
parent-teacher conferences," and "Helping children with school 
homework were the activities most typical as indicated by educators, 
most likely to be offered as technical assistance according to SEA 
officials, and most often participated in as reported by parents. 
Teachers, principals, superintendents, and board presidents indicated 
that Chaperoning for school activities" and "Holding school support 
fundraisers (e.g. pot-luck suppers) v<jre also common activities but 
neither parents nor SEA officials indicated the same. 

Parents also considered "Visiting the schools" and "Taking part 
in PTA meetings" as most typical of the activities in which they 
participate. (It should be noted that parents completed their 
questionnaires at school PTA meetings). None of the educator groups 
reported these as being very typical. SEFbTficials also were most 
likely to offer technical assistance for "Getting parents to identTTy 
schooT needs" and "Getting parents to assist with establishing school 
goals. However, parents did not indicate these as being activities 
they most often take part in while educators did not view such 
activities as being most typical in their schools. 



Hiring/firing of school staff," "Evaluation of School Staff," 
Planning curriculum and instruction activities," and "Assisting with 
school budgets" were the activities reported to be least typical in 
schools, least often participated in by parents, a nd least offere d as 
topics of technical assistance by SEA officials. A majority of — 
teachers and principals indicated the "Participation in pupil 
evaluation' was also least typical in their schools. Most 
superintendents and board presidents indicated that "Parent 
participation in home tutor training" was least likely to be offered 
in their schools. 

. (5) Other Findings of interest. - Teacher Training for Parent. 
Involvement: a majority or the parents and educators strongly agreed 
that notonly should teachers be trained for parent i nvolvement, but 
also that, where possible, the training should be in a course at the 
undergraduate level. While most teacher educators indicated that 
they most often dealt with parent involvement through such activities 
as role playing, laboratory experiences, participation in 
parent-teacher conferences, and having student teachers work with 
parent volunteers, most teachers and principals indicated that more 
is needed. This would include (1) talking with inservice teachers 
about parent involvement, (2) involvement in school activities with 
parents, (3) being involved with parent organizations, and (4) 
participation in principal-teacher-parent conferences. 

Responsibil ity for Parent Involvement : A majority of educators 
and parents strongly agreed tnat teacnW ipah to provide parents 
with ideas aoout helping children with school work at home and that 
principals should give teachers guidelines for parent involvement 
However, school governance persons agreed most with principals, not 
teachers, taking the initiative to get parents involved. However, 
most principals agreed that parents should take the initiative to 
become involved. 

A majority of the parents strongly agreed that they should be 
responsible for getting more involved in their children^ schools. 
Most superintendents and SEA officials strongly agreed that school 
districts need to provide teachers and principals with parent 
involvement guidelines. However, neither superintendents, board 
presidents, nor SEA officials wanted state education agencies to 
provide parent involvement guidelines for school districts. Finally, 
most teachers saw increasing the involvement of parents in schools as 
the principal's responsibility. 



Existence of Parent Involvement Policies : School governing 
officials were asked to indicate to what extent written parent 
involvement policies existed in their districts or agencies. A 
majority of these officials indicated that written parent involvement 
policies were available mostly regarding: (1) placement of children 
in special education, (2) Informing parents about children's 
violation of the district/school's discipline policy, and (3) 
participating in some decisions regarding certain educational 
programs such as Bilingual Education, Follow Through, Head Start, 
etc. 
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Most officials indicated that few, if any, written parent 
involvement policies existed with respect to such areas as (1) 
teacher home visits, (2) participation in school budget matters (3) 
participation in development of district handbook or school guide, 
4 school administration, (5) curriculum and instruction activities 
(6) development of promotion standards, and (7) parents visiting 
their children's schools. 

Parent Involvement at Secondary School Level ; Parents were 
asked to indicate the extent of their agreement with 10 items offered 
as reasons why parents become less involved at the secondary school 
level. A majority of the parents strongly agreed that the reasons 
for decreased participation are (l) school staff not asking them to 
be involved as much, (2) they (parents) not having a good 
understanding of the course work, (3) not as many conferencing 
opportunities, and (4) not as many PTA activities. Neither the long 
distances between homes and schools nor having lots of teachers to 
talk with were seen as reasons parents become less involved at this 



. Improving P arent Involvement at Elementary Level ; Parents were 
9j ve " a list or ip_ suggestions and asked to Indicate the extent to 
which these wouldwork in getting more parents involved. Among the 
suggestions tnat a majority of the parents indicated would work 
include (1) sending more parent involvement information home, (2) 
making parents feel more welcome in schools, (3) helping parents 
better understand subjects being taught, and (4) having more informal 
meetings where staff and parents can get to know each other better, 
and (5) asking parents how they would like to become involved. 

C Summary of Recommendations and Implications 

Parent involvement, overall, appears to be acceptable to most 
parents and educators. The results show that parents have a high" 
degree of interest for being involved and that educators, generally, 
consider it useful to have parents involved in education. However, a 
closer examination of the findings reveals that educators and parents 
have distinctly different views about certain aspects of parent 
involvement. These differences represent barriers that can hinder 
the effective involvement of parents and educators as partners in 
education. 

Educators appear to be more supportive of the traditional ways 
that parents have participated in children's education both at home 
and at school. This includes parents mainly receiving information 
sent home by the school, supporting or taking part in school 
activities prepared by school staff, and attempting to help children 
with their homework. On the other hand, while parents indicate a 
strong interest for being involved in these ways, they also are 
interested in helping with school governance matters, learning more 
about education jointly with educators, and serving as advocates for 
current educational needs, issues, or concerns. 
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The involvement interests of parents appear to extend beyond the 
boundaries of participation that educators indicate would be most 
useful. It seems that parents and educators have dissimilar views 
about the meaning of parent involvement in education. Although there 
are some mutual agreements about certain aspects of parent 
involvement acceptable to both groups, parents appear to be 
interested in much broader involvement than the more narrowly defined 
areas that educators consider as being useful. 

In order for parent involvement to become more acceptable, 
viable, and effective, a clearer definition is necessary— one that 
all can agree upon. Otherwise, fundamental barriers will stand in 
the way of successful parent involvement. Thus, it appears that 
there needs to be a consensus concerning the definition and scope of 
parent involvement efforts between parents and educators before these 
can become more integral to the educational system and its 
processes. Such concordance is key to developing more of a 
partnership between homes and schools in dealing with the difficult 
issues that education faces today and tomorrow. 

The lack of agreement between parents and educators regarding 
parent involvement's meaning appear to stem from the fact that 
neither group has had much formal training in the area of parent 
involvement. Both of the groups indicated that there is a definite 
need for teachers to be trained for parent involvement. It also 
seems that parents, other school staff, administrators, and even 
teacher educators might need such training for parent involvement to 
be most effective. Additional knowledge, understandings, skills, and 
experiences should enhance not only broader acceptance but also a 
smoother integration of parent involvement into the educational 
process. The guidelines and strategies developed in this Project to 
train teachers about parent involvement focus on meeting part of 
these needs. 



Some of the differences in opinions about parent involvement in 
school governance matters may reflect a fear and/or reluctance on the 
part of educators (especially teachers, principals, and 
administrators) to share with parents those roles or activities that, 
in recent years, have been considered as the sole domain of 
educators. Further, many teachers appear to desire more of a say in 
educational matters or decisions. Most administrators appear 
unwilling to share governance because it may lessen their 
effectiveness and/or power. As a result, the possibilities of joint 
decision-making with parents may meet with resistance because 
educators still appear neither willing to share control nor able to 
see how, in practice, this might increase the effectiveness and 
qual ity of education. 
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Based upon the more preferred ways educators want parents 
involved and the ways parent are most interested in being involved, 
there appears to be a need for change in how parent involvement is 
perceived. Educators should capitalize on the wider involvement 
interests of parents and should expand the opportunities for 
increasing their participation in education. Much of this will 
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require educators to realize that manv c.rents are far more 
sophisticated in their knowledge and skills than educators perceive 
them to be. As such, many parents can take part in more of a variety 
of roles or activities. To facilitate this broader and more 
collegial participation, will require attitudinal and perceptual 
changes on the part of educators as well as systemic changes with 
respect to the educational enterprise. «-"«»9« wnn 

Parent involvement cannot be effective if educators continue to 
see it as an attachment or a supplement to mainstream educational 
activities. Rather, such involvement must be incorporated into the 
mainstream of education. The results suggest at least three steps to 
accomplish this. First, a clear, definitive statement about parent 
involvement must be developed and issued to all in a school system. 
Second, viable, written policies to help frame and implement parent 
involvement efforts must be established. Third, both staff and 
financial resources to carry out parent involvement activities need 
to be identified and then designated for such purposes. In doing so 
the importance of parent involvement in education will be more 
evident from the perspectives of educators and parents alike. 

* ^ T Jf ex !? nt t0 which parent Involvement can be improved appears 
to be directly related also to how "open" educators are to this 
concept. In addition, developing a broader range of parent 
involvement activities that are more related to parents' interests 
and strengths is a most important asoect of revitalizing their 
participation. Although parents will participate in slightly 
different ways, this should not deter educators from working with 
them to develop jointly the framework and components of an effective 
involvement program, ultimately, educators will have to realize that 
the most effective parent involvement program, similar to the most 
viable educational program, must include participation from the 
entire school community rather than being limited to the school 
building. 

Parent involvement should be perceived by educators and parents 
as a more encompassing concept in education. To do this, it appears 
that parent involvement may need to be framed within the concept of 
at least four broad domain areas. These would include: (a) public 
relations, (b) school support/learning, (c) home support/learninn. 
and (d) shared governance. In doing so, parent involvement can " 
become a catalyst, which helps parents influence as well as fully 
participate in the educational system. Further, such participation 
experiences will help enable parents to more effectively negotiate 
through community entities which, in turn can make family life more 
satisfying and successful. Finally, parent involvement that includes 
the partnership approach can serve as a useful resource for educators 
to enhance the effectiveness and success of schools and education. 

A review and analysis of results from the survey of the seven 
parent involvement stakeholder groups has led PIEP to offer the 
following recommendations as a means of enhancing fuller parent 
participation in the education of their children at home and at 
school : 
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o Parent involvement skills should be taught at both the 
preservice and inservice elementary teacher training level 
in a developmental sequence that progresses from learning 
about the more traditional types of parent involvement where 
parents are asked to cooperate with school staff, to the 
types of parent involvement in which school staff provide 
assistance to parents, and then toward the types where 
parents and school staff work together essentially as 
partners in education. 

o Preservice elementary teacher education as well as inservice 
teacher staff development must, as a priority, focus on 
providing participants with an overview of, or background 
about, the parent involvement movement as well as providing 
them with knowledge, understanding, and skills regarding 
major aspects of parent involvement in education (e.g., the 
personal, practical, and conceptual frameworks described in 
the guidelines and strategies). 

o Parent involvement must be presented to elementary 

preservice and inservice/teachers so that it is viewed as an 
integral part of their preparation, rather than an 
attachment to it. As such, teachers will need to learn how 
to enhance teaching and learning success; how to develop 
better partnerships with parents; how to help develop 
broader community support for the schools; and how to make 
cooperation between home and school more synergistic. 

o The parent-involvement teacher training sequence needs to 
address specific knowledge bases related to the various 
kinds and levels of parent involvement. For example: 
teachers should be taught the differences between teaching 
children in the classroom and teaching or working with their 
adult parents to become more involved as home tutors. 

o After preservice and inservice teachers examine and identify 
their attitudes toward parent involvement, broaden their 
perspectives concerning the value/impact of parent 
involvement, and acquire the relevant knowledge and 
understandings regarding the main kinds of parent 
involvement, they should be provided practical opportunities 
or experiences to develop and sharpen skills in working with 
parents. 

o Inservice parent-involvement teacher training— in order to 
more effectively enhance teachers' Knowledge, 
understandings, skills, attitudes, and motivations for 
working more collegially with parents— will need to consist 
of a series of sequenced workshops rather than a one-day, 
one-time workshop effort. 

o Principals and other administrators must be included in 
parent involvement training, as they often set the rules and 
norms in the schools. If they are not aware of the benefits 
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of parent involvement or are not skilled in working witn 
parents, they may set norms for teachers that discourage 
them from using the skills or knowledge acquired reqardinq 
parent involvement. 

To encourage all school staff in school districts to develop 
better relations as well as work with parents as partners in 
education, formal district policies need to be written that 
clearly spell out the commitment to parent involvement. 
Responses from our superintendents' and school board 
presidents' surveys indicate that existence of formal 
written policies encouraging parent involvement is directly 
related to increased levels of a variety of parent 
involvement activities in schools. 

In designing school district parent involvement programs, 
the various types of parent involvement must be viewed as a 
developmental sequence, from the teachers' and the parents' 
point of view. Increasing parent involvemenTln the role of 
audience requires comparatively less effort and skill on the 
part of both teachers and parents than would parent 
involvement as home tutors. Therefore, interests, skill 
levels, and estimates of available time, especially on the 
part of parents, must be considered when deciding which 
types of parent involvement are to be the focus of pronram 
efforts. K J 

School district, building, and/or classroom 
parent-involvement efforts need to establish program 
activities based on the premise that parents are as equally 
important to children's academic success as educators. This 
will require giving parents more of a participatory role in 
all educational matters. 

Parents need to be more fully involved at all levels of the 
educational system so that they can (a) strengthen the 
capacity of their families to establish appropriate learning 
environments, (b) provide meaningful home learning 
experiences, and (c) support/ reinforce school learninq 
activities. 



Parents should be provided with more educational 
information, more opportunities to share their 
insights/concerns, and more training, as needed, for the 
roles with which they can or wish to be involved in 
education. This can serve as a means of strengthening 
parents' ability and status as partners in the education of 
their children. 

Parents must be provided opportunities, through parent 
involvement, to interact with, be informed about, referred 
to, and learn how to deal with those agencies, 
organizations, resources, or networks available in their 
communities. This should enhance their abilities to arrange 
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for and/or care for family needs in a more self-sufficient 
and efficient manner. 

B2. Need for Present Work 

a. Need for Additional Survey Data 

A recent review of parent involvement programs (Collins, Moles, 
and Cross, 1982) stresses the importance of parent involvement data 
from large cities because (1) they commonly have to deal with great 
numbers of students from low-income families and from more diverse 
ethnic backgrounds, (2) they may face more difficulties in enrolling 
these parents in parent-school programs, and (3) they have more 
resources available to develop and maintain more elaborate, 
innovative home-school programs. In summary, the parents in large 
cities have a perspective on parent involvement efforts that cannot 
be obtained from parents in smaller towns. 

The survey data collected by PIEP from 1980-84 support this 
contention about the unique nature of parent involvement efforts in 
the large cities. These data indicate that parent involvement 
efforts in these urban schools include a wider spectrum of parent 
activities than efforts in smaller cities. For example, respondents 
from urban schools more often reported having parents participate in 
organizing parent volunteer programs and publishing a newsletter to 
keep parents informed. In summary, there are more different kind of 
parent activities serving a wider variety of purposes in urban 
schools. In addition, large urban schools tend to have greater 
problems and access to more resources. Therefore, they often develop 
parent involvement programs that serve as models and are later 
adapted for use in the smaller suburban and rural schools. 

When the Project conducted its survey of parents, a stratified 
random sampling procedure was used to obtain comparable data from 
parents in small (15,000 to 50,000), mid-size (150,000-499,999), and 
large (more than 500,000) cities in SEDL's region. The rate of 
response was unusually high from parents in small cities (22%). This 
uneven rate of response produced a survey sample in which only 14.5% 
of the sample were parents from large cities while 32.6% were from 
mid-size cities and 52.9% were from small cities. 

The characteristics of the sample in the parent survey do not 
correspond with the distribution of the population in SEDL's region. 
Although a considerable proportion of the population in these states 
live in small cities, 1980 census data indicate that an estimated 
79.6% of the population in Texas lived in "urban settings," and that 
the combined population in the Standard Metropolitan Statistical 
Areas (SMSAs) of Houston, Oallas-Ft. Worth, and San Antonio accounts 
for 48.9% of the state's total population. A similar situation 
exists in Louisiana, where 68.6% of the state population is described 
as urban, with 28.2% living in the SMSA of New Orleans. 

The additional data from parents in large cities will help 
improve parent involvement in several ways. First of all, it will 
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provide educators in the schools with more complete information about 
the attitudes and current practices related to parent involvement of 
parents in the major urban centers in SEDL's region. This 
information will be of use to educators in urban areas who are in the 
process of developing their own parent involvement programs, as it 
will help them anticipate the response of parents to specific 
activities that their program emphasizes. 

The information is also potentially useful to educators in 
smal er cities who may decide to organize specific types of parent 
involvement activities because they seem to be well -received by 
- parents in urban settings. The information about current practices 
and attitudes of parents will also be useful to teacher training 
professionals who are trying to help prospective teachers learn how 
to better work with parents. It will help them to train teachers for 
situations that they are most likely to encounter in the public 
schools. 

In terms of the Project's data base, the data from the FY85 
survey will enable Project staff to make more valid comparisons 
between the problems of parent involvement in small cities and those 
in large cities. Because the data base is being used to provide 
public school educators with recommendations for program design and 
implementation, the addition of these data from major urban areas 
will allow Project staff to describe possible differences between the 
problems of large and of small cities' schools. The additional data 
will enable staff to move beyond general recommendations and make 
specific recommendations that may be helpful in urban settings even 
if they do not apply to the problems in the smaller cities. 

In addition, because the data base is being used to develop 
guidelines and strategies for teacher training, the inclusion of data 
from the major urban areas is critical if teacher educators hope to 
prepare teachers for the problems they will actually face when they 
get to the schools. As a significant proportion of new teachers will 
be employed by schools in these major urban areas, it is particularly 
important that Project recommendations be based on data that include 
those schools. 

Finally, because large city schools typically have a higher 
percentage of students from low socioeconomic status families and 
from minority families, educators in these schools tend to see the 
parents of their students as difficult to reach with parent 
involvement efforts. Additional data from these urban parents will 
help describe parent involvement in these settings and will help 
determine whether the lack of participation is due to parent 
attitudes or due to factors in the school setting or in the parent 
involvement programs themselves. 

b * Need for Collaboration with Other Research Institutions 

During the past five years, the U.S. Department of Education has 
directly and indirectly sponsored a variety of projects focusing on 
different aspects of parent involvement^ the schools. Federal 
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contracts created projects that have studied parent involvement in 
the National Follow Through Program (Gordon, et al, 1978* Olmsted et 
al_, 1980) as well as in Title I, ESEA, and TitTe~"vil Bilingual ~" 
Programs (Lyons, Robbins, and Smith, 1982). Projects funded through 
the National Institute of Education at Southwest Educational 
Development Laboratory have focused on developing a data base that 
can be used to improve the design of parent involvement efforts and 
to improve teacher training related to parent involvement. 

NIE has also sponsored project work at Appalachia Educational 
Laboratory (AEL) that has focused on developing materials to train 
parents for parent involvement in the schools. At the Center for 
Social Organization of Schools (CSOS), NIE has sponsored research in 
the public schools that has examined differences between teachers who 
implement parent involvement activities and those who do not. This 
research has examined relationships between parent involvement 
activities and teacher characteristics, school characteristics, 
student achievement outcomes, and even parent outcomes, in summary, 
a great deal of work has been done in the area of parent involvement, 
and the focus on effective schools suggests there *ill be even more 
in the future. 



However, there have been relatively few attempts to develop 
collaborative projects between the various research projects working 
in this field. Although Project staff have continually reviewed the 
literature to determine what is being done and have shared research 
reports with many of these other institutions, they have rarely had 
opportunities to meet extensively and compare notes with their fellow 
researchers. 

These collaborative activities are needed to increase the 
exchange of ideas and experience among the various projects. This 
exchanging of ideas is expected to produce a better understanding of 
the work being done in parent involvement, to lead to a greater 
appreciation of the work of other institutions, to produce new ways 
of conceptualizing the problems in the field, and to reduce the 
amount of overlap or redundancy across projects. 

The exchange of research reports will also make the work of each 
institution more widely available to educator in all parts of the 
country. The state-of-the-art report will benefit researchers by 
increasing their awareness of the. contributions of others working in 
this field, and it will benefit educators by providing them with a 
quick and efficient way to find what research has learned about 
improving parent involvement in the public schools. In summary, 
these collaborative activities are needed to produce benefits for 
researchers, for teacher educators, for teachers who are working with 
parents, and for administrators who are responsible for parent 
involvement programs in the schools. 

c Need for Dissemination Efforts 

During the past 20 years, a consistent criticism of educational 
research has been that it has failed to bring about needed 
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improvements in the nation's educational systems. Educators have 
complained that researchers often look at abstract issues that are 
not relevant to day-to-day activities in the schools. Researchers 
have tended to define the problem differently; they suggest that 
educators and educational administrators are generally unaware of 
research findings and are simply slow to adopt any new techniques 
suggested by research. 

From the beginning, SEDL's Parent Involvement in Education 
Project (PIEP) has gathered ingestions from each group— researchers 
and educators-before conducting surveys. This approach has been 
intended to help ensure that the questions posed in the surveys are 
questions of interest to the educators as well as to researchers. To 
improve educators' awareness of research findings, SEDL has 
consistently disseminated summaries to each of the groups surveyed. 

Because the data base created by the PIEP contains information 
relevant to each phase of the planning and implementation of parent 
involvement efforts in the schools, it is important to make certain 
that parents, educators, and teacher trainers are aware of the 
practical implications of this research. In FY'85, the PIEP needed 
to disseminate not only the results of the series of surveys, but 
also the implications of those results in the forms of suggestions 
and recommendations for teacher training, for changes in educational 
policies, and for implementing parent involvement programs at the LEA 



These dissemination efforts are needed to facilitate the work of 
those in education who are already working to make schools more 
effective by increasing parent participation. The PIEP's goal has 
been to provide with research results and information about parent 
involvement work in other settings so that those working in this area 
can benefit from the experiences of others and improve the 
implementation of their own parent involvement efforts. Teacher 
educators will have research and program information enabling them to 
design teacher training for parent involvement that is based upon the 
experience of teachers in the field rather than upon rhetoric or the 
bureaucratic requirements of particular school districts. 

The goal of these dissemination efforts has been to provide 
assistance to those working to improve schools by increasing parent 
involvement. Whether they are developing programs in school 
districts or training teachers to improve their skills in working 
with parents, the information disseminated will facilitate their 
efforts by providing an up-to-date view of the techniques and 
strategies used by others in the field. 
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C. plan 

CI. Goals and Objectives 



The plan for FY85 was to augment PIEP's data base on parent 
involvement, to initiate collaborative activities with others 
conducting research in parent involvement, and to disseminate 
practical information based upon research and practice to parents, to 
educators in the public schools, and to those involved in the 
professional training of teachers. 



Project 



The following goals and objectives summarize the proposed 
ct activities for FY'85: 



Goal_l: To strengthen the information data base concerning 
parent involvement in education at the elementary school 
level. 

Objective 1.1 ; To conduct a survey of parents with elementary 
school -age children at selected sites in four large cities 
within SEDL's six-state region. 

Objective 1.2 ; To combine the large city parent involvement 
data with existing data from medium and small cities in 
SEDL's region. 

Objective 1.3 ; To compare the expanded parent data bsse with 
data from other stakeholder groups previously surveyed. 

Objective 1.4 ; To refine, as appropriate, implications and 

recommendations based upon survey results for training 

elementary school teachers and for improving parent 
involvement programs. 

Goal_2: To conduct collaborative efforts with project staff at 
AEL, CSOS, and Far West Laboratory (FWL), regarding 
improvement of schools and education through parent 
involvement. 



Objective 2.1; To share information about results from the 
survey with colleagues having similar projects at the 
Appalachia Educational Laboratory, Center for Social 
Organization of Schools, and the Far West Laboratory for 
Educational Research and Development. 

Objective 2.2 ; To make joint presentations at national meetings 
as a means of further sharing the results of the parent 
involvement research in addition to the parent involvement 
training guidelines and strategies. 

Objective 2.3 ; To prepare a state-of-the-art report that 
describes research and current practices in parent 
involvement 1n public schools. 
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Goal_3: To disseminate project results for use by professional 
and lay groups interested in parent involvement. 

^report for'nil* prepare thres a . uarterl * reports and one final 

Objective 3.2: To distribute executive summaries of the final 
report from the expanded parent survey to survey participants 
as well as to professional /lay individuals, groups, and 
organizations concerned with parent involvement. 

Objective 3.3: To provide information about the parent 
involvement training workshop evaluation results to 
participants as well as other related individuals and 
organizations. 

Objective 3.4: To prepare written documents for publication in 
appropriate newsletters, magazines, journals, monographs, and 
for books concerning parent involvement in education. 

Objective 3.5: To make presentations at local, state, and 
national meetings as a means of further sharing the results 
of the parent involvement research and parent involvement 
training guidelines derived from them. 

Objective 3.6: To assist in facilitation of expanded 

information exchange and network building among individuals 
organizations, and institutions interested in improvinq 
schools and education. 

C2. Key Staff 

Susan Deason's major responsibilities include facilitating/ 
coordinating the range of secretarial support services needed for the 
project. Among these are correspondence preparation; report 
preparation and mailing; supervision of secretarial staff; arranging 
staff travel; preparation/submission of travel expense vouchers- 
responding to telephone, written, or in-person inquiries regarding 
project matters; acquisition of necessary staff supplies- 
organization/maintainence of an effective filing system; monitoring 
designated project/division budget line items; and other duties as 
assigned. 

?[' £ ha y kin ' s m aj or responsibilities include working closely 
with the Project Director on a variety of project matters. Among 
these are preparing segments of project reports; identifying, 
locating, reviewing, synthesizing, and keeping records of relevant 
resources for the project; organizing data for analysis; assisting in 
developing data collecting instruments; assisting with gathering 
project data; conducting analyses of project data; assisting in 
preparing written reports on data results and conclusions; assist in 
dissemination of project findings; making presentations regarding 
project outcomes at major meetings; and assisting in establishing and 
maintaining parent involvement networks and linkages in SEDL region. 
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Dr. Williams' major responsibilities are to direct, manage and 
administer project activities. This includes scheduling of 
activities to meet project deadlines; providing outlines and other 
directions for staff about written project documents; coordination of 
plans/arrangements for data collection; supervising instrument 
development; assisting with coordination of data analyses; assisting 
with interpretation of data results; coordination/ supervision of the 
preparation of written discussion of results, conclusions and 
recommendations; coordinating data gathering efforts; supervising 
collaboration/dissemination activities; making presentation at major 
meetings, conferences, etc; assessing performance of staff; 
monitoring and approving project expenditures; providing general 
supervision for all project staff; and acting as spokesperson for 
project efforts. 
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D. Major Activities and Accomplishments 

Dl. Strengthening the information data base 

Conducting the survey of parents in four large cities 

After identifying the large cities (populations over 500,000), 
project staff chose four cities as target sites for administering the 
parent involvement survey. The four cities chosen were those having 
a disproportionately low response from parent participants in the 
previous PIEP parent survey. The cities where either very low or no 
responses were obtained are as follows: Dallas, Texas; Houston, 
Texas; New Orleans, Louisiana; and San Antonio, Texas. The PIEP 
staff worked with state and city PTA officials to make the 
appropriate local school selections in each city. 

The subjects for this survey were parents of elementary school - 
age children in each of the four cities. All parents in each 
elementary school chosen for the survey were invited to participate 
in the survey. Parents were asked to take part in the survey at a 
scheduled PTA meeting held at the selected schools. Typically, many 
of these parents were members of the PTA. However, information about 
the survey was sent to all parents and their participation was 
requested. 

Extending the selection to all parents addressed two issues 
raised with respect to the previous parent survey. First, it helped 
remove some of the bias associated with most of the parents being PTA 
members. Second, it provided an opportunity for non-PTA and perhaps 
non-active parents to share their perspectives regarding parent 
involvement. Approximately 1,400 subjects were sought for 
participation in the parent survey, or some 350 parents from each 
city. Attachment A shows the schedule followed in conducting the 
survey, who the PTAand school principal contacts were, what their 
addresses and telephone numbers were, the survey dates, and survey 
times. J 

The instrument used in this survey is called the Parent Involve- 
ment Questionnaire (PIQ). It is the fourth edition of six variations 
that have been used in previous PIEP surveys. The PIQ is a self- 
report instrument consisting of 100 closed responses items, and it is 
divided into seven parts. It was specifically reviewed and revised 
for the 1985 survey to assure it contained clear directions, was at 
the sixth-grade reading level and could be compared with the previous 
surveys (See Attachment B ). 

Section I contains statements on general ideas about parent 
involvement, and parents are asked how much they agree or disagree 
with each statement. Section II contains school decisions in which 
parents may be interested in being involved, and parents are asked 
how interested they are in being involved in each decision. Section 
III lists seven parent involvement roles, and parents are asked how 
much interest they have in being involved in each one. Section IV is 
made up of parent involvement activities, and parents are asked how 
much they participate in each. Section V offers suggestions for 
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improving parent involvement in the schools, and parents are asked 
how well each suggestion would work to increased parent involvement. 
Part VI lists reasons why parents become less involved in children's 
education when children enter high school, and parents are asked how 
much they agree with each reason. Part VII contains demographic 
items and requires respondents to check the appropriate response for 
each item or give a short answer. 

As in previous versions of the PIQ, a Likert-type response scale 
is provided for Parts I-VI of the questionnaire. The scale varies in 
format for the different parts. In Parts I and VI a four-point scale 
of 1 = Strongly Disagree, 2 = Disagree, 3 » Agree, 4 » Strongly Agree 
is provided. In Parts II and III a five-point scale of 1 = 
Definitely Not Interested to 5 « Definitely Interested is used. In 
Part IV the scale was revised so that respondents first answered how 
much they took part in this activity, part VII remained primarily a 
check the box" or "short answer" format. In Part V the scale of 
responses ranges from 1 = Definitely Would Not Work to 5 » Definitely 
Would Work. The words "not known" were changed to "Don't Know" for 
clarity. 

A total of 1020 completed surveys were collected from the four 
large-sized city school districts, in addition, there were 43 
surveys returned that were less than 80% complete. This made the 
total of returned surveys 1063. The projected goal for the 
large-sized city school districts was 1300, which results in a return 
rate of 75.9%. Attachment __C__ shows the results from each school, 
each city, and the total returns. 

b » Combining the large city parent involvement data with existing 
data - 

The first major task in meeting this objective was to prepare 
tables that described the expanded parent data base. The tables were 
organized into categories in order to facilitate the data analyses. 
These categories are: return rate of sample; characteristics of 
respondents; statements about parents; parent involvement decisions; 
parent involvement roles; parent involvement activities; suggestions 
about parent involvement; reasons why parents become less involved at 
high school; comparison of interest with participation and secondary 
analyses. 

Exhibit 1 shows the number and percent of completed surveys in 
the expanded cTata base. The addition of 1020 surveys in 1985 has 
made the return rate for the total survey 73.8% (3103 completed 
surveys out of a projected goal of 4205). 

Exhibits 2 and 3 describe the sample in terms of city size and 
ethnicity. The sampTe approximates the projected goal of achieving 
equal representation among large, medium, and small-sized cities in 
the region. The sample also represents the region in terms of white 
and minority respondents, with 59% of the sample being white and 41% 
being minority. 
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Exhibit 1 

Mu»ber and Percent of Completed 
Compared by state 



State 


Sample 
Size 


Completed 
Returns 


Percent 
Returned 


AR 


210 


111 


52.9 


LA 


645 


491 


76.1 


MS 


285 


196 


68.8 


NM 


310 


221 


71.3 


OK 


395 


153 


38.7 


TX 


2360 


1931 


81.8 


Total 


4205 


3103 


73.8 



Exhibit 2 
Description of Staple by City Size 



Size 


Completed 
Returns 


Percent 
Returned 


Large 


1321 


42.6 


Medium 


680 


21.9 


Small 


1102 


35.5 


Total 


3103- 


100.0 
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Exhibit _3_ 

Ethnicity of Sample Compared to the Nation and Region 



* 

White 


Nation 


Region 


Our Sample 


73.3 


61.9 


59.0 


Minority 


26.7 


38.1 


41.0 



Source For National and Regional Data* u u sn.b. ^ „ 
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Exhibit 4 is a composite of all the demographic characteristics 
of the parents in the expanded survey, ihe results show that 83 6% 
of those surveyed were PTA members, 84.1% were female, 50.1% were 
between 30 and 39 years of age, 83.5% were married, and 88% had a 
high school education or more. Blacks represented 22.6% of the 
respondents and Hi span ics represented 16.8%. The results also showed 
that 67.8% of the respondents worked part-time or full-time outside 
of the home and 91.3% of their spouses worked outside of the home. 
The survey was evenly distributed amon:, family income levels with 
35.6% earning less than $15,000, 26.5% earning between 
$15,000-25,000, and 37.9% earning ove:- $25,000. 

P ar , ents ' agreement with statements about parent involvement are 
depicted in Exhibit _5_. The statements in Exhibit 5 are arranged 
in the rank order of strength of agreement with the statement. 
Overall there was a strong, favorable response to parent involvement 
in education. The statement "I want to spend time helping my 
children get the best education," received an "agree* 1 or "stronql v 
agree response from 99.3% of the parents. The statement receiving 
the least amount of agreement (only 10.6X) was: "I have little to do 
with my children's success in school." The mean response to each 
statement was also obtained and appears as Exhibit j6_. 

Exhibit 7. shows the frequency and rank order of parents' 
interest In decisions about parent involvement. Fifty percent (50%) 
21 m [t 0f J£ e P arents expressed interest in 13 of the V decisions. 
More than 80% of the parents expressed interest in four u. sions: 
choosing classroom discipline methods, evaluating how well my 
children are learning, setting school behavior rules, and the amount 
or homework assigned. The mean response to each decision can be 
found in Exhibit 8. Exhibit 9 lists the frequency of interest in 
ll ! ev S"*r ole f " ™ re tnan 90% ~° 7 tne Parents expressed interest in 
the traditional roles of audience, home tutor, and school program 
supporter. Exhibit _10_ presents the mean response to each parent 
involvement role. 

Exhibit 11 shows the frequency and rank order of participation 
in parent involvement activities. The activities with the highest 
amount of participation were traditional activities such as going to 
open house, helping with homework, visiting the school, and going to 
parent-teacher conferences. More than 82% of the parents 
participated in PTA meetings, Only 11% of the parents helped to hire 
or fire teachers and principals. Exhibit 12 shows the mean 
response to each activity. 

Exhibit 13 shows parents' agreement with suggestions about 
improving parent involvement: All of the suggestions received 
agreement from more than 82% of the parents. The suggestion 
receiving the most agreement from parents was that of giving parents 
more information about children's success in school. Exhibit 14 
shows the mean response to each suggestion. 

Parents' agreement with reasons why they become less involved at 
high school is shown in Exhibit 15 . The top three reasons parents 
agreed with were: parents may not understand some of the courses 
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1 1. PTA Affiliation 
a • Member 
b. Non-member 

12. PTA Leadership 

a. Have been an officer 

b. Never been an officer 
3. School Board Membership 

a. Have been a member 

b. Never been a member 
| 4. Gender 

a. Female 

b. Male 
Age 

a. Less than 20 

b. 20-29 

c. 30-39 



Exhibit J_ 

Characteristics of Responding Parents 

Demographic Items 
(Total N=3103)* 



a m_ 



N=Number of respondents 



CVJ 



Frequency 
( Number)* 


'1 Adjusted 
'1 Frequency 
i \ percent j 1 * 


2548 


83.6 


cnn 


1 16.4 


1312 


43.1 


1 715 
1 / JD 


b6.9 


165 


5.5 


9 Aft 0 


94.5 


2553 


84.1 


4ft1 1 


ICO 


6 


0.2 


494 


17.0 


1717 


59.1 



w . . «-jpunut:iiLb ■ 

c Kted^ affirmatively to the Ite* 

the percentaT ^ ^ ^ ° f >™** "«™t1vely to the itm with alsslng data excluded In calculating 
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Exhibit J|__ cont'd. 
Characteristics of Responding parents 



00 

OsJ 




L. jp» g% grm * a /v #*l * 

rrequencv 
(Number)c 


' Adjusted 
' Frequency 
(Percent)c 


561 


19.3 


1 OQ 


4.4 


1 71Q 


57.8 


1019 


33.8 


189 


6.3 


0*1 


2.1 


498 


16.5 


t J1U 




11C 
113 


1 o 




o o 
O.Z 




28.3 


919 


30.2 


548 


18.0 


348 


11.4 



v , , ^^l /tM , ucuto 

c ^ qU f n ^ The number of P arenls responding affirmatively to the itpm 

&x q e~ ~ - ~ , ^ , a«Lsy?t a. «. data excluded „ ulculattn9 
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Exhibit _4_ cont'd. 
Characteristics of Responding Parents 




J9. Ethnicity 

a. Anglo 

b. Black 

c. Hispanic 

d. Asian 

e. American Indian 
| 10. Amount of Time Working Outside Home 

a. Full-time 

b. Part-time 
c Not at all 

| 11. Amount of Time Spouse Works Outside Home 

a. Full-time 

b. Part-time 
c Not at all 

|12. Family Income Leveld 

a. 0 - $15,000 

b. $15,000 - $25,000 

c. Over $25,000 

J N=Number of respondents ; ■ 

Frequency=The number of parents responding affirmatively to th» i*— 

the%rcent r a e g q e enCy=The Per " nt ° f parentS r '»°»W affi^ativelyTo the item with missina 
FR?C IteW * nc1uded ,n 1985 survey only 

JiL BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



1779 


59.0 


682 


22.6 


506 


16.8 


22 


1 


26 


.9 


1360 


44.9 


693 


' 22.9 


979 


32.3 


2285 


84.9 


173 


6.4 


232 


8.6 


348 


35.6 


259 


26.5 


371 


37.9 



data excluded in calculating 

41 



H3i cet-ivVAvirvers 

Exhibit 5 

Frequency and Jjnk Order of Agreement with Stat««nts 
about Parent Involvement 



Statements 
(Total ff-3103)a 

I want to spend time helping my children get the best education. (HMOll)d 
I cooperate with my children's teachers. (N»1002)d 
! should make sure that my children do their homework. (H-3081) 
Teachers should give me Ideas about helping my children with homework. (N-3079) 
I should be responsible for getting more involved In my children's school, (h-3050) 
IcVMuT e \lmT "° re 1nf0rWU ° n ab0ut c, " s ™« '^nlng 
Parents should take part more In school decisions. (H-998)" 
I usually feel at ease when I visit the school. (N-3057) 
I would help my children more with homework If , knew what to do. (N-3014) 
Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. (N-3033) 
I should help evaluate my children's teachers and principal. ( H .989)d 
School districts should make rules for Involving parents. (N«999)<« 
I should have the final word In decisions about my children's education. (H-2999) 

J^!L!^^ involved in the school. (H-3019, 

b? r I Nwnber of P^ents responding to the Individual item" 



Frequencj 
of Agree- 
ment 0 


1 Adjusted 
r\ Frequencj 
■|(Per- 
|cent)c 


f Rank 


1004 


99.3 


1 




1 98.3 


2 


3001 


97.4 


3 


2961 


96.2 


4 


2919 


95.7 


5 


2856 


93.7 


6 


931 


93.3 


7 


2792 


91.3 


8 


2287 


75.9 


9 


2205 


72.7 


10 


7in 1 

/ IU | 


71.8 


11 


704 


70.5 


12 


2109 


70.3 


13 


1831 1 


60.6 


14 
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Exhibit J_ cont . d> 



Frequency and Rank Order with Statements 
about Parent Involvement 



Statements 
(Total N=3103)» 

Teachers should be in charge of getting parents involved In the school. ( N =3055) 
JrftSg! Vim) t6aCMng SM,,S t0 " Ch,ld ™ >«• reading, math, and 
I do not have enough training to help make school decisions. (N-3039) 
Working parents do not have time to be Involved In school activities. ( N .1011)d 
Teachers have enough to do without also having to work with parents, (n-3044) 
I have little to do with my children's success In school, (n-3047) 



Frequency 
of Agree- 
ment 


1 Adjusted 
1 Frequency 
1 (Per- 
cent ) c 


1 Rank 


Mo! 


4779 




1530 


49.3 


16 


1037 


34.1 


17 


297 


29.4 


18 


845 


27.8 


19 


322 


10.6 1 


20 



jjN = Number of parents responding to the individual ite«" " 1 

"Item included In 1985 survey only. 
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Mean Response and Rank Order or • uUu „ 4 

uroer °f Agreement with Statemen ts about Parent Involvement 



CO 



Statements (Total N~3103)* 

II want to spend time helping my children get the best education.** 
I should make sure that my children do their homework. 
I cooperate with my children's teachers.** 

Teachers should give me Ideas about helping my children with homework. 
1 should be responsible for getting more Involved In my children's school. 
Parents should take part more In school decisions.** 

I want teachers to send more Information home about classroom learning activities. 
I usually feel at ease when I visit the school. 

I should have the final word In decisions about my children's education. 

I should help evaluate my children's teachers and prlnclpal.d 

I would help my children more with homework If I knew what to do. 

Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 

School districts should make rules for Involving parents.** 

Principals should be In charge of getting parents Involved In the school 

Teachers should be In charge of getting parents Involved In the school 

|* **o not have enough trai ning to help make school decisions. 
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J N=Number of respondents - 

« •SMKi.Sl? ' f °" r - ,M, " t °< ' "»9ree, to , (str*,,,, igre e, 

Item Included In 1985 survey only 
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vb 

1 


oil* - 


1 RANK 


1 3 fi9Q 




1 1 


1 3 filP 


• DOC 


1 i 
I * 


1 3 551 


7 1 Q 


1 1 
1 


1 3 43Q 


CQC 


1 J 
I ^ 


1 3 409 




1 c 
1 ^ 


1 3.32! 


• Oct 


1 


1 3.298 


. QUI 


7 


1 3.274 


fi7 A 
• Of 1 


8 


2 912 


• Oil 


9 


2 907 


371 
• Of I 


10 


2.907 


771 1 
• f f J 1 


10 


2.878 


74fi 1 
• f 1 O I 


1 1 


2.862 


• O JO 1 


12 


2.690 


.771 


13 


2.517 


.795 


14 


2.487 


.842 


15 


2.217 


.812 1 


16 
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Exhibit _6_ cont'd. 

Hean Response a nd Rank Order of Agree*** with St.te^nts about Parent Involvement 



Statements (Total 8=3103)* 
Iworklng parents do not have time to be involved In school activities.** 
Teachers have enough to do without also having to work with parents. 
1 have little to do with my children's success in school. 



jj N= Number of respondents 

d Item included In 1985 survey only 



00 
CO 



Kb 


Oil 


KANK 


2.133 


.904 




2.114 


.827 


18 


1.602 


.774 


19 
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Exhibit _7_ 

Fre^c, ,„<, R.nt Order .f Interest In Decisions .bont Parent ln„„l„*nt 



Decisions 
(Total H-3103)* 



Choosing classroom discipline metnods (H-3057) 
Evaluating how well my children are learning. (N-3059) 
Setting school behavior rules. (H-3050) 
Amount of homework assigned. (H-3071) 

Setting school rules for jading and passing children. (N«1009)d 

Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their job. (H-3068) 

Placing my children in Special Education. (H-3055) 

Selecting school textbooks and other learning materials. (N-3070) 

Deciding what's most Important for the school budget. (N-3059) 

Making school desegregation plsns. (N-3014) 

Helping the scnoo: decide what to teach ,nd how. (H-1010)d 

Having more multicultural/bilingual eJucation in the school. (N=3059) 

Hiring principal and teachers. (N-3055) 

firing principal and teachers. (N*3066) 



j|N=Number of parents responding to Individual item 
"Freauenrv nf tn» ar .r» _ tu. " . . " u " new. 



Freauenc v 
of 

Interest'* 


1 Adjusted 
1 (Per- 

1 rpnHC 


2544 


I 83.2 


2510 


82.1 


2483 


81.4 


2459 


80.1 


748 


74.1 


2218 


| 72.3 


2159 j 


70.7 


2161 


70.4 


2001 


65.4 


1850 


61.7 


576 


57.0 


1733 


56.7 


1528 


50.0 


1342 


43.8 



'Item included In 1985 survey only. 
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Exhibit _8_ 

" SP0B " -* ''^ y «» Decisis .tKK-t P,r«,t .„„„««,< 



in 



(Total N=3103)« 



Decisions (Total 

Choosing classroom discipline methods 

Evaluating how well my children are learning. 
Amount of homework assigned. 
Setting school behavior rules. 
Placing my children in Special Education. 
Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their job. 
Setting school rules for grading and passing chlldren.d 
Selecting school textbooks and other learning materials. 
Oeciding what's most important for the school budget. 
Making school desegregation plans, 
elping the school decide what to t.each and how.* 
laving more multicultural/bilingual education in the school, 
liring principal and teachers, 
ring principal and teachers. 



• N=Number of respondents ■ 

Item included in 1985 survey only 





SI)C 


RANK 


4.275 


.984 


1 


4.258 


1.984 


2 


4.190 


1.991 


3 


4.125 


1.031 


4 


3.999 


1.174 


5 


3.938 


1.156 


1 6 


3.932 


1.160 1 


' 7 


3.918 


1.091 


8 


'3.755 


1.150 


9 


3.6211 


1.324 


10 


3.5731 


1.298 1 


11 


3.534} 


1.291 j 


12 


3.352 


1.330 1 


13 


3.192 ] 


1.357 


14 
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Frequency and Rank Order of Interest 
In Parent Invotveaent Roles 



Roles 
(Total N-3103)* 



Audience - supporting your child In school, for examl* h v >~ — Z~r~ 
PerT^ces^.k.n, for ,.,„. res^ ^J^f^^^'. 

dinner. ,r such activities. (5-30K) P> UCketS " * '"^-raising 

tffiMaa-.syirt'aj tws- car- stMt 



atSi COPY AVAfLABLE 



10 
n 



Adjusted 
I Frequency I Frequency I 

of . (Per- I Rank 
Interest 0 I cent) 0 



2929 

2783 
2753 

2454 

2383 
2287 
1824 



.'5.9 

91.2 
90.1 

80.0 
77.8 
74.6 
59.8 



1 



4 

5 
6 
7 



Number of parents responding to the Individual Item 1 

CAdKV^ j^erested or strong.y interested In the role 

«n calculating the percentage P ''"ponding favorably to the Individual role with *?ss?nMata excluded 

PRir r> A 



Exhibit _10_ 

Nean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involve*** Roles 




H^^jutor - helping your children at hoae with school work or other educational activities. 



^l^^ ^^^^ ^aperon ing a part y 

sSr"s:ho e o! n s 9 y :^. SCh001 b ° ard ° r ° ther ° ff1c1a,s 10 changes in rules or practices in the 

^S dre „ 90 an n d 9 eSucaUon! " " Uh tMChers and P^ncipals where everyone learns .ore 

SfSsrifc a sch001 '"""tee. or governing board or by giving your 

HbraHat'or'otne ; sTn Jjbs? " " a1de ' parent educat "' "distant teacher, assistant 



4.703 

4.541 
4.420 

4.129 

4.128 

4.030 

3.483 



.626 

.832 
.888 

1.039 

1.046 

1.119 

.439 



J N=Number of respondents 

c sSS^Jnlo!! 9 ' , ' ,Ur - , "" nt SM,e 0f 1 <"™"> «W) to 4 (strongly agree) 
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Exhibit 11 

^'"TS^&F™ 5 ** '"tic! patton 
™ nrtnt '"*>Nement Activities 

Activities 
(Total H-3103)* 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



CO 
CO 



Going to "open house" or smmTZi - 

or special programs at school, (h-3046) 
Helping children with homework. (N-2908) 

Visiting the school to see what u fc . 

co see what is happening. (H-3029) 

Going to parent/teacher conferences about your chlld'c 
u^, . y Ur cMld s Progress. (N-2996) 

Helping children learn with material, k . 

etc. ( N=2976) -teriai, at home, for ex^le, games, magazines, books, 

Taking part in PTA meetings. (N-3025) 

SlW'E " '* -seams, libraries, art 

rti , S!n n g 9 , W et t c h . SC ?N^r VU,eS "* " ^ suppers, fund 

p^?e:: th ( 5. h ^r and teachers on *™ or PicnicSt or t0 

SSlI" «J S " — ~ educational activities for parents at the 
-I*, to classes at the school which help you teach your children at home < N . 2008) 



»ffSrS^^ W SSIB sometime, .often. 

y activity with missing data excluded in 



Frequency 
of Partic- 
ipation 0 i 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
| (Per- 1 
cent)c 


Rank j 


2919 


iiiTi 


1 1 


9£7A I 

com i 


92.0 1 


2 1 


2768 1 


91.4 1 


1 1 


2737 1 


91.4 1 


3 .1 


2526 I 


85.3 I 


4 j 


2494 I 


82.4 


5 1 


9491; 1 
£*cD J 


81.5 1 


6 f 




80.7 1 


7 1 


2051 I 


69.2 1 


8 1 


1405 1 


57.5 1 


9 1 


1148 J 


57.2 1 


10 


1501 1 


52.2 1 





ERIC 



58 



59 



Exhibit _JU__ cont'd. 

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation 
in Parent Involvement Activities 



Activities 
(Total N*3103)« 



w^^araw.^ Ear**' 

Helping teachers with classroom learning aefcfvfH-c 

reading, math games, etc. (n^799) 9 activU ' es ' for example, story telling, 
Helping In the school, for example thP Hhnru ^ 

nurse's office, etc. (11=2799) reading center » M Wound, lunchroom, 

Giving Ideas to the school board or school «<to.n.c < 

scnooi administration for making changes. (N=2855) 

Going to meeting of the school board. (N-2943) 

^.\S" 2? eX ^ le » ""^ »^1an, teacher aide, 

HelpljMeclde how well school programs work (like Title ,, follow through, ESAA, etc., 
Planning the school budget. (N-2686) 

Helping to plan what will be taught In the school. (N-2538) 
Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs. ( N =2522) 
SSft&riu^y^ f ° r teacher, room clerk, nurse, 

Helping to hir e or fire teachers and principals. (N-2453) 



Frequency 
of Partlc- 
1pat1on b 


Adjusted 
I Frequency 
•1 (Per- 
1 cent) c 


'1 Rank 


1353 " 


1 49.1 


12 


1194 


44.5 


13 


1228 


43.9 


14 


1069 


17 a 




1028 


14 Q 


16 


847 


30.9 


17 


748 


28.6 


18 


736 


27.4 


19 


542 


21.4 


20 


506 


20.1 


21 


532 


19.6 1 


22 


271 1 


11.0 1 


23 



'AdjK^eec C !^2? SrXuTO .21"? »,? J' ««*«- or ore™ 

ulcuttat Urn percent^. Pare " t$ " n " «*• <"■«"<"»■ «tl»Uy wit., JusfS'dat. excluded i, 
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Exhibit 12 

*«n Response and Ranfc Order of Particip ation In Parent Involvement Activities 
Activities (N*3103)* 
I Going to "open house" or special programs at school. ool. 

Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund raising, etc. 
Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's progress. 
(Helping children with homework. 
Visiting the school to see what Is happening. 
Taking part In PTA meetings. 

Helping children learn with materials at home, for example, gam.s, magazines, books, etc 
Taking children to places of Interest, for example, museums, libraries, art galleries, 

Going with children and teachers on school field trips or picnics, or to parties. 
Going to workshops or other such educational activities for parents at the school. 
Going to classes at the school which help you teach your children at home. 
Organising parent volunteer actlvties. 

Working to improve the schools through community groups like neighborhood associations, 
Helping teachers with classroom learning activities, for example, story telling, reading, 
Helping in the school, for example, the library, reading center, playground, lunchroom, 
|Giving ideas to the school board or school administration for making changes. 

to meeting of the school board. 
* N=Number of respondents 

c ^ta n nd r a e r2eviat U ?on n9 * f ° Ur " P ° 1nt ° f 1 < neVer take to 4 (often take part) 

For Rank, TPM-take part most, TPL=take part least 
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1.194 
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11 


2.467 


1.224 


12 


2.386 


1.198 


13 


2.286 


1.183 


14 


2.263 


1.228 


15 


2.05g 


1.125 


16 


2.020 1 


1.125 


17 



Exhibit 12 cont'd. 

Nean Response and Rank Order of Participat ion in Parent Involve*** Activities 
Activities (N»3103) a 



He.p,„ g dec.de „» «.. sceoe. pre 9 r,.s Nori, (Tito T itle I. foil,,, T hr.e 9 >, ESAA, etc.) 



fo^tc! ""' ,10 ° P^, ' , ,0r te.c*r e 1d e, cafeter ) e|,.' 8 39 

[planning the school budget. 

Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. 
Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs. 
llea^K! 1 " 6 Pa1d Stdff ' f ° r >^«* teacher, roo. clerk, nurse, 



Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals. 
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eg 



Suggestfons 
(Total N=3103)« 

Giving parents more Information about children's success In school, (n-3048) 
Making parents feel more welcome In the school. (N-3046) 
Helping parents to better understand the subjects being taught. ( N «304O) 
Sending more Information to parents about ways they could be Involved, (N-3050) 
Having more activities which Include children, parents and teachers. (N-3045) 
Asking parents In what ways they would like to be Involved, (n-3035) 
Helping students understand that having their parents Involved Is Important. (N-3043) 
Planning more school activities at times when working parents can come. (N-3044) 
?rkn^ , e n a f c°n m o a !hr 0 eJ?e S r? r {255}" *~ ~ ~ staff can get 

Giving parents activities they can do at home with their children. (H-3038) 



Frequency 
of Agree- 
ment b 


I Adjusted 
1 Frequency 
1 (Per- 
1 cent)c 


2831 


92.9 


2804 


92.1 


2742 


90.2 


2719 
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2710 
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88.7 
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Exhibit 14 



Suggestions (Total N=3103)« 



6,V,ng P^ents more Information about children's success In school. 
Making parents feel more welcome In the school. 
Having more activities which Include children, parents and teachers. 
Helping parents to better understand the subjects being taught. 
Helping students understand that having their parents Involved Is Important. 
Planning more school activities at times when working parents can come. 

Having Info™, meetings or activities where parents and school staff can get to know each other better 

Asking parents In what ways they would like to be Involved. 

Sending more information to parents about ways they could be involved. 

Giving parents activities they can do at home with their children. 







4.391 


.695 


4.369 


1 .702 


4.289 


.756 


4.276 


.714 


4.276 


.776 


4.254 


.819 


4.221 


.801 


4.218 


.776 


4.1661 


.766 


.085 


.865 
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Fre,«nc, ,nd R„* Order of Ajr««,t .It* Peasons Wny Parents 
Becooe less Involved at High School 



BEST COPy AVAIUBLE 



Reasons 
(Total N=3103)a 



Parents may not understand some ov the courses taken In high school, ( N =2957)~ 
Teachers don't ask parents to be Involved In school as much. ( N , 2 917) 
There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. (N-2844) 
There are not as many PTA activities for high school parents. (N-2829) 
Children do not want their parents Involved when they get to high school, (n-2912) 
High school principals do not encourage parent Involvement In the school. ( N =2790) 
Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. (N-2905) 

llTtlt: n (J=2«3) t1me t0 ^ ,nV0Wed ,n SCh ° 01 work at the 

There are too many teachers to talk to. (N-2935) 
The schools are too far away. (N=2942) 



b!Ll Number °J parents r «Pond1ng to the Individual -tern 

<I!B'^ ZStVt tZ? t r LZ?, ,a ' , ', 0r str °"°" w.tn the reason 

excised In calculating Z I percental nS " m " t " > t0 the «'»'•"! reason "un -iss.ng data 



Frequency 
of Aorpp- 
ment b 


AH iltr ^ ns4 

oUJIJSCeO 

Frequency 
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taken in high school; teachers don't ask parents to be involved in 
school as much; and there are not as many parent/teacher 
conferences. Exhibit 16 shows the mean response to each reason. 

In order to understand more ',bout the expanded survey, 
comparisons were made between levels of interest in parent 
involvement roles and parents' reports of participation ir, related 
parent involvement activities. Exhibit 17 and Exhibit 18 show 
these comparisons. The most striking discrepancy between Interest 
and participation appears in the role of decision-maker where 74.6% 
of the parents express interest in decision-making activities but 
less then 30% of the parents report any kind of participation in such 
decision-making. 

Secondary analyses of the expanded survey were also conducted. 
Frequencies, adjusted frequencies, rank orders, and means were 
obtained by breaking down the survey into groups according to the 
following demographic characteristics: gender, ethnicity, 
educational level, marital status, family work status, city size, 
age, number of children, income, and year of survey . Tables were 
prepared to show the breakdowns using percentage and mean comparisons 
for each demographic variable. These tables are included as 
Attachment __D_ through Attachment W . 

To interpret these comparisons, a significance level of p<.001 
was used to identify significant differences, and the eta squa?e 
statistic was used as an estimate of the amount of variance that 
could be accounted for the difference. Attachment X shows the 
breakdown of item responses according to each demographic variable. 
Income, ethnicity, educational level, and city size breakdowns 
contained the greatest number of items that varied according to the 
demographic variable, although there were items that varied according 
to each demographic variable. 

Examples of items that varied according to income level are: 

Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals (eta2=.i8); 

I have little to do with my children's success in school 
(eta2=.i5); 

Helping to plan what will be taught in school (eta2=.i5); 

Working as part time paid staff in school (eta2=.i5); 

Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs 
(eta2=.i4); 

Working parents do not have time to be involved in school 
activities (eta2=.i3); 

I do not have enough training to help make school decisions 
(eta2=n). 



Examples of items that varied according to ethnicity are: 

45 
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Exhibit 16 



Kean Response and tank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents 
Become Less Involved at High School 



Reasons (Total N=3103)a 



Parents may not understand some of the courses taken In high school. 

Teachers don't ask parents to be Involved In school as much. 
There are not as many PTA activities for high school parents. 
There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 

High school principals do not encourage parent Involvement In the school. 
Children do not want their parents Involved when they get to high school. 
Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 

Parents do not have time to be Involved In school activities and work at the same time. 
There are too many teachers to talk to. 
The schools are too far away. 



h |j = f| umber of respondents 
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Exhibit 17 



Comparison ^ Percent of P;r ejts' Interest In Parent Involvement Roles with Their 
participation In Related Parent Involvement Activities 

(Total N=3103) 



Role 



1. Paid School staff - work in the 
school as an aide, parent educa- 
tor, assistant teacher, assistant 
librarian, or other such jobs. 



2. School Program Supporter - coming 
to the school to assist In events; 
for example, chaperoning a party 
or field trip, taking tickets at 
a fund-raising dinner, or such 
activities. 



Frequency 
of Inter- 
est* 



1824 



2753 



Adjusted 

Frequency 

(Percent) 



Related Parent 
Involvement Activities 



58,5 



90.1 



1. Working full time paid staff, for 
example, teacher, librarian, teacher, 
aide, cafeteria help, etc. 

19. Working as part time paid staff, for 
example, assistant teacher, room 
clerk, nurse, helth aide, etc. 



Frequency 
of Partic 
ipatlonb 



6. Helping with school activities such 
as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund 
raising, etc, 

7. Helping teachers with classroom 
learning activities, for example, 
story telling, reading, math games, 
etc. 



8. 



Helping in the school, for example, 
the library, reading center, play- 
ground, lunchroom, nurse's office, 
etc. 



9. Going with children and teachers on 
school field trips or picnics, or to 
parties. 

1. Organizing parent volunteer activi- 
ties. 

2. Taking part in PTA meetings. 



847 



532 



2400 



1194 



1228 



2051 



1501 



2494 



! irjSeM^r^^re"!: ^.^SfS^lVrfl^f^t^ 1 7ff 1nitel V^ed), •""^ 
0 Using a four-point scale of 1 JneveVl to 2 LftT\ 1ntereSt ? d > or \ a 5 (definitely interested), 
responding with a 3 (sometimes) o?4 (oftenj! ""^ ° f Part1c1 *"» t1on ts the number of parents 
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(Percent 
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82.4 
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Courts.. IMjjjM Pjrejts- m^t 1. „ t „ t Mnn i »„1es .1th The.r 
participation In Related parent Involvement Activities 

(Total N*3103) 



Role 



3. Home Tutor - helping your chll- 
dren at hone with school wark or 
other educational activities. 



Audience - supporting your child 
in school, for example, by going 
to school performances, baking 
for bake sales, responding to 
notices from the school, etc. 



5. Advocate - meeting with school 
board or other officials to ask 
for changes in rules or practices 
in the school or school system. 



Frequency I Adjusted 
of Inter- I Frequency 
est* | (Percent 



2783 



91.2 



95.9 



2383 



77.8 



Related Parent 
Involvement Activities 

2. Helping children with homework. 

15. Helping children learn through the 
use of educational mstei«is at home, 
for example, games, magazines, books, 
etc. 

16. Taking children to places of educa- 
tlonil Interest, for example, 
museums, libraries, art galleries, 
etc. 



3. Visiting the school to see what Is 
happening. 

4. Going to "open house" or special 
programs at school. 

22. Going to parent/teacher conferences 
about your child's progress. 

7. Working to improve the school's 
through community groups such as 
neighborhood associations, church 
organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc. 

23. Giving ideas to the school board 
or school administration for making 
changes. 

24. Going to meeting of the school board. 



Frequency 
of Partlc 
Ipatlon 0 



2425 



1069 



1028 




77 



78 



Adjusted 

Frequency 

(Percent 



81.5 



37.4 



34.9 



Exhibit 17 cont'd. 

Carlson by Percent of Parents* Merest ,„ Parent Involved Roles with Their 
Participation In Related Parent Involvement Activities 

(Total N=3103) 



"3- 



Role 



6. Co-Learner - going to classes or 
workshops with teachers and 
principals where everyone learns* 
more about children and education. 



7. Peel si on -Maker - being on an 
advisory board, a school commit- 
tee, or governing board; or by 
giving your opinions to these 
boards or committees. 



Frequency 
of Inter 
est* 



2454 



2287 



Adjusted 

Frequency 

(Percent) 



80.0 



Related Parent 
Involvement Activities 



74.6 



5. Going to classes at the school which 
help you teach your children at home 

10. Going to workshops or other >uch edu 
catlonal activities for parents at 
the school. 



13. Planning the school budget. 

14. Helping to plan what will be taught 
In the school. 

18. Helping decide how well school pro- 
grams work (like Tltlel, Follow 
Through, ESAA, etc.). 

20. Helping to decide how well teachers 
and principals do their jobs. 

21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and 
principals. 




Frequency 
of Par tic 
1pat1on D 



1148 



1405 



736 
542 

748 

506 
271 
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Adjusted 

Frequency 

(Percent 



57.2 
57.5 



27.4 
21.4 

28.6 
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Chanson by jeans of Parents' Interest In Parent Involve*^ Roles with Their 
Participation In Related Parent Involvement Activities 

(Total N=3103) 



Role 



Mean* 



1. Paid School staff - work in the 
scnooi as an aide, parent educa- 
tor, assistant teacher, assistant 
librarian, or other such jobs. 



2. School Program Supporter - coming 
to th. scnooi to assist in events; 
for example, chaperoning a party 
or field trip, taking tickets at 
a fund-raising dinner, or such 
activities. 



3.483 1.439 



S.D. 



Related Parent 
Involvement Activities 



1. Working full time paid staff, for 
example, teacher, librarian, teacher 
aide, cafeteria help, etc. 

19. Working as part time paid staff, for 
example, assistant teacher, room 
clerk, nurse, helth ai«l e , etc. 

6. Helping with school activities such 
as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund 
raising, etc. 

7. Helping teachers with classroom 
learning activities, for example, 
story telling, reading, math games, 
etc. 

8. Helping in the school, for example, 
the library, reading center, play- 
ground, lunchroom, nurse's office 
etc. * 

9. Going with children and teachers on 
'^QQl field trips or picnics, or to 

Parties. 



11. Organizing parent volunteer activi- 
ties. 

12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 



Meanh 



1.839 



1.550 



3.720 
2.286 

2.263 

2.897 

.467 
3.347 



o 
in 



S.D. 



1.192 



1.031 



1.001 
1.183 

1.228 

1.134 

1.224 
.942 
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Exhibit __18 cont'd. 

C<-parison by Heans of Parents' Interest in Parent Involve-** Roles -it. Their 

Participation in Related Parent involvement Activities 
(Total N=3103) 



Role 



3. Home Tutor - helping your chil- 
dren at home with school work or 
other educational activities. 



Audience - supporting ycur child 
in school, for example, by going 
to school performances, baking 
for bake sales, responding to 
notices from the school, etc. 



5. Advocate - meeting with school 
board or other officials to ask 
for changes In rules or practices 
In the school or school system. 



Mean* 



S.D. 



4.703 



.832 



4.703 



.626 



4.129 



1.039 



Related Parent 
Involvement Activities 



2. Helping children with homework. 

15. Helping children learn through the 
use of educational matelals at home, 
for example, games, msqazlnes, books, 
etc. 

16. Taking children to places of educa- 
tional Interest, for example, 
museums, libraries, art galleries, 
etc. 



3. Visiting the school to see what Is 
happening. 

4. Going to "open house" or special 
programs at school. 

22. Going to parent/teacher conferences 
about your child's progress. 

17. Working to Improve the school's 
through community groups such as 
neighborhood associations, church 
organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc. 

23. Giving Ideas to the school board 
or school administration for making 
changes. 

24. Going to meeting of the school board, 



Meanb 



3.163 



2.059 



2.020 



in 



S.D. 



.946 



1.198 



1.125 



1.125 
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Carlson by t ^£~' W«* In Parent Involvement Roles with Their 

Participation In Related Parent Involvement Activities 
(Total N*3103) 



Role 



6. Co-Learner - going to classes or 
workshops with teachers and 
principals where everyone learns 
more about children and education 



7. Decision-Maker - being on an 
advisory board, a school cum It- 
tee, or governing board; or by 
giving your opinions to these 
boards or committees. 



Mean* 



4.128 



4.030 



S.D. 



1.046 



Related Parent 
Involvement Activities 



5. Going to classes at the school which 
help you teach your children at home. 

10. Going to workshops or other such edu 
cat tonal activities for parents at 
the school. 



1.119 13. Planning the school budget. 

14. Helping to plan what will be taught 
1 In the school. 

18. Helping decide how well school pro- 
1 grams work (like Titlel, Follow 
Through, ESAA, etc.). 

20. Helping to decide how well teachers 
and principals do their jobs. 

21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and 
1 principals. 



i us 5 ;:, 9 1 ass £!. e s { isr^fi"'"" * 5 ( * ,,n,te * 



Mean 0 



2.607 
2.611 



1.797 
1.629 

1.629 

1.588 
1.331 
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c - Comparing t he expanded parent involvement data base with 
previous surveys of other key stakeholder? 

The next major task was to prepare appropriate comparison tables 
from the other stakeholder group previously surveyed. Since the 
survey instrument was different for each group previously surveyed 
tables were prepared using the current Parent Involvement ' 

£2 t 2?!! a1re * (PIQ) a 5 the guide ' Items that asked for the same data 
iJSJt £?r?Vf! ponden J s were used t0 P pe P are these tables. The 
tab es followed the sections of the PIQ and were organized into the 
following categories: 

- Parents' Agreement Compared to Educators' Agreement with 
Statements about Parent Involvement; 

- Parents' Interest in Compared to Educators' Perceived Usefulness 
of Parent Involvement in School Decisions; 

- Parents' Interest in Compared to Educators' Perceived Importance 
of Parent Involvement Roles; 

- Parents' Report of Participation in Parent Involvement 
Activities Compared with Educators' Report of Typical School 
Parent Involvement Activities; 

- Parents' Interest in School Decisions Compared to Existing 
school Policies that Encourage Parent Involvement in School 
Decisions. 

The next step was to compare the expanded parent data base with 
other stakeholder groups. Exhibit lg shows what percentage of each 
respondent group (parents, teachers, principals, superintendents, 
school board presidents, state education agency officials, and 
teacher educators) agreed with statements about parent involvement. 
The statement from the PIQ is used as the reference guide, although 
it was not worded exactly the same on the other surveys. Strong 
levels of agreement across all of the respondent groups is evident 
for these statements: (1.) Teachers should give me ideas about 
helping my children with homework; (10.) I should make sure that my 
children do their homework; (14.) I cooperate with my children's 
teachers. Low levels of agreement cross all of the respondents 
groups is evident for two statements: (3.) Teachers have enough to do 
without also having to work with parents; and (17.) I have little to 
do with my children's success in the school. 

There was disagreement among the respondents on six statements. 
These statements are: (2.) Teachers should be in charge of getting 
parents involved in the school; (7.) I usually feel at ease when I 
visit the school; (g.) I do not have enough training to make school 
decisions; (13.) I should have the final word in decisions about my 
children s education; (15.) I should be responsible for getting more 
involved in my children's school; (2 j.) I should help evaluate my 
children's teachers and principals. 
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Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the school 
(eta2=.i0); 

Teachers should be in charge of getting parents involved in the 
school (eta2=.08); 

Going to "open house" or special programs at school (eta2=.08); 

Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals (eta2=.08). 
Examples of items that varied according to educational level 
are: — 

Working parents do not have time to be involved in school 
activities (eta2=.i4); 

I have little to do with my children's success in school 
(eta2=.i0); 

I do not have enough training to help make school decisions 
(eta2=.09). 

Examples of items that varied according to city size are: 

Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals (eta2=.06); 

Evaluating how well by children are learning (eta2=.06). 

Although it is inappropriate to generalize, it appears that 
parents in this survey differ in their responses to items on the 
survey according to demographic variables. When one looks at the 
significant differences and then at the percentage of respondents 
agreeing from each sub-group, statements such as the following can be 
made: 

Parents in this sample with family income below $15,000 help to 
hire or fire teachers and principals significantly more often 
than parents with income above $15,000. 

Parents in this sample with less than a high school diploma 
agreed significantly more often with the statement "working 
parents do not have time to be involved in school activities." 

Parents in this sample who are Black or Hispanic expressed 
interest significantly more often in participating in decisions 
related to having more multicultural/bilingual education in the 
school than did Anglo parents. 

Because these analyses are preliminary and not the central focus of 
the study, the above statements are listed as examples of the 
findings. More in-depth surveys are needed to confirm these 
findings. What this survey has done is point out the need for more 
intensive study of the relationship of demographic variables to 
parent involvement. 
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Exhibit 19 

»™nt»' *™"»t tapered ta Educators' a**eaaat «tth Stateanats 



Parent lnvot 



Statements 
(Total 



!. Teachers should give ae Ideas about helping ay children 
with hoaework. 

2. Teachers should be In charge of getting parents Involved 

in the school. 

3. Teachers have enough to do without also Having to work 
with parents. 

Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 
5# ln , thI P Sho^f° Uld * ^ C>Wr9e ° f 9eUf " 9 P*™** Involved 

6. I want teachers to send acre Information hoae about class- 
rooa learning activities. 

7. 
8. 



9. 
10. 



I usually feel at ease when I visit the school. 

!.?" e \J ird Um tMcMn 9 soae skills to ay children 
like reading, aath, and writing. 

I do not have enough training to Kelp aake school decisions 
I should aake sure that ay children do their hoaework. 

to be Involved fln school 



I. Working parents do not have tl 
activities. 



Parents 
(ft-3103) 


Teachers 
(ft-881) 


Principals 
(H-726) 


Superinten- 
dents 
(IM200) 


School 
ioard 
Presidents 
(H-662) 


1 State Educ. 
Agency 
Officials 
(N-29) 


Teac 

Educator s 
(A-575) 




Adjusted 

Frequency 

(Percent)^ 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Parent lb 


Adjusted 
Frequency 

/ — a- ifc 

imrceni j" 


Adjusted 

Frequency 

(Percent) 0 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
( Percentjb 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
( Percentjb 


Adjusted 

Frequency 

(Percent)b 




96.2 


95.1 


98.8 


98.8 


98.0 


96.5 






47.9 


70.0 


83.4 


60.2 


an q 


07. U 


56.9 




7i a 


CJ.9 


12.5 


2.8 


6.2 


3.4 


4.7 




72.7 


86.8 


92.1 


86.5 


80.1 


89.6 


81.0 




60.6 


64.5 


73.7 


87.3 


75.2 


93.1 









oq.o 


73.2 












91.3 


39.0 


43.7 












49.3 


52.6 


55.5 












34.1 


62.0 


58.4 


81.5 


71.8 


75.8 






97.4 


97.4 


97.1 












29.4 

















Adjusted Frequency . The percent of person, responding f. ¥0 r.bly to the lndlvtdu.1 ,t.te~nt with ml 
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Exhibit 

Parents' Afroenwut Cmm+r+4 to Educators 



Statements 
(Total tt>7176)« 




13. I should nave the final word In decision about my 
children's education. 9 

14. I cooperate with my children's teachers. 
,5 " Jh^ren d ^sc^T Slb1t <B "* 

i 16 ' e^crftS. $p€fid tim Mptn * * Ml — * l «* **" 

17. I have mtle to do with my children's success In school. 

18. Parents should take part Mre In school decisions. 

19. School districts should v»ke rules for Involving parents. 
20 - p r ]J^|pJ l help ev4lu "« »y children's teachers and 



* N-Nunber of respondents. 



Parents 

(N-3103) 



Adjusted 
frequency 
(Percent)* 



75. 9 

70.3 

90.3 
95.7 

99.3 

K0.6 
93.3 
20.5 
71.8 



19 cont'd. 

mttm **tmmto otout Parent Involvement 

Teachers 
(N«88I) 



Adjusted 

Frequency 

(Percent)l 



75.2 

21.3 

S9.4 
67.8 

4.2 
80.3 

21.5 



Principals 
(A-726) 


Superintend 

dents 
(ft-1200) 


| School 

f VII II 

Presidents 
(h-662) 


State Educ. 
Agency 
Officials 
<"•?*) 


Teacher 
Educators 
(N-575) 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
irercent j* 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )■ 


Adjusted 

Frequency 

(Percent)* 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
( Percent^ 


Adjusted 

Frequency 

(Percent)* 


8lT3 






! 


91.0 


18.2 


21.9 


22.7 


41.3 


47.7 


9S.3 








96.2 


51.1 


80.2 


89.8 


79.3 


19.7 
71.5 


4.3 


7 n 


9.9 


3.4 




85.1 








80.8 




91.8 


84.2 


96.7 




22.5 


8.8 


11.4 


18.9 


49.4 
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Parents' interest in school decisions is compared to educators' 
perceived usefulness of parent involvement in school decisions in 
Exhibit 20 . For two decisions— (1. ) parent involvement in the 
amount o f homework assigned and (4.) placing children in special 
education— there was response similarity in the level of interest 
expressed by parents and the perceived usefulness of parent 
involvement by educators. With regard to other decisions, a great 
deal of response dissimilarity was evident when comparing the level 
of interest expressed by parents with the perceived level of 
usefulness expressed by educators for parent involvement. For 
example, response differences between parents' interest and 
educators' perceived usefulness were evident in decisions about (3 ) 
selecting school textbooks and other learning materials, (6.) hiring 
principals and teachers, (7.) evaluating how well principals and 
teachers do their job, (9.) firing principals and teachers, (13.) 
setting school rules for grading and passing children, and (14.) 
helping decide what to teach and when. In all of these d£*isions, 
parents expressed more interest in participating in school Decisions 
than educators felt such participation would be useful. 

Interestingly, for the decision about parent involvement in 
evaluating how well their children are learning, 82.1% of the parents 
were interested, and 87.3% of the superintendents, 83.9% of the 
school board presidents, and 89.7% state education agnncy officials 
concurred that it would be useful. However, only 38.5% of the 
teachers and 45.2% of the principals thought such involvement by 
parents would be useful. 

Parents' interest in parent involvement roles are compared to 
educators' perceived importance of these roles in Exhibit 21 . 
There was a match between parents' strong interest in the tHree 
traditional roles (school program supporter, home tutor, and 
audience) and educators' strong perceptions of the importance of 
those roles. There was disagreement about the role of 
decision-maker, with 74.6% of the parents expressing interest and 
only 44.8% of the teachers and 50.1% of the principals thinking the 
role was important. 

Exhibit 22 shows parents' report of participation in parent 
involvement activities compared with educators' report of how typical 
the activities were in their schools. Two activities were 
consistently rated with both a high level of participation by parents 
and as a highly typical activity by educators. These two activities 
were: (4,) going to open house or special programs at school and 
(22.) going to parent/teacher conferences about children's progress. 

Three activities were consistently rated low in terms of level 
of participation by parents and not being a typical involvement 
activity by educators. These activities were: (14.) helping to plan 
what will be taught in school; (18.) helping to decide how well 
teachers and principals do their job; and (21.) helping to hire or 
fire teachers and principals. 

For several activities, there was a lack of concurrence between 
which activities parents reported participating in and educators 
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Parents' Interest In 
•f Par*nt 



Exhibit 20 



te educators' Perceived Usefulness 
In Scueel tKltlm 



Decisions 
(Total hW176)* 



10. 



Aeount of honework assigned. 

Choosing classroom discipline aethods. 

Selecting school textbooks and other learning materials. 

Placing my children In Special Education. 

Evaluating hon well my children are learning. 

Hiring principal and teachers. 

Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their Job. 
Deciding what's frost Important for the school budget. 
Firing principal and teachers. 

So!!l *° re ■ u,t,cuUttri, / bni "9«*« tducatlon In the 



Parents 
(N-3103) 



Adjusted 

f req u enc y 

(Percent)b 



11. Making school desegregation plans. 

12. Setting school behavior rules. 
Setting school rules for gratog and passing children. 

14. Helping t he school decide what to teach and how. 

* H*Hueber of respondents. 
Adjusted Frequency - The percent of persons responding favorably 



80.1 

03.2 

70.4 

70.7 

82.1 

50.0 

72.3 

65.4 

43.8 

56.7 

61.7 
82.4 
74.1 
57.0 



Teachers 
(N-881) 


Principals 
(*726) 


Superinten- 
dents 
(JM200) 


School 
Board 
Presidents 
(N-6K) 


State Educ. 
Agency 
Officials 
(N-29) 


Teacher 
Educators 
(N*575) 


Adjusted 

frequency 

(Percent)b 


Adjured 
frequency 
( Percent)* 


Adjusted 

frequency 
(Percent)b 


Adjusted 

frequency 

(Percent)b 


Adjusted 

frequency 

(Percent)b 


Adjusted 

frequency 

(Percent)b 


(1.2 


69.8 


76.7 


72.5 


89.7 


66.6 


58.0 


59.0 


65.2 


S3. 8 


82.8 


67.8 


41.4 


74.1 


53*0 


50.2 


62.1 


61.8 


70.2 


82.4 


/7.8 


74.2 


82.8 


87.0 


38.5 


| 45.2 


87.3 


83.9 


89.7 


54.4 


12.7 


11.7 


12*5 


17.8 


17.6 


50.7 


zo.e 


23.5 








53.8 


42.2 




52.4 


45.6 


72.4 




12.7 


11.7 


13.3 


17.0 


17.6 


53.8 


57.8 


45.3 


72*6 


68.4 


86.2 


74.7 


57.7 


62.0 


74.6 


63.8 


83.1 


77.6 


57.4 


$9.7 










35.7 


41.4 








71.6 


23.9 


28.3 








39.8 



to m ImMvldu.! ,t.t«m with .issln, d.t. e«. U ded In dcl.tln, the percent.ge. 
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Exhibit 21 
frits' UtT«t |« c^r* to EOfeeToV.' Nrt.l,* 
tooo'vaawit Moles 



rtaoce 



Holes 
(Total H-717*)* 



H ffJUSchooMtaff - Hork to the school as an aide, parent 

j^gU^gg Supporter . c<afn« to the school to assist 
In lor exaopie. cheaerenlna a party or a field 

Tutor - Mplne yoor children at hOMvlth school work 
or other educational activities 

^djewe - supporting yow child In school, for exaople bv 
ioTHgTo school performances, baking for Ml sales ' * 
responding to notices fro- the school, etc. 

Advocate - awetlng with school board or other officials tn 
"^VsyTtT <n rUl " ° r ,,Me^,e • , K or 

L l nrW I ^ i?°^! 10 Cl *"" or »1tk teachers 

ESS! e " efyon * ,MrM ib0ttt cM,dr *" 

Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a school 



(HOICK; 



Adjusted 

Fr eq u enc y 

(Percent)* 



90.1 

91.2 
9S.9 

77.8 

80.0 

74.6 



Teachers 
(*861) 



Adjusted 

Frequency 

(Ptrcent> 

72.3 



93.6 

91.1 
95.0 

72.4 

65.8 

44.6 



Principals 
<*7*6) 



Adjusted 

Frequency 

(Percent)* 

67.3 
95.3 

69.7 
95.3 

66.9 

87.8 

50.1 



Super 1nte« 

dents 
(H-1200) 



Adjusted 

Frequency 

(Percent)b 

71.5 



94.1 

96.6 
98.6 

73.2 

63.7 

74.1 



School 
•oerd 
Presidents 
(U-662) 



Adjusted 

Frequency 

(Percent)* 

66.4 
95.0 

97.3 
99.2 

77.9 

62.3 

73.2 



State Cduc. 
Agency 
OfflcUls 
(W-29) 



Adjusted 

Frequency 

(Percent)l 

96.4 
100.0 

100.0 
100.0 

96.4 

76.6 

96.4 



• N«Nun6er of respondents. . 1 f i ■ 

P~: WCy ■ * ~- - ~~ — —m, to th. ,.,1,1*., states w ,th .|„ lns ,. t . exc)uded ln m 
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Exhibit 22 

Parents' Report of J^ticipation in Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared with Educators' Report of Typical 
School Parent Involvement Activities 



o 



Activities 
(Total N=6601)« 



Parents?-.. 
(N«3103) 
Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 



1. Working as full tima paid staff, for 30 9 
example, teacher, librarian , teacher 
aide, cafeteria halp, etc. 

2. Helping children with homework. 92.0 

3. Visiting the school to see what is 91 4 
happening. 

4. Going to "open house" or special programs 95.8 
at school. 

5. Going co classes at the school which help 57 2 
you teach your children at horns. 

6. Helping with school activities such as 80.7 
coffees, pot-luck suppers fund raising, 
etc. 

7. Helping teachers with classroom learning 44 5 
activities, for example, story telling, 
reading, math games, etc. 

Helping in the school, for example, the 43 9 
library, reading center, playground, 
lunchroom, nurse's office, etc. 

9. Going with children and teachers on 69 2 

school field trips or picnics, or to 
parties. 



(N*881) 
Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 



60.9 
44.2 

75.3 

23.5 

49.8 

33.2 

31.5 

72.8 



Principals 

(N=726) 
Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 



75.0 
61.5 

95.6 

39.7 

58.0 

49.6 

43.7 

88.2 



Supts. 
(N=1200) 
Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 



98.4 
91.1 

99.5 

39.1 

87.8 

48.0 



96.4 



School Bd. 
Presidents 

(N=662) 
Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 



98.6 
85.0 

99.2 

34.8 

90.1 

40.6 



96.5 



9 

ERIC 



jj N=Number of respondents — 
^- y .£ tK "fpersojs^epo^pa^e p art( c (pa t,o„ the activ)ty 



State Educ 
Agency Off. 

(N=29) 
Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 



82.1 
82.1 

82.0 

75.0 

50.0 

71.4 



53.6 
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Parents* Report of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared with Educators' Report of Typical 
School Parent Involvement Activities 



Activities 
(Total N=6601)b 



Parents 
(N-3103) 
Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 




11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 

12. faking part in PTA meetings. 

13. Planning the school budget. 

14. Helping to plan what will be taught in 
the school. 

15. Helping children learn with materials at 
home, for example, games, magazines, 
books, etc. 

16. Taking children to places of interest, 
for example, museums, libraries, art 
galleries, etc. 

7. Working to improve the schools through 
community groups like neighborhood 
associations, LULAC, NAACP, etc. 

8. Helping decide how well school programs 
work (like Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, 
etc • ) 



8b. 3 



81.5 



49.1 



28.6 



42.3 



70.8 



18.0 



58.3 



48.5 



16.8 



68.9 



29.1 



78.7 



63.4 



69.7 



16.4 



66.6 



49.6 



95.7 



71.7 



83.9 



81.5 



jj N=Number of respondents 

• Adjusted Freg^Th^percent a^rp^jrjnt participation in the individual activity with hissing data 
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20. Helping to decide how well teachers and 
principals do their jobs. 

21. Helping to hire or fire teachrs and 
principals. 

22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about 
your child's progress. 

23. Giving Ideas to the school board or 
school administration for making changes. 

24. Going to meeting of the school board. 



20.1 
11.0 
91.4 
37.4 
34.9 



7.4 
6.1 
83.5 
34.9 



6.9 
3.6 
89.6 
54.5 



9.7 
2.4 
98.0 
93.7 



13.1 
2.9 
96.8 
72.1 



CM 
VO 



State Educ. 
Agency Off. 

(N=29) 
Adj. Freq. 
(Percent) 



39.3 
7.1 
95.8 
92.9 



J N=Number of respondents ■ u 
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reported as not typical activities in their schools. Regarding two 
activities, (5.) going to classes at the school that help parents 
teach their children and (15.) helping children learn with materials 
at home, parents reported more participation than educators thought 
was typical at their schools. 

In other instances there were differences among educators about 
what were typical parent involvement activities. These included the 
following: (2.) helping children with homework; (3.) visiting the 
school to see what is happening; (6.) helping with school activities 
such as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund-raising, etc.; (17.) working 
to improve the schools through community groups like neighborhood 
associations, church organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc.; (18.) helping 
decide how well school programs work (like Title I, Follow Through, 
ESAA, etc.); and (23.) giving ideas to the school board or school 
administration for making changes. 

Exhibit 23 compares parents' interest in school decisions to 
school/district policies that encourage parent involvement in school 
decisions. Overall, there are few formal, written policies related 
to parent involvement in school decisions. Only in the case of 
placing children in special education do more than eighty percent 
(80%) of the superintendents report the existence of formal 
policies. The next highest percentage of reported existence of <s> 
formal policies by respondents occurs in the area of h 
multicultural/bilingual education in the school. £ 

Informal policies for evaluating how well children are learning 

reportedly exist, according to more than fifty percent (50%) of < 

respondents. No policies are reported by more than fifty percent 5 

(50%) of the respondents for: (l.) selecting school textbooks and ~. 

other learning materials; (4.) deciding what is most important for < 

the school budget; and (7.) helping the school decide what to teach -1 
and how. 



ERIC 



d « Refining the recommendations from the previous surveys 

Implications and recommendations from the previous surveys were 
first re-examined to determine what changes were necessary after 
combining both parent survey results. Second, the combined results 
were studied to see what new outcomes have emerged. 

Preliminary indications appear to support most of the 
implications that evolved from previous survey results, but certain 
subgroups cf parents seem to feel more strongly about such aspects of 
parent involvement as (a) being responsible for getting involved; (b) 
ensuring children do homework; (c) wanting to help children get the 
best education; (d) participating more in curriculum and governance 
decision-making; (e) evaluating school staff; and (f) helping more 
with school/classroom discipline. 

Stronger support also appears to be evident for the previously 
offered recommendations of (a) clearly defining parent involvement, 
(b) developing consensual written parent involvement policies, (c) 
providing staff and financial resources for parent involvement 
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Exhibit 23 



Decisions 
(Total *4994)« 



1. Selecting school textbooks and 
other learning oaterlals 

2. Placing «y children In Special 
Education. 

3. Evaluating how well my children 
are learning. 

4. Deciding what's Most Important 
for the school budget. 

5. Having wore oultfl cultural/ 
bilingual education In tie 

school . 

Setting school rules for 
grading and passing children. 

Helping the school decide what 
to teach and how. 



■ N*Nuaber of Respondents 
^Justed Frequency-The percent of 



Sc^rSilir^^ I* SU ~ l ******* Cohered to Cxlstlr, 
Scfceei Alleles tfcet Cncewrne Peront Involvownt In Scnoel I 



Interest 
Adjusted Frequency 
(Percent )b 



Reported by parents 
(N-3103) 



70.4 
70.7 
82.1 
65.4 
56./ 



Formal Policies 
Adjust* Frequency 
(Percent)™ 



Reported by: 



74.1 

57.0 



Sept. 
(N-1200) 



10.8 
88.0 
36.9 
5.0 
48.0 

15.1 
10.8 



Sch. id 
Pres. 
(N-662) 

TT 

64.7 
41.2 
3.4 
32.9 

12.7 
9.2 



State £d. 
Agency Off 
<"■*») 

18.5 
92.9 
17.9 
7.1 
53.6 

10.7 
18.5 



1 



School Decisions 

Informal policies 
Adjusted Frequency 
(Percent)* 



Reported by: 



Supt. 
(N-1200) 



26.2 
7.9 
54.7 
13.0 
24.1 

38.6 
26.2 



Sch. Id 
Pres. 
(ft«662) 

23.8 

23.0 

50.5 

11.1 

19.0 

32.2 
23.8 



State Ed. 
Agency Off 
("■29) 

22.2 
3.6 
3*.0 
7.1 
10.7 

14.3 

22.2 



No Policy 
Adjusted Frequency 
(Percent )b 



Reported by: 



Supt. 
(N-1200) 



63.1 
4.1 
8.4 
82.1 
27.9 

46.3 
63.1 



Sch. Bd 
Pres 
(N-662) 

67.0 

12.1 

8.3 
85.5 
48.1 

55.5 
67.0 



State Ed 
Agency off. 
(K-29) 

40.7 



35.7 
67.9 
25.0 

53.6 
40.7 



10S 

BEST COPY AVAILABLE 

0 104 
ERIC 



program implementation, (d) including parent involvement as part of 
teacher training, and (e) expanding the comprehensiveness and 
diversity of parent involvement programs. These implications and 
recommendations will be discussed in more detail in section E, Major 
Conclusions or Recommendations . Recommendations for each stakeholder 
groups were refined and prepared for dissemination. 

D2. Conducting Collaborative Efforts 

There were three major tasks involved in conducting 
collaborative efforts with project staff at Appalachian Educational 
Laboratory (AEL), Center for the Study of Schools (SCOS), and Far 
West Regional Educational Laboratory (FWL), regarding improvement of 
schools and education through parent involvement. First, project 
staff shared information about the survey with colleagues at the 
other Laboratories and Centers. Second, joint presentations were 
made at national meetings, and third the possibility of producing a 
state-of-the-art report was explored. 

Information was shared with colleagues at the other Laboratories 
and Centers. An examination of the CEDaR Directory was made to 
determine which Laboratories and Centers have projects or programs 
that might benefit from receiving information about PTEP survey 
results. A total of 12 recipients were identified. Each of these 
received a cover letter (see Attachment Y ) and executive summaries 
of reports from each survey's results. TrTresponse, PIEP has 
received related information in exchange from CSOS and AEL. A list 
of Labs and Centers to which PIEP has disseminated information thus 
far can be found in Attachment Y . 

Joint presentations with other Laboratories and Centers were 
made on three occasions during FY85. In March, PlEP's director made 
a presentation entitled "Parent Involvement: Is There a Consensus 
Among Parents and Administrators?" at the 1985 Convention of the 
American Association of School Administrators in Dallas. PIEP staff 
made a joint presentation at the Annual Meeting of the American 
Educational Sssearch Association in Chicago in April, entitled 
"Parent Involvement: From Research to Practice." Other participants 
were AEL and CSOS. 

In November, PIEP staff made a presentation entitled "Meeting 
Parent Involvement Needs Through Parent Educator Partnership: Is It 

Possible?" at a national conference, Methods of Achieving Parent 
Partnerships, in Indianapolis. Other presenters included the Center 
for Early Adolescence, AEL, and CSOS. 

Project staff have also worked to update PIEP's 
information/resource collection of parent involvement activities. 
Information was collected and reviewed for possible inclusion in a 
state-of-the-art report. Efforts to prepare such a report were 
deemed infeasible due to PAVAC decisions and the lack of moire 
information from other Labs and Centers regarding parent 
involvement. The information included in PIEP's FY84 Annual Report 
represents the most current state -of-the-art information with regard 
to parent involvement research. 
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D3. Disseminating project results 



The tasks involved in the dissemination of PIEP's results 
included: preparing three quarterly reports and a final report for 
the National Institute of Education; preparing written documents for 
publication in appropriate newsletters, magazines, journals, and 
books concerning parent involvement in education; making 
presentations at local, state, and national meetings, and assisting 
in facilitation of expanded information exchange and network 
building. 

In addition to the reports submitted to NIE, the following 
written publications have been prepared: 
"Parent Involvement in Education." School So cial Work Journal 
accepted for publication. — 

"Enhancing Parent Involvement: Guidelines for Access to an Important 
Resource for School Administrators." Education a nd Urban Society, 
accepted for publication. - 

Developing Teacher/Parent Partnerships: Guidelines and S trateoi es 
tor Trainin g Teachers in Harent Involvement Skills . Austin, fh — 
Southwest Educational Development Laboratory, 1985. ED 225 289^ 

Research-Based Guidelines and Strategies to Train Teacher s for Parent 

Involvement, paper prepared for 1985 Annual meeting of American 

Educational Research Association. ED 255 524. 

"Parent Involvement and the Elementary School Principal: Some 
Practical Guidelines," submitted for publication in NAESP's 
Streamlined Seminar Series . 1985. 

A Survey of Parents in Large Cities . Austin, TX: Southwest 
Educational Development Laboratory, 1985. 

"Parent Involvement: Is There a Consensus Among Parents and 
Administrators." Paper prepared for 1985 Convention of American 
Association of School Administrators; Dallas, TX, March 1985. 

"Parent Involvement: Is There a Consensus Among Parents and 
Principals?" Paper prepared for 1985 convention of National 
Association of Elementary School Principals; Denver, CO, April 1985. 

Information has also been disseminated to several individuals 
and organizations for possible publication in their newsletters, 
journals, books, etc. Among the recipients of PIEP information are: 

Local PTA's in Dallas, Houston, San Antonio and New Orleans 
Robert Cole, Assistant Director, 

Parent Development/ Pa rent Involvement Programs, 
Southern University 
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Gene Ponthieux, Executive Director for Instruction, Lou 
State Department of Education 

Dr. Lillian Katz 
ERIC 

Dr. Oliver C. Moles 
Coordinator 

FAE/SIG AERA Presentations 

Dr. Christianne Dean 
Family Matters Project 
Cornell University 

Virginia Spatz 

Institute for Responsive Education 

"National Conference on Citizen Participation" 

Ms. Elaine Stienkemeyer, President 
National PTA 
PTA Today 

Dr. Ellen Lynn, Coordinator 

Early Childhood Education Department 

High Scope Educational Research Foundation 

Dr. Richard Saxe, Professor 

Department of Education, Administration and Supervision 
University of Toledo 

Mr. Dan Merenda 

National Coalition for Parent Involvement in Education 

Ms. Diane Castle, Head 
Inservice Programs 

Kansas State Department of Education 

Dr. Jerold Bauch, Professor 
George Peabody College for Teachers 
Nashville, TN 

Ms. Eilene Raiden 

U.S. Department of Education 

Washington, D.C. 

Ms. Amy Cloud 
Health Group 
1330 Corporation 

Mr. David Seeley, Author 
Staten Island, NY 

Ms. Theodora Ooms, Director 
Parents As Partners 
Washington, D.C. 
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Ms. Izona Warner, Director 
Parents in Touch Program 
Indianapolis Public Schools 

Mr. Alejandro Peril la 
National Council de La Raza 

Secretary of Education's Office (Loye Miller) 
USA Today (Sylvia Lang) 
Education Daily (Susan Landers) 
Boston Globe (Editorial) 
Washington Post 

New York Times (Fred Hechinger) 
USA Today (Pat Ordovenshy) 

Mississippi Authority for Education TV (Michael Flanigan) 

Institute for Responsive Education 

Charles Steward Mott Foundation, Inc. (Pat Edwards) 

Citizens Education Center Northwest, Seattle, WA (Lisa Shrestha) 

New American School, New York City (Aaron Stern) 

Emily Wurtz (NEI) 

NEA Communications Division (Sam Pizzigati) 

Coordinator of Guidance for Anne Arundel Public Schools 
(Maryland - Curley Johnson) 

Focus on the Family. Pasadena, (California - Diane Keller) 

Presentations were made at the following local, state, and 
national meetings as a means of further sharing the results of the 
parent involvement research and parent involvement training 
guidelines derived from them: 

''Parent Involvement: Is There a Consensus Among Parents and 
Administrators." 1985 Convention of American Association of 
School Administrators, March 8, 1985. 

"Parent Involvement: Is There a Consensus Among Parents and 
Principals?" 1985 Convention of National Association of 
Elementary School Principals, April 2, 1985. 

"Highlights From a Survey of Parents and Educators Concerning 
Parent Involvement. "1985 National PTA Convention, June 18, 



68 
109 



Parent Involvement: What The Research Says For Teachers." 
Annual Inservice Meeting of Texas State Teachers Association, 
January 18, 1985. 

"Improving Parent Involvement in Education and Schools." Winter 
PTA Meeting of the Thornton Elementary School, Dallas, TX- 
February 26, 1985. 

"Impacting Local Government," Leadership Education Conference- 
Texas Government; May 5, 1985. 

"Parent Involvement: From Research to Practice." Annual 
Meeting of American Educational Research Association, April 1. 
1985, Chicago, IL. 

"Strengthening Parent Involvement Through Collaboration between 
the National Coalition of Title 1/Chapter 1 Parents and the 
Parent Teacher Association." Twelfth Annual In-Service Training 
Conference of the NCT1CIP, October 10, 1985, Houston, TX. 

"Meeting Parent Involvement Needs Through Parent-Educator 
Partnerships: Is It Possible?" Methods of Achieving Parent 
Partnerships, November 18, 1985, Indianapolis. 

Project staff have collaborated both within and outside the 
laboratory in order to assist in more information exchange and 
network building in the area of parent involvement in education. 
Within SEDL, Project staff have met with the Office of Institutional 
Communications to consider ways to share information about the 
Guidelines and Strategies for Training Teachers in Parent-Involvement 
Skills. A flyer was developed and other methods of 
information-sharing are being considered such as Project Briefs and 
press releases. 

Project staff have provided information through the Office of 
Institutional Communications for sharing with other researchers and 
practitioners of NIE for use in its electronic bulletin board, "NEI 
News." Also, information has been provided for the Office of 
Institutional Communications to share with members of the CEDaR 
network. 

Project staff also consulted with staff from the Regional 
Exchange and Regional Planning and Service Project. The major 
activity has been to help those staff and their advisory boards 
become aware of parent involvement activities both at SEDL and in the 
region. Project staff are exploring the possibility cf sharing PIEP 
information with the Regional Exchange Project's Turnkey Workshop and 
Audiovisual teleconferencing efforts in the region. 

Outside of SEDL, Project staff have helped facilitate 
information exchange and network building in several ways. Project 
MAPP (Methods of Achieving Parent Partnerships) in Indianapolis and 
the Family Matters Project at Cornell University have both utilized 
consultation from PIEP's director in developing their proposals about 
parent involvement. 
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Professor Gerald Brudenal of Florida State University requested 
PIEP assistance in field-testing a teacher training program utilizinq 
the guidelines and strategies. Professor Jerald Bauch from the Betty 
Phillips Center for Parenthood Education also requested assistance in 
presenting approaches to training teachers about parent involvement 
at the National Association of Educators of Young Children 
Conference. 

Information was mutually shared with Dr. Frank Montalvo of Our 
Lady of the Lake University and the Hispanic Secondary Education 
Project for the Ford Foundation. Jose Olive of National Association 
of Bilingual Educators also utilized PlEP's ig82 parent survey to 
help frame the questions for a NABE parent survey. 

A list of additional activities that involve information 
exchange and/or expanded networking among individuals, agencies 
organizations, and association is as follows: 

- sharing survey executive summaries of our parent involvement 
research with the Mott Foundation in response to interest in 
parent involvement as an integral part of their community 
education projects. 

- providing information via executive summaries of research 
reports to the Seattle Citizen Education Center Northwest in 
response to their request for survey data. 

- forwarding executive summaries of our parent involvement 
research reports and a paper to the Mississippi Authority for 
Educational Television to assist in development of a series of 
TV programs regarding parent involvement. 

- conducting a live radio talk show program in response to a 
request by Station KTRH in Houston for more information about 
the results of our parent involvement studies. 

- sending information about parent involvement research outcomes 
and guidelines and strategies to the New American School in New 
York based upon a request for research based parent involvement 
teacher training materials. 

- sharing executive summaries of our parent involvement reports to 
the Guidance Center for Anne Arundel County Public Schools 
(Maryland) as per their request for parent involvement research 
information. 

- providing executive summaries of and paper about our parent 
involvement studies in response to request from the Office of 
Information at NIE. 

- forwarding a copy of the parent involvement teacher training 
guidelines and strategies to reviewers who critiqued these 
materials in their draft stages (see Attachment Z for list of 
reviewers). sending executive summaries for parenFTnvolvement 
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studies to Director of Planning, Round Rock, (Texas) Independent 
School District as followup to a meeting in which collaborative 
efforts with the Working Parents Project were discussed. 

sharing information with the National Council de La Raza in 
response to a request for information about parent involvement 
from the perspective of minority parents. 

sharing copies of the guides and strategies with college of 
education deans in region who accepted invitations to attend 
Nebraska College of Education Deans' Consortium Conference. 

providing summaries of expanded parent involvement survey 
results with participating PTAs in four large cities. 
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Major Conclusions and Recommendations 



Project staff have made a concerted effort to translate the 
research findings from the review and analyses of the expanded data 
base to practice-based recommendations for the key stakeholders in 
parent involvements. Although the recommendations are similar for 
each group because of the underlying general assumptions, Project 
staff felt that the recommendations would be more useful if taraeted 
to specific stakeholders. 3 

The assumptions underlying all of the recommendations are: 

1. Parents are important participants in the education of children 
and youth. Parent involvement in a child's education is a major 
factor for improving school effectiveness, the quality of 
education, and a child's academic success. Family participation 
relates to the eventual success of learners because it helps 
reinforce school learning, allows learners to relate 
home/community experiences to school activities, and enables 
education to tap a rich potential of resources and experience 
bases for its learning program. Parents should be partners in 
the educational process. 

2. The attitudes of teachers and educators are critical to the 
development of effective parent involvement programs and 
activities. It is not enough to have knowledge and skills about 
parent involvement; understanding is also important. Teacher 
training about parent involvement for both preservice and 
inservice educators is essential. 

3. Parent involvement is a developmental process that must evolve 
over time. The traditional activities of audience or school 
program supporter are at the beginning of the continuum and 
shared decision-making is at the other end of the continuum. 
Effective parent involvement must include a range of 
opportunities on this continuum. 

4. Certain sub-groups of parents seem to feel more strongly about 
specific aspects of parent involvement, and thus it is critical 
that educators ask parents how they want to be involved in their 
children's education. Educators need to expand the 
comprehensiveness and diversity of parent involvement programs. 

5. In each building, school, and district educators, parents, and 
community members need to meet to clearly define parent 
involvement and to develop concensual, written parent 
involvement policies. 

6. School districts need to provide staff and financial resources 
for parent involvement program implementation. 

Recommendations for Administrators for Enhancing 
Parent Involvement in Education 

A review and analysis of results from the surveys has led us to 
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offer the following recommendations for administrators as a means of 
enhancing fuller parent participation in the education of their 
children at home and at school: 

0 Administrators need to look beyond traditional ways of working 
with parents. Superintendents and school board presidents need 
to be aware that parents are interested in both the traditional 
and the shared decisionmaking forms of parent involvement. 

0 Administrators need to collaborate with parents to develop a 
clear statement about the goals of parent involvement in their 
school. The statement needs to be based on the premise that 
parents are equally as important to children's academic success 
as educators. 

School district policies encouraging parent involvement need to 
be put in writing and formalized. Response* from the 
superintendents' and school board presidents' surveys indicate 
that the existence of formal, written policies encouraging 
parent involvement is related to increased parent activities at 
a variety of levels in schools. 

0 In addition to providing induction, preservice, and inservice 
training for teachers, school administrators also should 
participate in parent involvement training activities. If 
administrators are not aware of the benefits of parent 
involvement and/or are not skilled in working with parents, they 
may set norms that discourage teachers from using the 
involvement skills and krowledge they have acquired. SEDL 
(1985) has developed a set of guidelines and strategies that may 
be useful in training teachers and administrators to develop 
partnerships with parents. 

0 Administrators need to ask parents how they want to be involved 
with their children's education. Survey results indicate that 
parents have a range of interests and may be more sophisticated 
than educators perceive them to be. 

0 Based on the interests of parents, administrators need to make 
certain that a variety of opportunities are available for parent 
involvement in the schools. Administrators should be sensitive 
to parents' skill levels, estimates of available time, work 
schedules, and individual preferences as they plan with parents 
to develop the most appropriate parent involvement activities. 

0 Administrators will need to help ensure that parents are more 
fully involved at all levels of the educational system. To 
facilitate this, administrators should make certain that parents 
are provided more information, more opportunities to share 
insights or concerns, and more training for partnership roles 
with school staff in the education of children. 

0 In establishing the framework for school district parent 
involvement programs, administrators will need to view the 
various types of parent involvement as a developmental sequence 



from both schools/districts' and parents' point of view. 
Therefore, administrators should be sensitive to the fact that 
increasing parent involvement in the role of audience requires 
comparatively less effort and skill on the part of both 
educators and parents than increasing the involvement of parents 
regarding such roles as home tutors, decisionmakers, advocates 
or co-learners. 

Administrators need to make available the appropriate kinds of 
resources for parent involvement efforts, in particular, there 
should be staff, space, and monetary resources identified and 
allocated for the implementation of effective parent involvement 
efforts. The provision of these resources will help emphasize 
the importance of parent involvement in education and 
demonstrate a commitment to its success. 

Recommendations for Teacher Educators about Trainin g 
Teacners tor Parent involvemenr 

A review and analysis of results from the surveys has led us to 
offer the following recommendations for teacher educators as a means 
of enhancing fuller parent participation in the education of their 
children at home and at school: 

Parent involvement at both the preservice and inservice 
elementary teacher training level should be a developmental 
sequence that progresses from learning about the more 
traditional types of parent involvement where parents are asked 
to cooperate with school staff, to the types of parent 
involvement in which school staff provide assistance to parents, 
and then toward the types where parents and school staff work 
together essentially as partners in education. 

Preservice elementary teacher education as well as inservice 
teacher staff development must, as a priority, focus on 
providing participants with an overview of, or background about, 
the parent involvement movement as well as providing them with 
knowledge, understanding, and skills regarding major aspects of 
parent involvement in education (e.g. the personal, practical, 
and conceptual frameworks as developed by SEDL (1985)). 

Teacher educators must provide parent involvement training 
experiences, for elementary preservice and inservice/teachers 
that stress parent involvement as an integral part of their 
preparation, rather than an attachment to it. As such, teachers 
will need to learn how to enhance teaching and learning success- 
how to develop better, more of a partnership with parents; how 
to help develop broader community support for the schools; and 
how to make cooperation between home and school more 
synergistic. 

° The parent-involvement teacher training sequence needs to 
include specific knowledge bases related to the various kinds 
and levels of parent involvement. For example: teachers should 
be taught the differences between teaching children in the 
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classroom and teaching or working with their adult parents to 
help them become more involved as home tutors. 



After preservice and inservice teachers examine and identify 
their attitudes toward parent involvement, broaden their 
perspectives concerning the value/impact of parent involvement 
and acquire the relevant knowledge and understandings regarding 
the main kinds of parent involvement, they should be provided 
practical opportunities or experiences to develop and sharpen 
skills in working with parents. 

Inservice parent-involvement teacher training— in order to more 
effectively enhance teachers' knowledge, understandings, skills 
attitudes, and motivations for working more collegially with ' 
parents— will need to consist of a series of sequenced workshops 
rather than a one-day, one-time workshop effort. 

Teacher educators must include principals and other 
administrators in parent involvement training, as they often set 
the rules and norms in the schools. If they are not aware of 
the benefits of parent involvement, or not skilled in working 
with parents, they may set norms for teachers that discourage 
them from using the skills or knowledge acquired regarding 
parent involvement. 

To help school districts develop better relations with parents 
and work with them as partners in education, teacher educators 
should emphasize with leaders the importance of spelling out the 
commitment to parent involvement through formal, written 
policies. Responses from our superintendents' and school board 
presidents' surveys indicate that existence of formal written 
policies encouraging parent involvement is directly related to 
increased levels of a variety of parent involvement activities 
in schools. 

Teacher educators should help teachers view various types of 
parent involvement as a developmental sequence, from the 
teachers' and the parents' point of view. Increasing parent 
involvementln the role of audience requires comparatively less 
effort and skill on the part of both teachers and parents than 
would parent involvement as home tutors. Therefore, interests, 
skill levels, and estimates of available time, especially on the 
part of parents, must be considered when deciding which types of 
parent involvement are to be the focus of program efforts. 

Teacher educators need to advocate that school district, 
building, and/or classroom parent-involvement efforts establish 
program activities based on the premise that parents are as 
equally important to children's academic success as educators. 
This will necessitate working with parents to help increase 
their participation at all levels of the educational process. 

Teacher educators need to stress that parents need more 
involvement in education so that they can (a) strengthen the 
capacity of their families to establish appropriate learning 
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environments, (b) provide meaningful home learning experiences 
and (c) support/rein force school learning activities. 

0 Teacher training should include an emphasis on providing parents 
with more educational information, more opportunities to share 
their insights/concerns, and more training, as needed, for the 
roles with which they can, or wish to be involved in education. 
Tnis can serve as a means of strengthening parents' ability and 
partnership status in the education of their children. 

Recommendations for Parents for Enhancing Paren t 
Involvement in Education 

The results from our surveys suggest that parents can do several 
things to become more involved in their children's education. These 
included the following: 

1. Ask teachers for ideas about things to help children learn at 
home and/or do homework. 

2. Ask principal to provide involvement training for parents who 
want it. 

3. Tell your children how important it is that teachers and you 
help with their education. 

4. Ask teachers to tell children how important parents are in their 
education. 

5. Tell principals and teachers what your skills and interests are 
regarding parent involvement. 

6. Tell principals and teachers what your skills and interests are 
regarding parent involvement. 

7. Tell principals and teachers how much interest, you have in 
making school decisions and which ones you would like to helD 
make. K 

8. Ask principals and teachers to discuss with you their feelings 
and ideas about parent involvement. 

9. Try to be involved in different school activities and not the 
same ones always. 

10. Choose the parent involvement role or roles that are best for 
you. 

11. Tell principals and teachers that you want to be a partner with 
them in improving schools and education for your community as 
well as the city. 

12. Discuss ideas with other parents and citizens in the coitmunity 
about getting more of them involved to improve schools and 
education. 
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Recommendations for Teachers for Enhancing Parent 
Invoivement in Education 

A review and analysis of results from the surveys has led us to 

offer the following recommendations for teachers as a means of 
enhancing full parent participation in the education of their 
children at home and at school: 

0 Teachers need to look beyond traditional ways of working with 
parents. More awareness is needed on the part of teachers 
regarding parents' interest in sharing both the traditional and 
decision-making forms of parent involvement. 

In helping to establish the framework for parent involvement 
programs, teachers will need to view the various types of parent 
involvement as a developmental sequence from both teachers' and 
parents' point of view. Therefore, teachers should know and 
understand that increasing parent involvement in certain 
involvement roles of will require comparatively less effort and 
skill on the part of both teachers and parents than increasing 
the involvement of parents regarding those roles with which they 
have had little or no opportunities for participation. 

° Teachers need to work collaboratively with parents and 
principals to develop a clear statement about the goals of 
parent involvement in their school. The statement needs to 
indicate that parents are equally as important to children's 
academic success educators. 

Teachers also need to find out how they want to be involved with 
their children's education both at home and at school. Survey 
results indicate that parents have a wide range of interests and 
may be able to be more involved than educators think they can. 

0 Based on the interests of parents, teachers need to help make 
certain that a variety of opportunities are available for parent 
involvement in classrooms and schools. Teachers should know 
what the skill levels, time availability, work schedules, and 
individual involvement preferences or interest of parents are as 
they plan, with parents, to develop effective parent involvement 
activities or programs. 

0 Teachers can help ensure that parents are more fully involved at 
all levels of the educational system by providing them more 
information, giving them opportunities to share 
concerns/insights, and advocating more parent training for 
partnership roles with school staff in the education of 
children. 

0 Teachers can enhance parent involvement by participating in 
preservice and inservice parent involvement preparation 
activities that help develop better partnerships with parents. 
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Teachers can help provide induction orientation in the area of 
parent involvement for new teachers. By modeling appropriate 
and ef recti ve ways of working with parents, teachers can help in 
developing and implementing effective parent involvement 
efforts. 

Teachers can advocate the need for formal, written school 
policies encouraging parent involvement. These policies can 
help teachers to explain the school's approach to parent 
involvement and to develop, then implement within the framework 
of the school and district. 

Teachers need to provide parents with ideas about things to help 
children learn at home and/or do homework. Teachers should also 
give parents suggestions about extending school learninq 
activities in the home. 

Teachers should help children understand how important it is 
for both parents and teachers to be involved with their 
education This will help children se* parents and teachers as 
partners in their schooling. 

Teachers should work with principals and parents to better 
understand and then help overcome the barriers to open 
communications between parents and teachers or other school 
staff. 



Recommendations for Principals for Enhancing 
Parent Involvement in Education" 

A review and analysis of results from the surveys has led us to 
offer the following recommendations for principals as a means of 
enhancing full parent participation in the education of their 
children at home and at school: 

Principals must envision ways of working with parents that go 
beyond those of the traditional order. In doing so, principals 
must be aware that parents are interested in all forms and all 
levels of parent involvement regarding schools. 

In establishing an atmosphere for broader parent involvement 
programs, principals must envision parent involvement as a 
developmental process on the part of teachers and parents. 
Therefore, principals should know and understand some parents 
will start with the more traditional kinds of parent involvement 
and grow or move into increasingly more sophisticated 
participation. Their skills and interest increase as they 
experience success and satisfaction from this level of 
involvement. Other parents can begin with higher order types of 
involvement and increase this to broader participation at the 
school, district or state level. 

0 Principals need to collaborate with parents and teachers in 
developing a clear statement about the goals of parent 
involvement in their school. The statement should clearly 
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indicate that parents are equally as important to children's 
academic or school success as educators. 

Principals should advocate for and help develop formal, written 
school district policies encouraging parent involvement. School 
superintendents, Central Office staff, school board and state 
education agencies need such input to help ensure that such 
policies will facilitate increased parent involvement. 

In addition to providing parent involvement and inservice 
training opportunities for teachers, principals also should 
participate in such activities. Principals need to be aware of 
the benefits of parent involvement and be skilled in working 
with parents so they do not set norms or create environments 
that prevent teachers from involving parents and discourages 
parents from becoming more involved. 

Principals should ask parents how they want to be involved in 
their children's education. Survey results indicate that 
parents have a wider range of interests than principals deem • 
useful or perceive them to have. Principals need to capitalize 
on these "unknown" parent interests as a way of improving their 
involvement in schools. 

Based on parents* interests, principals need to make a variety 
of home and school parent involvement opportunities available. 
This requires principals to be sensitive to the skill levels, 
time of availability, work schedules, and individual 
interests/preferences as they plan and develop with parents 
more meaningful parent involvement activities. 

Principals will need to help ensure that parents are more fully 
involved at all levels of the educational system. To facilitate 
this, principals should make certain that parents are provided 
more information, more opportunities to share insights or 
concerns, and more training for partnership roles with school 
staff in the education of children. 

Principals need to make available the appropriate kinds of 
resources for parent involvement efforts. In particular, there 
should be staff, space, and monetary resources identified and 
allocated for the implementation of effective parent involvement 
efforts. The provision of these resources will help emphasize 
the importance of parent involvement in education and 
demonstrate a commitment to its success. 

Principals can encourage teachers to provide parents with ideas 
for helping children learn at home and/or do homework. 
Principals can help ensure that teachers give parents 
suggestions for home learning activities. 

Principals need to stress with children how important it is for 
both their parents and teachers help with education. Principals 
need to make it clear that they want and encourage parents to 
visit the school and become part of children's schooling. 
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Principals should work closely with school staff and parents to 
reduce the barriers to more open communications and expand the 
opportunities for more partnership activities that benefit 
children's learning. 
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F. Significance of Project Accomplishments 



The expanded date base of information from parents in large 
cities is significant for several reasons. First, the additional 
data has provided local school educators with more complete 
information about the attitudes and current practices related to the 
involvement of parents from rural, suburban and urban areas in our 
region. Local school educators in the region will find these results 
useful in developing or improving their parent involvement programs. 
These educators can also use the information as a guide to planning 
specific types of parent involvement activities that are directed 
toward the specific interests, skills and time/work schedules of 
parents. Teacher educators will find the information helpful in 
preparing prospective as well as inservice teachers to work more 
effectively in the area of parent involvement. 

The expanded data base has made it easier to make more valid 
conclusions about the barriers to parent involvement in various 
geographic locations within the region. The attitudes of specific 
parent subgroups toward opinions about, and participation in, parent 
involvement activities. The expanded data base has been particularly 
successful in providing a description of parent involvement attitudes 
and activities among low socioeconomic status families and minority 
families. Information from these families is often not obtained, yet 
it is crucial to the development of more effective parent involvement 
programs. 

The expanded data base has also facilitated the process of 
making more accurate comparisons among parents and educators. This 
updated information enhances the framework used in developing the 
guidelines and strategies for training teachers about parent 
involvement. 

The collaboration with other research institutions has enhanced 
the PIEP's opportunities to meet and compare notes with research 
colleagues. The exchange of ideas has produced a better 
understanding of the current work being done in parent involvement 
and has led to a greater appreciation of the work of other 
institutions. The exchange of research reports has also made the 
work of all the Labs and Centers more widely available in all parts 
of the country. 

The dissemination efforts of the project nave attempted to be 
relevant to the day-to-day activities in schools. The PIEP has 
disseminated not only specific research findings and analyses of the 
data base, but PIEP has also disseminated implications of those 
findings and analyses in the form of recommendations for educators 
and parents. Specific recommendations were targeted to each 
stakeholder group (teacher educators, administrators, parents, 
teachers, and principals). The information disseminated has been an 
up-to-date view of parent involvement in SEDL's region. 

The significance of all of the project's activities is most 
evident in the expansion of parent involvement in education. The 
kind of interface and collaboration that the recommendations specify 
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for improving children's educational experience have helped increase 
the potential and opportunities for developing more effective family 
school, and community partnerships to improve schools and education 
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G. Deliverables 

1. Three quarterly progress reports submitted February 28, 1985, 
May 31, 1985, and August 31, 1985. 

2. One annual report of project work submitted November 30, 1985 
(10 copies). 

3. An executive summary of the Parent Involvement in Education 
Annual Report for fiscal year 1985. 
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sotr*u or tisirs r* com*n* jm*r?Wk™**i surveys 



location and Contact 
Information 



A. Dallas, TX 

T I Ida Hooe Elementary School 
3419 Gladstone 
Dallas, TX 75211 
(214) 339-514! 
Principal : Jin Ross 
PTA Pres. ? Judy Cortlnas 
2610 Gladstone 
Dallas, Texas 75211 
(214) 331-1893 (H) 

2. Pershing Elementary School 
5715 Headers Lane 
Dallas, TX 75229 

(214) 691-4921 

Principal: Hs. Hary pauIos 

PTA Pres.: Judy I 8111 

Erfckson 
5220 Boca Raton 
Dallas, Texas 75229 
(214) 987-1559 (H) 

3. Anson Jones Ele». School 
3901 Meredith street 
Dallas, TX 75211 

(214) 337-4749 

Principal : Richard Halquez 

PTA Pres .: Hs. Pat Haclas 

Dallas, TX 

(214) 330-6093 (H) 
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Location and Contact 
Information 



4. Thornton Elementary School 
6011 Old Ox Road 
Dallas, IX 75241 

(214) 376-8271 
Principal : Mr. Farrls Shop 
PM Pres. ; Rev Otis Daniels 
5/18 laiy River 
Dallas, TX 75241 
(214) 372-330! (M) 
(214) 637-0942 (0) 

B. New Orleans. LA 

5. Ray Abraws Eleoentflry 
School 

6519 Virgil Ian Street 
New Orleans, LA 70126 
(504) 242-5168 
Principal : Hs. Mrllyn Clay 
FiA Pres. : Marie Gaspard 
4*66 Pecan Street 
New Orleans, LA 70f2b 
(504) 241-2600 

6. Henry M. Allen Elementary 

School 

428 Broadway 
New Orleans, LA 70115 
(504) 866-5801 
Principal ; Ethel Nicholas 
PlA Pres. : Ann Zanders 
2311 Penlston Street 
New Orleans, LA 70115 
(504) 899-3224 



TUT 



28-31 



TT 



Bates 
February 



2/26/85 



2/14/85 



(W) 



25-28 



TT 



"HarcfT 



(0M) 



3/19/85 



(OW) 



131 



location and Contact 


3m 


«irv 


EIm 






Information 

7, Paul I* Dunbar Elementary 

School 

9330 Forshey Street 
New Orleans, LA 70118 
Principal: Alexander 
BruaMeid 

PTA Pres.: Debra Atkins 
2900 Live Oak street 
New Orleans, LA 70118 
(504) 488-9811 

8. Nedard H. Nelson Elementary 

School 

1300 Nil ton Street 
New Orleans, LA 70132 
Principal: Jose** Taylor 
P1A Pres.: Helen Pellerin 
141/ Senate Street 
New Orleans, LA 70122 
(504) 282-5469 

C. San Antonio. TX 

9. Hoelscher Elementary School 
1602 W. Thompson 

San Antonio, TX 78266 

Principal: Naroaret Harvev 

PTA Pres.: Naroarat 

Terrazas 

222 W. Bedford 

San Antonio, TX 78266 
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Information 

10. Stafford elementary School 
61! s.w. 36th Street 
San Antonio, TX 78237 
(51?) 433-4*12 
Principal : Luc 1 anna 
Crlstadora 

PTA Pres.: Abby Rodriguez 
?30 Joe Blanks 
San Antonio, TX 78237 
(51?) 434-8406 

11. Winston Elementary School 
2500 S. General NcMullen 
San Antonio, TX 78225 
(512) 433-4682 
Principal: Naomi Brown 
PTA Pres.: Ray Famble 
510-A Croyden Avenue 
San Antonio, TX 78226 
(51?) 925-2816 

\?. Schrh Elementary School 
906 March Avenue 
San Antonio, TX 78214 
(512) 924-3301 
Principal: Mr. Slavlteh 
PTA Pres.: Mary 0rne1« 

13. Douglas Elementary Schoo! 
318 Martin Luther King 

,>aii niiLU" IU, ieX«5 /OcUJ 

(512) 533-9931 
Principal: Donald Meriuro 
PTA Pres.: Euaene rnrtP7 
(51?) 532-4351 
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SURVEYS 



location and Contact 
Information 



Houston, TX 

74. Garden Villa Elew. School 
/IH5 Santa Fe 
Houston, Texas 7706! 
(711) 645-156! 
Principal : Richard Merlin 
PTA Pres .: Alicia Perez 
7li/ tvans 
Houston, Texas 7706! 
(71 J) 649-4588 

IS. Scrogglns Ele«entary School 
400 Boyles 

Houston, Texas 77020 
(MJ) 675-!043 
Principal : Lydla Cordova 
PTA Pres. : To*»1e Banks 
J/oo M ernes ter 
Houston, Texas 77004 
(711) 748-6699 



«/2/85 (DW/IG)? 



Apr it 



k-» I a-x 



«/2/85 (DW/IG)? 



29-30 
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Incatlon and Contact 
Information 



16. lewis Flementary School 
7649 RnckhlU 
Hnustnn, Texas 77061 
(713) 649-2375 
Principal : Sue Ann Payne 
PI A Pres. : Crystal Johnson 
Houstnn, Texas 
(713) 484-1633 (H) 
(713) 649-2375 (0) 

lr. Frost Fle*>entary School 
5650 SetWsky 
Houston, Texas 7704B 
(713) 734-1757 
Principal : Thowas Hanney 
PIA Pres. : Halite Godsey 
I06H FaTrcroft 
Hnuston, Texas 77048 
(713) 734-2211 

IH. Ronhronlc Elementary School 
4076 Ho) In 

Houston, Texas 77092 
V} J) 6R6-8970 
Principal : Hary Polheaus 
PIA Pres. : Kathy Parker 
(713) 6HI-R245 
Alsn Rprnlce Spence, 
Prociram Chairman 



Januar 



Dates 



IT 



TeT 



TFIF 



ruary 



2/25/85 



2/12/85 



(NC) 



11-15 
3/12/85 



March 



3E 
(HC) 



(NC) 
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Winter, 1985 



Dear Parent: 



We are working through the state and local PTAs m six states to gather 
Information from parents about parent Involvement. So far, we have 
received the same kind of Information from teacher educators, teachers, 
principals, and school administrators 1n these states. Now It Is your 

We «PP»-ec]ate the support and cooperation from the PTAs and you 1n helping 
us get this Information. Your answers will be kept confidential. 

?l!!!^l 0 ? S f V ] l nq out th ! Wtlonnilre are at the beginning of each 
section in this Instrument. Remember , please answer based upon your own 
feelings and experiences. Thank you very much for helping us, and we 
appreciate your taking time to do so. 

Sincerely, 



David L. Williams, Jr. (Dr.) 
01 rector 

Division of Family, School, 
and Community Studies 
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PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN EDUCATION 



PART I - GENERAL IDEAS ABOUT PARENT INVOLVEMENT 

Lt^r^^iSra^fsr^^ 1 " 9 1nV0lV8d 10 ch1ld ™' s ^1on, 
How much do you agree or disagree with each statement which follows? 
the number of your answer. 

Statements Strongly Strongly 

statements Disagree Disagree Agree _Agree_ 

1. Teachers should give me Ideas about 

helping my children with homework 1 2 3 4 

2. Teachers should be 1n charge of 
getting parents Involved in the 

sch001 1 2 3 4 

3. Teachers have enough to do without 

also having to work with parents 1 234 

4. Teachers need to be trained for 

working with parents 12 3 4 

5. Principals should be 1n charge of 
getting parents Involved 1n the 

sch001 1 2 3 4 

6. I want teachers to send more 
Information home about classroom 

learning activities 1 234 

7. I usually feel at ease when I visit 

the school ! 2 3 4 

8. I have a hard t1*e teaching some 
skills to my children like reading, 

math, and writing 1 234 

9. I do not have enough training to 

help make school decisions 1 234 

10. I should make sure that my children 

do their homework 1 2 3 4 

3 »3A j!<\V*\ u< 100 
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Statements 

11. Working parents do not have time 

to be involved in school activities. 

12. I would help my children more with 
homework if I knew wnat to do....... 



13. I should have the final word in 
decisions about my children's 
education 



U. I cooperate with my children's 
teachers 



15. I should t>6 responsible for getting 
more Involved 1n my children's 
school 



16. I want to spend time helping my 
children get the best education. 



17. I have little to do with my children's 
success in school 



18. Parents should take part more 1n 
school decisions 



19. School districts should make rules 
for Involving parents 



20. I should help evaluate my children's 
teachers and principal 



Strongly 

Oisagree Disagree Agree 



2 
2 

2 

.2 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 



3 
3 

3 
3 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 



Strongly 
Agree 



4 
4 
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PART II - PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN SCHOOL DECISIONS 

dSstS! 1 feel th8t PaPentS 4Pe 1nteP9Sted in he W"9 to make certain school 
How Interested are you In being involved In these decisions? 
Circle O the number of your answer. 

Definitely Probably 
SZh!™ int^t* t!™^ !£, J"*^ £££££ 

1. Amount of homework 

assign** 1 234 5 

2. Choosing classroom 

discipline methods 1 234 5 

3. Selecting school 
textbooks and other 

learning materials 1 234 5 

4. Placing my children 

in Special Education 1 234 5 

5. Evaluating how wall 
my children are 

learning.. ........ 1 2 3 4 5 

6. Hiring principal and 

tethers 1 234 5 

7. Evaluating how well 
principals and teachers 

do their job 1 234 5 

8. Deciding what's most 
Important for the 

school budget.... 1 2 3 4 5 

9. Firing principal and 

teachers ... \ 2 3 4 5 

10. Having more multicultural/ 
bilingual education 1n 

the school 1 2 3 4 5 

.^3 NEXT PAGE, PLEASE f 
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Definitely Probably 

11. Making school 

desegregation plans 1 2 3 4 5 

12. Setting school 

behavior rules 1 234 5 

13. Setting school rules 
for grading and passing 

children 1 234 5 

14. Helping the school 
decide what to teach . 

and how.... 1 234 5 
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PART III - PARENT INVOLVEMENT ROLES 



Parents can be involved in their child's education in several ways. 



e"h ^e!^ r0l * S b8l0W a " d **" h0 » mch 1nt6rg<t vnu "«ve In being involved 1n 



Circle Q the number of your answer. 



1. 



Roles 

Paid School Staff - 
worx m the school 
as an aide, parent 
educator, assistant 
teacher, assistant 
librarian, or other 
such jobs 



Definitely Probably 

f«*I«\* m r J° z Not Probably Definitely 
Interested Interested Sure Interested Interested 



2. 



3. 



School P roo raw 
supporter - coming 
to the school to 
assist 1n events; 
for example, 
chaperoning a party 
or field trip* 
taking tickets at a 
fund-raising dinner, 
or such activities-.. 



Home Tutor - 
heiping your children 
at home with school 
work or other 
educational activities... 



4. Audience - supporting 
your child m school, 
for example, by going 
to school performances, 
baking for bake sales, 
responding to notices 
from the school, etc., 
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Roles 

Advocate - 
meeting with school 
board or other 
officials to ask 
for changes 1n rules 
or practices 1n the 
school or school 
system 



Co-Learner - going to 
classes or workshops 
with teachers and 
principals where 
everyone learns more 
about children and 
education 



Definitely Probably 

Not Not Not Probably Definitely 

Interested Interested Sure Interested Interested 



Decision Maker - 
SeT ng on an advl sory 
board, a school commltee, 
or governing board; or by 
giving your opinions to 
these boards or 
committees 
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PART IV - PARENT INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITIES 



Look at each activity. 

"Don ? t r hfSS 0 ?hls°» S " 0t tMS aCt1v1ty ' c1rc1e O ""ro" 1n the column, 
^1£1R , |rtrStt t Si^ t, ^• 0«* filing how much 





Does Not 
Have This 


Does Have, and I take part: ' 


Activities 


Never 


Seldom 


Sometimes • 


Often 



1. Working as full time 
paid staff, for example, 
teacher, librarian, 
teacher aide, cafeteria 
help, etc 



2. Helping children with 
homework « 



3. V1 siting the school to 
see what 1s happening..., 

4. Going to "open house" 
or special programs 

at school 



5. Going to classes at 
the school which help 
you teach your children 
at home 



6. Helping with school 
activities such as 
coffees, pot-luck 
suppers, fund raising, 
etc...., t 



7. Helping teachers with 
classroom learning 
activities, for example, 
story telling, reading, 
math games, etc 



1 
1 
1 



8. Helping 1n the school, 
for example, the 
library, reading center, 
playground, lunchroom, 

nurse's office, ttcdjaAjtAVA Y^OD X?/dH 
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Activities 

Going with children 
and teachers on 
school field trips 
or picnics, or to 
parties 



10. Going *o workshops 
or otner such 
educational activities 
for parents at the 

school ' 



11. Organizing parent 
volunteer activities.... 

12. Taking part 1n PTA 
meetings 



13. Planning the school 
budget , 



14. Helping to plan what 
will be taught in 
the school.. 



15. Helping children 
learn with materials 
at hont, for example, 
games, magazines, 
books, etc 



16. 



Taking children to 
places of Interest, 
for example, museums, 
libraries, art 
galleries, etc 



17. Working to Improve 
the schools through 
community groups like 
neighborhood assodatl 
church organ1zat1<" , * < 
LULAC, NAACP, etc 
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Does Not 
Have This 


Does Have, and I take part: 




Never 


Seldom 


Sometimes 


Often 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


0 


i 
i 


c 


3 


4 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


0 ' 


1 


2 


• 

3 


4 


o 

V 


1 


2 


3 


4 


0 


1 


2 


3 


4 


»» 










0 


1 


2 


3 


4 
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Ooes Not 
Have This 


Does Have, and I take part: 


Activities 




Never 


Seldom 


Sometimes 


Often 



18. Helping decide how 
well school programs 
work (like Title I, 
Follow Through, ESAA, 
etc.) 



19. Working as part time 
paid staff, for 
example, assistant 
teacher, room clerk, 
nurse, health aide, 
etc 



20. Helping to decide now 
well teachers and 
principals do their 
jobs..... 



21, Helping to hire or 
fire teachers and 
principals 



22. Going to parent/ 
teacher conferences 
about your child's 
progress 



23. Giving Ideas to the 
school board or 
school administration 
for making changes.... 

24. Going to metttng of 
the school board.... 



0 
0 



• 1 



. 1 



2 
2 
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PART V - IMPROVING PARENT INVOLVEMENT 

sShSSls? the " SU " eSti0nS " ouTd * opk t0 9^ parents more involved in the 

Please circle Q your answer. 

c ^ Definitely Probably Don't Probably Definitely 

S"99est1ons Not Work Not work Know Would Jork SulS Srfc 

1. Sending more 
information to parents 
aboi't ways they could 

be Involved i 234 5 

2. Making parents feel 
more welcome 1n the 

school 1 2 3 4 5 

3. Helping parents to 
better understand the 

subjects being taught.... 1 234 5 

4. Having Informal meetings 
or activities where 
parents end school staff 
can get to know each other 

better 1 2 3 4 5 

5. Asking parents 1n 
what ways they would 

like to be Involved 1 2 3 4 5 

6. Giving parents activities 
they can do at home with 

their children 1 2 3 4 5 

7. Helping students 
understand that having 
their parents Involved 1s 

Important 1 2 3 4 5 

8. Giving parents more 
Information about 
children's success 

in school 1 2 3 4 5 
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9. Planning more 
school activities 
at times when 
working parents can 

come l 9 -> 



10. Having more activities 
which include children, 
parents and teachers.... 



151 
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PART VI - PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN HIGH SCHOOL 

Parents often are less Involved In children's education in high school. 

How much do you agree with these reasons for why parents become less Involved. 

PI ease circle Q your answer. 



Reasons 

I. Parents may not understand some 
of the courses taken 1n high 
school _ 



Strongly 

Olsagree Disagree Agree 



2. The schools are too fa.r away. 



3. There are too many teachers to 

talk to 



4. Teachers don't ask parents to be 
Involved 1n school as much 



5. Parents do not have time to be 
Involved 1n school actlvltes and 
work at the same time 



6. Children do not want their parents 
Involved when they get to high 
school 

7. Parents can't leave smaller 
children alone at h< 



8. There are not as many parent /teacher 
conferences 

9. There are not as many PTA activities 
for high school parents 

10. High school principals do not 
encourage parent Involvement 1n 
the school 



2 
2 

2 

2 



2 
2 
2 
2 



3 
3 

3 

3 



3 
3 
3 
3 



Strongly 
Agree 



4 
4 

4 

4 



4 
4 
4 
4 
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PART VII - PARENT INFORMATION 
Please answer each question below. 

1. Are you a PTA member? Yes No 

2. Have you ever been a PTA officer? Yes No 

3. Have you ever served on the school board? ^Yes No 

4. Are you female or male ? 

5. What 1s your age? Years 

6. How many children 1n your family? 

? * Sa h ve h ch1l2?w' 0UPS y ° Ur Ch11dr * n 1n? — (/) each one in wh1ch 3 
a« before kindergarten 
°« _ kindergarten to grade 3 
c « _ grade 4 to grade 6 

d » elementary special education 

e « _ beyond elementary school 

8. Marital Status: 

a. single parent (not married, separated, divorced, widowed, etc.) 

b « married with spouse living at home 

9. What 1s the highest amount of education you have completed? (Please 
check only ontTJ 

a. _ elementary school 

b. — — some high school 

c. finished high school 

d. — _ some college 

e. _ finished college 



f . graduate degree 

3 IBAiJAVA V^£g T?3a 
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10. Which is your ethnicity? (Please check only one.) 

a. Anglo/Caucasian 

b. Black 

c. Mexican-American or Hispanic 

d. mmmmm Asian 

e. American Indian 

11. How much time do you work for pay outside the home? 

a. mmmm full time 

b. part time 

c. _ not at all 

12. How much time does your spouse work for pay outside the home? 

a. full time 

b. part time 

c. — _ not at all 

13. About what 1s your yearly family Income level? 

a. 0 - $15,000 

b. $15,000 - $25,000 

c. Over $25,000 

14. Would you like to get a summary of the results from our study? 
Yes No 

15. Are you a school teacher or principal? 

Yes No 
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SUMMARY OF 1985 COMPLETED SURVEYS 



NUMBER OF COMPLETED SURVEYS BY SCHOOL AND CITY 



School N=17 



City 
N=4 



Dallas 



New Orleans 



San Antonio 



Houston 



Totals 



Dallas 



cn 
c 
•r— 

tO 
0) 



57 



CM 



V) 

OJ 
c 
o 

c 
o 

V) 

c 



46 



CO 



c 
o 

c 
1- 
o 



90 



o 
o 

*0 



50 



243 



New Orleans 



to 



c 



51 



c 
o 
to 



171 



00 



tO 

E 

to 

< 



17 



239 



San Antonio 



•a 
o 

LO 



27 



o 
in 



c 

o 

to 
c 



19 



u 
to 

'ai 
o 



46 



C\J 



0) 
V 

to 



58 



CO 
LO 



=3 

o 



46 



196 



Houston 



CO 
LO 



J* 

o 
o 

jQ 

c 
0) 
CO 



LO 



86 58 



LO 
LO 



C 

■o 

CD 



109 



LO 



to 

C 

o> 
a» 
o 
u 
u 
to 



Total 



in 



+J 
«/> 
o 
t- 
u_ 



243 



239 



196 



20 



69 



342 



342 



1020 



Surveys Returned but less than 80% Complete=49 
1069 total returned 
1400 projected goal 
Return rate - 76.4% 
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SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES 
COMPARED BY GENDER (PERCENT) 



15$ 



Table 



Frequency an£&i|k,feta (^^ttaent with Statements 
about Paretft" Involvement Compared by Gender 





Statements 
(Total N=3103) a 


Female 
(N=2553) 


Male 
(N=483) 




Frequency of 

An rppmonf D 


Adjusted 
Frequency 


Rankd 


Frequency of 
Agreement** 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Per- 
cent) 0 


Rankd 








(Per- 
cent) c 


SAM 


SDM 




SAM 


SDM 


1. 


Teachers should aive tup iripa^ ahniif- hoininn m« 
children with homework. 


2451 


96.6 


4 




451 


94.2 






2. 


TedCherS ShOUld be in rhamp nf nofMnn naronfr 
** ,u -ii v»i»aiyc u I utfuLlllU parents 

involved in the school. 


1200 


47.7 




5 


226 


47.7 






3. 


Teachers have enough to do without also having to 
work with parents. 


676 


26.9 




2 


153 


32.6 




3 


4. 


Teachers need to be tralnod for working with parents. 


1815 


72.5 








71 A 






5. 


Principals should be in charqe of apttina narpnfc 
involved in the school. 


1493 


60.1 






295 


62.6 






6. 


I want teachers to send more information home about 
classroom learning activities. 


2350 


93.5 






447 


94.7 


5 




7. 


I usually feel at ease when I visit the school. 


2312 


91.6 






423 


89.4 






8. 


I have a hard time tparMrm enmo cuiic fn 

u miic Lcdi/ii my SUIHc SKI IIS uO my 

children like reading, math, and writing. 


1295 


51.3 






199 


41.9 




5 


9. 


I do not have enough training to help make school 
decisions, 


847 


33.8 




4 


161 


34.0 




4 


10. 
J N=Nl 


I should make sure that my children do their 
homework. 

imber of respondents. 


2468 


97.3 


3 


1 


470 


97.9 


2 





c Adjusted Frequency = The ercenTor 1^7^^^" agreeing with < he "atanent. 

calculating the percentage. responoing favorably to the Individual statement with missing data excluded in 
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Table 

Frequency an&**£<toeV^'fWrW»i"t with Statements 
about Parent Involvement Compared by Gender 



Statements 
(Total N=3103) a 


Female 
(N=2553) 


Male 
(N=483) 


Frequency of 
Agreement 0 


Adjusted 
Frequency 


Rank d 


Frequency of 
Agreement 0 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Per- 
cent) 0 


Rank d 






(Per- 
cent) 0 


SAM 


5DM 




SAM 


SDM 


IK Working parents do not have time to be Involved In 
school activities. e 


236 


30.4 




3 


56 


25.9 




2 


12. I would help my childrc." more with homework if I 
knew what to do. 


1910 


76.9 






332 


70.5 






13. I should have the final word in decisions about my 
children's education. 


1749 


70.8 






322 


68.1 




2 


14. I cooperate with my children's teachers. 6 


761 


98.4 


2 




206 


97.6 


3 




15. I should be responsible for getting more involved in 
my children's school. 


2413 


96.0 


5 




453 


95.0 


4 




16. I want to spend time helping my children get the best 
education. 6 


770 


99.2 


1 




215 


99.5 


1 




17. I have little to do with my children's success in 
school . 


251 


10.0 




1 


61 


12.8 




1 


18. Parents should take part more in school decisions. 6 


713 


93.3 






199 


92.6 






19. School districts should make rules for involvina 
parents. 6 


543 


70.9 






146 


67.9 






20. I should help evaluate my children's teachers and 
principal. 6 


541 


71.6 






154 


71.3 






"N=NumDer or respondents. 















;±feH2y=« WWW rs5r^,«s,» ^ data „ 

• I?l- R f2i.^? , ? tr !2l 3f A9ree M ° St and SDM=Strongly Disagree Most. 
e Item included in 1985 survey only. 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order mmMMVSSSSS about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Gender 



Decisions 
(Total N=3103) a 


Female 
(N=2553) 


Male 
(N=483) 


Frequency of 
Intt>rest b 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 


Rank 


Frequency of 
Interest^ 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 


Rank 


1. Amount of homework assigned. 


2027 


8oTi 


4 


381 


79.5 


3 


2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 


2109 


83.6 


1 


386 


81.3 


2 


3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning 
materials. 


1764 


69.7 


8 


355 


74.3 


5 


4. Placing my children In Special Education. 


1772 


70.3 


7 


340 


71.6 


6 


5. Evaluating how well my children are learning. 


2070 


82.1 


2 


391 


81.6 


1 


6. Hiring principal and teachers. 


1241 


49.3 


13 


249 


52.0 


12 


7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do 
their job. 


1830 


72.4 


6 


340 


70.8 


7 


8. Deciding what's most Important for the school budget 


1643 


65.2 


9 


318 


66.4 


8 


9. Firing principal and teachers. 


1112 


44.0 


14 


205 


42.7 


13 


10. Having more multicultural/bilingual education In the 
school . 


1419 


56.2 


12 


275 


57.4 


11 


11. Making school desegregation plans. 


1537 


61.9 


10 


289 


60.8 


q 


12. Setting school behavior rules. 


2053 


81.7 


3 


379 


79.3 


4 


13. Setting school rules for grading and passing 
children. a 


574 


74.4 


5 


156 


71.6 


6 


14. Helping the school decide what to teach and how.d 


436 


56.4 


11 


127 


58.3 


10 


n=numDer or parents responding to Individual Item. 









'Adjusted 'Fr^cy* \ne J^'m^J 6 ^ 61 * interested in the vision, 

^calculating the percentage? P responding favorably to the Individual decision with missing data excluded in 
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2. 



3. 



6. 



Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Interest In Parent Involvement Roles 

Compared by Gender 



Roles 
(Total N=3103) a 



Paid School Staff - work In the school as an aide, 
parent educator, assistant teacher, assistant 
librarian, or other jobs. 

School Program Supporter - coming to the school to 
assist In events; for example, chaperoning a party 
or field trip, taking tickets at a fund-raising 
dinner, or such activities. 

Home Tutor - helping your children at home with 
school work or other educational activities. 



Audience - supporting your child In school, for 
exampTey by going to school performances, baking 



bake sales, responding to notices from the school, 
etc. ' 

Advocate - meeting with school board or other 
oTTTcTaTs to ask for changes In rules or practices 
in the school or school system. 

Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with 
teachers and principals where everyone learns more 
about children and education. 

Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a 
school committee, or governing board; or by glvlnq 
your opinions to these boards or committees. 



for 



Female 
(N=2553) 



Frequency of 
Interest 0 



1581 
2315 

2316 
2430 

1962 
2066 
1894 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



62.8 
91.8 

91.9 
96.4 

77.5 
81.5 
74.8 



Rank 



2 
1 



Male 
(N=482) 



Frequency of 
Interest 1 * 



204 
385 

418 
447 



374 



344 



349 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 0 



42.9 
80.7 

87.6 
93.7 

78.2 
72.0 
73.2 




«N-Nimber of parents responding to Individual Item. — 

16d 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation 
1n Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared by Gender 



Activities 
(Total N=3103) a 



1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, 
teacher, librarian, teacher aide, cafeteria help, 
etc. 

2. Helping children with homework. 

3. Visiting the school to see what Is happening. 

4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 

5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach 
your children at home. 

6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, 
pot-luck suppers, fund raising, etc. 

7. Helping teachers with classroom learning activities, 
for example, story telling, reading, math games, 
etc. 

8. Helping in the school, for example, the library, 
reading center, playground, lunchroom, nurse's 
office, etc. 

9. Going with children and teachers on school field 
trips or picnics, or to parties. 

0. Going to workshops or other such educational 
activities for parents at the school. 



Female 
(N=2553) 



Frequency of 
Partldpa- 
tlonb 



726 

2225 
2334 
2432 
976 

2080 

1048 

1103 

1825 
1213 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
( Percent ) c 



32.0 

92.3 
93.0 
96.5 
60.4 

84.3 

47.3 

47.6 

74.4 
60.7 



Rankd 



TPM 



TPL 



Male 
(N=483) 



Frequency of 
Participa- 
te 



102 

405 
389 
440 
150 

281 

125 

193 

195 
166 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



23.9 

90.2 
83.5 
93.0 
42.7 

61.1 

29.3 

23.6 

42.0 
41.1 



[^Number of parents responding to Individual Item. 

CA^usre^re^^nc^^neTercInl TplrentVcaMno o^'S !" "t 1 ^ 1 " S ™ timeS or *"en. 

calculating the percentageT P 9 PWt 1 " the 1nd1v1dual act1v1t y with missing data excluded in 

d For Rank, TPM=Take Part Most and TP.L=Take Part Least. 
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Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



Frequency *tt*inV&&r of Participation 
In Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared by Gender 



Female 
(N=2553) 



U. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 

12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 

13. Planning the school budget. 

14. Helping to plan what will be taught in school. 

15. Helping children learn with materials at fnme, for 
example, games, magazines, books, etc. 

16. Taking children to places of interest, for example 
museums, libraries, art galleries, etc. * 

7. Working to improve the schools through community 
groups like neighborhood associations, church 
organizations, LULAC , NAACP, etc. 

8. Helping decide how well school programs work (like 
Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.) 

9. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assis- 
tant teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc. 

20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals 
do their jobs. 

21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals. 



Frequency of 
Partlclpa- 
t1on*> 



1303 
2110 
625 
445 
2116 

2053 

1130 

616 
450 
405 
217 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 0 



54.7 
84.2 
28.0 
21.3 
86.3 

83.4 

49.6 

28.5 
20.1 
19.5 
10.5 



Rank d 



TPM 



TPL 



Male 
(N=483) 



Frequency of 
Partlclpa- 
tlonb 



173 
343 
95 
83 
373 

338 

199 

114 

68 
87 
49 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 0 



38.6 
72.8 
22.9 
20.5 
80.6 

71.9 

45.6 

27.4 
15.9 
21.9 
12.9 



^Number of parents responding to Individual Item. — 

<*S^ To^Tm' 5 pP °W takin9 part in act1v1t1es retimes or often, 

calculating the percentage^ P taki " g Part ln the 1nd1v1d "" activity with missing data excluded in 

d For Rank, TPM=Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least. 



Rankd 



TPM 



170 



9 

ERIC 



169 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



TPL 



4 

3 



Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation 
In Pae«i|;.U08*yjttWvAC«»1tlies 
Compared by Gender 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your 
child's progress. 

23. Giving ideas to the school board or school adminis- 
tration for making changes. 

24. Goir.g to meeting of the school board. 



Female 
(N=2553) 



Frequency of 
Partlclpa- 
tionb 



2311 
895 
856 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 0 



92.8 
37.7 
35.0 



Rank d 



TPM 



TPL 



Male 
(N=483) 



Frequency of 
Partlclpa- 
t1on*> 



386 
157 
152 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 0 



83.4 
35.7 
33.5 



jJ^Number of parents responding to Individual Item. 
cSl3S5^;I o S:nJJ ClP ? l0n = ^ T b6r °I pa T? tS tak1r, 3 Part In activities sometimes or often. 
calcufSlnSX pelage ° f Pare " tS tak1 " 9 Part 1n the 1nd1VldUa1 aCt1v1t > w1th m1ss1n * data excluded In 

d For Rank, TPM=Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least. 



Rank d 



TPM 



TPL 



i7i m 
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Table 



Frequency and Rank Order qf^re^^^t^SuggesJ-ions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by bender " 



Suggestions 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Sending more Information to parents about ways they 
could be involved. 

2. Making parents feel more welcome 1n the school. 

3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects 
being taught. 

4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents 
and school staff can get to know each other better. 

5. Asking parents In what ways they would Hke to be 
involved. 

6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with 
their children. 

7. Helping students understand that having their 
parents involved is important. 

8. Giving parents more information about children's 
success in school. 

9. Planning more school activities at times when 
working parents can come. 

0. Having more activities which Include children, 
parents and teachers. 



Female 
(N=2553) 



Frequency of 
Agreement 0 



2260 

2340 
2285 

2228 

2251 

2055 

2239 

2344 

2221 

2255 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 0 



89.4 

92.6 
90.7 

88.3 

89.4 

81.6 

87.7 

92.8 

87.9 

89.2 



Rank 



Male 
(N=483) 



Frequency of 
Agreement 0 



2 
3 

6 

4 

9 

8 

1 

7 

5 



421 

425 
419 

387 

403 

404 

421 

447 

425 

419 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



87.9 

89.1 
87.5 

81.1 

84.7 

84.3 

88.1 

93.3 

89.1 

87.8 



Rank 



2 
6 



8 
3 
1 
2 
5 



3N=Number of parents responding to Individual Item. 

CA5i3stP^FrIn!lpnrr n iK = The ° f parentS agree1n 9 or stron ^ ^ein 9 with the suggestion. 

ctlut^ ° f PaPentS reSP ° nd1n 9 to the individual decisL witnessing data excluded in 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents 
Become Less Involved at High School 
Compared by Gender 



Reasons 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken 
in high school. 

2. The schools are too far away. 

3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 

4. Teachers don't ask parents to be Involved In school 
as much. 

5. Parents do not have time to be Involved In school 
activities and work at the same time. 

Children do not want their parents Involved when 
they get to high school. 

Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 

There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 

9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school 
parents. 9 

0. High school principals do not encourage parent 
Involvement in the school. 



Female 
(N=2553) 



Frequency of 
Agreement^ 



2000 

517 
746 
1873 

1048 

1424 

1171 
1662 
1621 

1330 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 0 

81.4 



21.1 
30.6 
77.4 

43.0 

58.9 

48.5 
70.6 
69.2 

57.6 



Rank 

1 

10 
9 
2 

8 

5 

7 
3 
4 



Male 
(N=483) 



Frequency of 
Agreement'' 



388 

111 

122 
328 

205 

261 

238 
317 
307 

245 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 

82.0 



23.7 
25.9 
70.2 

43,9 

56.1 

51.3 
68.9 
67.3 

54.3 



Rank 

1 

10 
9 
2 

8 

5 

7 
3 
4 



^Number of parents responding to Individual Item. 

cSst n eo y Fr q u A en r cy m = n The Jercenfo" SrE?^ V ,t K Bg,y a « ree,n ' * ith the re- 
calculating the percentag? P ^ respondin 9 favor ^ to Li» individual decision with missing data excluded in 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order ^^S&^sWh^slat^nts about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Gender 





Statements 
(Total N=3103) a 


FEMALE 
(n=2553) 


MALE 
(n=483) 




X° 


SD C 


RANK d 




SD C 


RANK d 






SAM 


SOM 




sm 


SDM 


1 

1 • 


Teachers should give me Ideas about helping my children with homework. 


3.441 


.578 


4 




3.380 


.661 


5 




C • 


Teachers should be in charge of getting parents Involved In the school. 


4 [IE 

I. DID 


.791 






2.521 


.802 






o 

o. 


Teachers have enough to do without also having to wo,*: with parents. 


2.099 


.816 




2 


2.196 


.881 




4 


4. 


Teachers need to be trained for working with parents 


2.881 


.745 






2.863 


.746 






5. 


Principals should be In charge of getting parents Involved In the school. 


2.681 


.758 






2.726 


.825 






6. 


I want teachers to send more Information home about classroom learnlnq 
activities. 3 


3.298 


.601 






3.292 


.582 






7. 


I usually feel at ease when I visit the school. 


3.289 


6.76 






3.180 


.667 






8. 


!„S a Ini?i„ h i! rd t1me teach1n 9 some sk1 "s to my children like reading, math, 
ana writing. ■ 


2.517 


.840 




5 


2.322 


.821 




5 


q 


I do not have enough training to help make school decisions. 


2.215 


.795 




4 


2.190 


.891 




3 


in 


i snouid make sure that my children do their homework. 


3.635 


.'553 


2 




3.625 


.593 


2 




11. 


1 ' parents ao not nave time to be Involved In school activities. 6 


2.157 


.902 




3 


2.051 


.916 




2 


12. 


I wojld help my children more with homework If ! knew what to do. 


2.924 


.767 






2.824 


.794 






13. 


I should have the final word In decisions about my children's education. 


2.9J3 


.803 






2.909 


.858 






" N=Number of respondents — h 

















e f!L R wi' ^ = f tr ?„o! y agree most « SDM=strong1y disagree most 
e Item Included In 1985 survey only 
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreements with Statements about Parent Involvement 

Compared by 6ender 



Statements 
(Total N=3103)a 



14. I cooperate with my children's teachers. e 

15. I should be responsible for getting more involved in my children's school. 

16. I want to spend time helping my children get the best education^ 

17. I have little to do with my children's success 1n school. 

18. Parents should take part more 1n school decisions. 6 

19. School districts should make rules for Involving parents. e 

20. I should help evaluate my children's taachers and principal. e 



3.571 
3.409 
3.715 
1.586 
3.325 
2.859 
2.893 



FEMALE 
(n=2553) 



SD C 



.545 
.588 
.479 
.761 
.629 
.823 
.883 



RANK d 



J N=Number of respondents 

< SIKS,"!: ' f0Ur - p ° ,nt SC8,e ° f 1 <•*""•'» d,5 ^«> »• « ("ron 9 , y agree) 



SDM 



MALE 
(n=483) 



3.460 
3.419 
3.634 
1.669 
3.279 
2.860 
2.921 



SD C 



.579 
.601 
.492 
.815 
.624 
.886 
.834 



RANK 0 " 



SAM 



3 
4 
1 



SDM 



9 
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Hean Response and Rank Order of Interest In Decisions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Gender 



Decisions 
(Total N=3103)a 



FEMALE 
(N=2553) 


MALE 
(N=483) 


X b 


SD C 


Rank 




SD C 


Rank 


4.186 


.992 


3 


4.188 


.986 


3 


4.277 


.986 


1 


4.246 


.968 


1 


3.916 


1.098 


8 


3.916 


1.059 


6 


3.998 


1.169 


5 


3.992 


1.203 


5 


4.265 


.980 


2 


4.198 


.996 


2 


3.346 


1.312 


13 


3.340 


1.424 


13 


3.940 


1.144 


6 


3.890 


1.213 


7 


3.755 


1.147 


9 


3.760 


1.153 


9 


3.000 


1.341 


14 


3 077 


1 A?? 
1 . ice 


1 A 


3.527 


1.284 


12 


3.518 


1.387 


12 


3.627 


1.311 


10 


3.583 


1.387 


11 


4.138 


1.015 


4 


4.027 


1.094 


4 


3.931 


1.160 


7 


3.885 


1.168 


8 


3.559 


1.298 


11 


3.596 


1.285 


10 



1. Amount of homework assigned. 

2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 

3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning materials. 
Placing my children In Special Education. 

5. Evaluating how well my children are learning. 

6. Hiring principal and teachers. 

7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their job. 

8. Deciding what's most Important for the school budget. 

9. Firing principal and teachers. 

0. Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the school 

1. Making school desegregation plans. 

2. Setting school behavior rules. 

3. Setting school rules for grading and passing children.** 

4. Helping the school decide what to teach and how.d 
jj N=Number of respondents 

c sSZSSSZfM^ 3 f,Ve - p ° ,nt StaU ° f 1 «t interested) 



— ■ ~ m V » iubiv/n 

0 Item Included In 1985 survey only 



to 5 (definitely Interested) 
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Hean Response and Rank Order of Interest In Parent Involvement Roles 

Compared by Gender 



Roles 
(Total N=3103)* 



1. Paid School staff - work in the school as an aide, parent educator, 
assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other jobs. 

2 - School Progr am Supporter - coming to the school to assist 1n events- for 

T&VfttSMtVF or ,,e,d tr,p> tak,n9 tkkets " a fum! -" ,s "" 

3 " n5jrar -"«??" rt " g y ° 1 "' ch " <,ren a * "™e with school work or other educa- 
tiona? activities, 

4. Audience - supportlrj your child 1n school, for example, by going to school 
pirToriances, baking for bake sales, responding to notices f?Sm the school, 

5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials to ask for changes 
1 " ™les or practices 1n the school or school system. cnanges 

6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers and principals 
where everyone learns more about children and education. princi P a,s 

7 * ?nn 1 hl™/ >ker h " b ? 1 ? 9 on an ^vlsory board, a school committee, or govern- 
ing board; or by giving your opinions to these boards or committees. 



FEMALE 
(N=2553) 



Xb 



3.582 



4.493 



4.567 



4.739 



4.131 



4.177 



4.039 



SDC 



1.413 



.831 



.807 



.592 



1.039 



1.019 



1.125 



Rank 



HALE 
(N=483) 



SDC 



2.937 



4.031 



4.396 



4.518 



1.471 



1.073 



.930 



.729 



4.098 



3.868 



3.960 



1.032 



1.133 



1.091 



* N=Number of respondents 

c S^an^rS^iaUoJ 9 ' """^ ^ ° f 1 (def1n1tel > " ot to 5 (definitely Interested) 
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Gender 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



FEMALE 
(N=2553) 



SDC 



RANK<1 



TPM TPL 



MALE 
(N=483) 



SDC 



RANK d 



TPM TPL 



1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, librarian, teacher 
aide, cafeteria help, etc. 

2. Helping children with homework. 

3. Visiting the school to see what Is happening. 

4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 

5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach your children at home. 

6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund 
raising, etc. 

7. Helping teachers with classroom learning activities, for example, story 
telling, reading, math games, etc. 

8 ' ?f,Ui n9 in the s ? h00 l» for example, the library, reading center, playground, 
lunchroom, nurse's office, etc. 

9. Going with children and teachers on school field trips or picnics, or to 
parties. 

°* ?cho?l t0 WOrkshops or other such educational activities for parents at the 

3 N=Number of respondents 

« SD^Stoia^!! 9 * '°'"'- P ° , " t mU °' 1 (neVer take » n) t0 4 <° tten tak 
d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 



2.868 
3.590 
3.540 
3.770 
2.685 

I *)7C 

2.364 
2.361 
3.034 
2.702 
e part) 



1.205 
.748 
.663 
.534 
1.172 

.936 

1.182 

1.235 

1.079 

1.181 



3 
4 
1 



1.655 
3.425 
3.200 
3.567 
2.259 

2.704 

1.883 

1.732 

2.192 

2.153 



1.106 
.837 
.809 
.716 

1.128 

1.145 
1.107 
1.041 
1.153 
1.154 



2 
4 
1 
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Pf. Si CPU taWe- *r v - ' : 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Gender 



Activities 


FEMALE 
• (N=2553) 


MALE 
(N=483) 


(Total N=3103)a 




SD C 


RANK d 






RANKd 




TPM 


TPL 


TPM 


TPL 


11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 


2.529 


1.223 






2.127 


1.168 






12. Taking part In PTA meetings. 


3.405 


.918 


5 




3.047 


1.007 


5 




13. Planning the school budget. 


1.813 


1.114 




5 


1.689 


1.062 




5 


14. Helping to plan what will be taught 1n the school. 


1.630 


1.003 




4 


1.595 


.969 




3 


15. helping children learn with materials at home, for example, games, 
magazines, books, etc. 


3.358 


.888 






3.175 


.970 






16. Taking children to places of Interest, for example, museums, libraries, art 
galleries, etc. 


0. CIO 








o nnn 


K02i 






17. Working to Improve the schools through community groups like neighborhood 
associations, church organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc. 


2.411 


1.194 






2.305 


1.210 






18. Helping decide how well school programs work (like Title I, Follow Through, 

t of\f\ ) BtC • J 


1.852 


1.091 






1.817 


1.055 






19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant teacher, room clerk, 
nurse, health aide, etc. 


















1.565 


1.048 




2 


1.438 


.904 




2 


20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs. 


1.571 


.968 




3 


1.648 


1.025 




4 


a N=Number of respondents 

















c SD=Standard deviation 

d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 



ce part) 
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BB21 CObA VAWVWE 
Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Gender 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



FEMALE 
(N=2553) 



Xb 



SDC 



RANK d 



MALE 
(N=483) 



TPM 



TPL 



SDC 



RANKd 



TPM TPL 



21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals. 

22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's progress. 

23. Giving Ideas to the school board or school administration for making changes 

24. Going to meeting of the school bo*rd. 



1.317 
3.618 
2.060 
2.028 



.793 
.719 
1.126 
1.127 



£ N=Number of respondents 
c sSsSOT 9 f ° Ur - p0lnt S " le ° f 1 <" ever take Nrt) to 4 (often take part) 

d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 



1.382 
3.287 
2.036 
1.952 



.859 
.950 
1.106 
1.097 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order oTFA&te&febtV*f*h SuggesFlons about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Gender 





Suggestions 

{lOtai N = dlUJj a 


(N 


FEMALE 
= 2553) 




(N 


MALE 
= 483) 








7b 


SDC 


Rank 


7b 


! SDC 


Rank 


1. 


Sending more information to parents about ways they could be Involved. 


4.171 


.762 


9 


4.140 


.765 


8 


2. 


ria*iiiy pdrtfrits reei more welcome in trie school* 


4.388 


.694 


2 


4.266 


.729 


3 


3 


neiping parents to Detter understand the subjects being taught. 


4.280 


.703 


4 


4.200 


.741 


6 


A 


Having inrormai meetings or activities where parents and school staff can 
get to know each other better. 


4.244 


.789 


6 


4.103 


.845 


10 


5. 


Asking parents 1n what ways they would like to be Involved. 


4.222 


.770 


8 


4.179 


.797 


7 


6. 


Giving parents activities they can do at home with their children. 


4.077 


.879 


10 


4.127 


.772 


9 


7. 


Helping students understand that having their parents Involved 1s Important. 


4.277 


.777 


5 


4.255 


.765 


4 


8. 


Giving parents more Information about children's success 1n school. 


4.394 


.697 


1 


4.365 


.683 


1 


9. 


Planning more school activities at times when working parents can come. 


4.234 


.823 


7 


4.300 


.789 


2 


10. 


Having more activities which include children, parents and teachers. 


4.298 


.748 


3 


4.243 


.783 


5 


« N=Number of respondents 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents Become Less 
Involved at High School Compared by Gender 



Reasons 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken In high school. 

2. The schools are too far away. 

3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 

4. Teachers don't ask parents to be Involved In school as much. 

5. Parents do not have time to be Involved In school activities and work at the 
same time. 

6. Children do not want their parents involved when they get to high school. 

7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 

8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 

9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school parents. 

10. High school principals do not encourage parent Involvement In the school. 



FEMALE 
(N=2553) 



Xb 



3.036 
2.103 
2.230 
2.966 

2.386 
2.652 
2.493 
2.833 
2.842 
2.679 



SD C 



.737 
.747 
.751 
.779 

.830 
.851 
.818 
.763 
.799 
.844 



Rank 



1 
10 
9 

2 

8 
6 
7 
4 
3 
5 



MALE 
(N=483) 



Xb 



2.998 
2.154 
2.149 
2.784 

2.394 
2.602 
2.547 
2.772 
2.772 
2.621 



SD C 



.738 
.766 
.743 
.763 

.831 
.843 
.798 
.731 
.788 
.854 



Rank 



1 

9 

10 

2 

8 
6 
7 
4 
3 
5 



a ^Number of respondents 
c IStLTrSTv^^" 9 9 f ° Ur - p0int SCale ° f 1 ( Stron ^ ««9ree) to 4 (strongly agree) 
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Table 

frequency and Kant Order of Agreement with statements About Parent Involvement 

Compared fty Ethnicity 



Statements 
(Total NO103) a 



Teachers should give me ideas about helping my children 
with homework. 

Teachers should be In charge of getting parents Involved 
In the school. 

Teachers have enough to do without also having to work 
with parents. 

4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 

Principals should be In charge of getting parents Involved 
In the school. 

I want teachers to send more Information home about class- 
room learning activities. 



;. 



I usually feel at ease when 1 visit the school. 



8. J have a hard time teaching some skills to my children 
like reading, math, and writing. 

9. | do not have enough training to help make school decisions. 

10. | should make sure that my children do their homework. 

11. Working parents do not have time to be Involved In school 
ac i 1 v i ties 



Anglo 
(N«I779) 



Frequency 
o* Agree- 
ment 0 



1700 

658 

360 

1320 
950 

1626 

1629 
885 

531 
1714 

38 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 



96.2 

37.4 

20.5 

75.3 
54.8 

52.7 

92.1 
50.2 

30.4 
96.6 
14.4 



Rank<* 



SAM 



SDH 



Black 
(H-682) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment h 



651 
42! 

233 

466 
465 

636 

611 
321 

230 
663 
141 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)'- 



96.3 

62.9 

35.0 

71.0 
70.3 

95.1 

91.5 
47.8 

34.2 
98.2 
32.2 



Ranfcd 



SAM 



SON 



Hispanic 
(N*506) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment b 



485 

311 

210 

324 
334 

470 

432 

255 

218 
495 
104 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 



96.6 

62.8 

42.5 

65.7 
68.0 

95.3 

87.8 
51.5 

44.4 

99.2 
38.0 



*N-Niimber of respondent*,. ~~ ~~ 

m^iih^^ the ,nd,v,dua ' st8te ~ nt w,th Bl " !s9 dati " ciuded in ca,cu,at,n ' th * 
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Table 



Frequency and tank Order of florccmrnt » «. 

* •tmwmts About Parent Involvement 
Compared By Ethnicity 



Statements 
(Total N*3l03) a 




12. 
13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 



17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 



to*do 1d hClP ^ Ch,1dren " ore w,th h «nework If | knew what 

I should have the final word In decisions about my 
children's schools. 7 

\ cooperate with my children's teachers.* 

;h!K^ e sc r h3" u,,e for 9ett,n9 - ore '~»- ,n * 

iducaflinj""" 1 ^ he,P,n9 my ch,,dren " et th « ^st 
I have little to do with my children's success In school. 
Parents should take part More In school decisions. * 
School districts should make rules for Involving parents.* 
P rlIclpJl!'e ,P eVa ' Uate my cM "™'* teachers and 



Frequency 
of Agree- 
mentb 



^Number of respondents 



1263 

1218 

260 
1689 

261 

79 
237 
126 
176 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



72.9 

70.8 

99.6 
96.0 

99.6 

4.5 
91.2 
49.0 
68.2 



Rank* 



SAN 



S0H 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment 0 



494 

479 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



75.1 
72.0 



424 


98.8 


641 


96.4 


432 


99.3 


128 


19.3 


411 


95.8 


340 


79.3 


316 


74.0 



Rank d 



SAM 



S0M 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment 0 



426 

322 

266 
473 

275 

91 
25 S 
210 
193 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



85.7 

65.7 

96.0 
94.6 

98.9 

18.3 
91. g 
75.8 
72.0 



Rank<* 



SAM 



S0M 



fetwreaws; ,na " Mu " - ,th • ' «• - <>*««<•« - ~ 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Interest In Decisions About Parent Involvement 

Compared By Ethnicity 



Decisions 
(Total N=3I03)« 




Angle 
(H-1779) 




Black 
(H«682) 


Hispanic 
(N>506) 


Frequency 
of Inter* 
est* 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 


Rank 


Frequency 
of Inter- 
est* 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 


Rank 


Frequency 
of Inter- 
est h 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 


Rank 


1. Amount of homework assigned. 


1380 


78.0 


3 


578 


85.9 


3 


397 


79.1 


3 


?. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 


1458 


83.1 


1 


574 


86.2 


2 


396 


79.5 


2 


3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning materials. 


1339 


70.0 


4 


488 


72.1 




350 


70.3 




1. Placing my children in Special Education. 


1177 


66.7 




518 


77.7 




363 


72.9 




f». Evaluating my child's progress. 


1376 


78.0 




600 


89.7 


1 


433 


86.6 


1 


6. Hiring principal and teachers. 


834 


47.3 




380 


56.7 




245 


49.5 


7. Evaluating how k?H principals and teachers do their Job, 


1911 

1231 


69.6 


5 


527 


78.2 




368 


73.6 




a. Deciding what's most Important for the school budget. 


1160 


65.8 




437 


65.4 




321 


63.9 




9. rirlng principal and teachers. 


777 


44.0 




312 


46.4 




200 


40.0 




10. Having more multicultural/bilingual education In the 
school. 


811 


46.0 




496 


74.0 




358 


71.5 




II. Making school desegregation plans. 


1068 


61.2 




498 


75.0 




227 


47.2 




12. Setting school behavior rules. 


1423 


81.0 


2 


565 


84.3 


4 


393 


78.9 


4 


13. Setting school rules for grading and passing chlldren.d 


177 


67.3 




339 


78.3 


5 


207 


75.0 


5 


M. Helping the school decide what to teach and how.d 
^Number of parents responding to Individual Itm 


135 


51.3 J 




282 


65.0 




143 


51.8 





CWJ sted Frequency .J^ Z^i^iJ^ljr^' l" 1 ""?." 1 ° r Interested In the decision. 

".ten, included I 1985 s Jl y Z\y reSpond,n * f ™>" h 'r «* lndWldu.l decision with -Using d.ta excluded In 



calculating the percentage. 
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Table 



Activities 
(Total N=3!03)» 



I. Working as full time paid s tarf t for example, teacher, 
librarian, teacher aide, cafeteria help, etc. 

?. Helping children with Homework. 

^. Visiting the school to see what Is happening. 

«. Golnq to H open house" or special programs at yr.hool. 

5 - £r«5iS!rs zsr sch00 ' wMch he,p you teach 

/. Helping teachers with classroom learning activities 
for example, story telling, reading, math games, etc. 

HHpIng In the school, for example, the library, readlno 
center, playground, lunchroom, TursVs office, etc? 9 

9. Going with children and teachers on school field trips 
or picnics, or to parties. M 

10. Gnlng to workshops or other such educational activities 
for parents at the school. 1 " 

11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 



Anglo 
(H«!779) 



Frequency 
of Partlc 
Ipatlon 0 



369 

1600 
1643 
1737 

522 

1483 

684 
718 
1293 
772 
915 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 



22.6 

93.5 
93.1 
98.3 
51.1 

85.4 

44.1 

44.2 

75.0 

57.2 

54.3 



Rankd 



TPM 



TPt 



Black 
(N-682) 



Frequency 
of Partlc 
Ipatfonb 



289 

567 
589 
609 
348 

475 

286 
273 
385 
357 
300 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 



49.7 

92.2 
89.4 
91.3 
64.9 

74.0 

47.4 

44.1 

58.4 

60.1 

46.9 



Rankd 



TPM 



TPL 



Hispanic 
(N=506) 



Frequency 
of Partlc 
Ipatlon" 



149 

404 

433 
462 

220 

355 
177 
187 
303 
219 
230 



JJ-NiimbPr of parents responding to Individual Item 
Tor Rank , TPH.T.ke P,rt nSst ,nd wSE n^ST' ^ " ,th ■»»•* excluded ,„ delating the 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent^ 



35.2 

86.7 
88.9 
94.1 
60.9 

74.1 

41.7 

42.1 

64.5 

54.3 

52.0 



Rankd 



TPH 



TPl 



percentage. 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared iy Ethnicity 



Activities 
(Total NO103)" 



I?. Taking part In PIA meetings. ~~ 

13. Planning the school budget. 

14. Helping to plan what will be taught | n the school. 

15. Helping children learn with materials at how, for 
example, games, magazines, books, etc. 

16. Talcing children to places of Interest, for example, 
museums, libraries, art galleries, etc. 

17. Moving to Improve the schools through community groups 
like neighborhood associations, church organizations 
1 01 AC, NAACP, etc. 9 

18. Helping decide how well school programs work (like 
Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.) 

19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant 
teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc. 

?0. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do 
their Jobs. 



Anglo 
(M779) 


Frequency 
of Partic- 
ipation 0 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 


Rankd 


TPW 


TPL 


1506 


fm 7 






391 


24.9 






217 


14.8 




4 


1508 


87.6 


5 




M78 


85.3 






736 


46.2 






2B3 


18.7 




5 


225 


13.9 




3 


£76 


12.0 




2 



Black 
(N=682) 



Frequency 
of Partic- 
ipation 0 



513 
203 
207 
564 

509 

364 

275 
199 
218 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



77.4 
34.3 
35.5 
86.4 

77.0 

59.3 

46.8 
34.9 
39.2 



Rank<* 



TPM 



TPL 



Hispanic 
(N»506) 



Frequency 
of Partic- 
ipation 0 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 


Rank<< 


TPM 


TPL 


386 


78.8 


5 




115 


27.1 




5 


95 


24.4 




4 


JOO 


77.2 






351 


74.4 






204 


46.2 






151 


36.2 






82 


19.6 




2 


84 


21.2 




3 



flhNumber of parents responding to Individual item — — — — 

"for R ,nk. ip2„ ak J NrtjffS m^kTlniS^ the "" m,du » , «"»«ng d.t. excluded In c.lc«1.tl„, the percent^ 
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Freo^iency and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Invo.ve-ent Activities 
Compared By Ethnicity 



Activities 
(Total HOI03)* 



?1. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals. 

??. Gn1n9 to parent/teacher conferences about your child's 
progress. 

23. Giving Ideas to the school board or school administration 
for making changes. 

24. Gnlng to meeting of the school board. 



Anglo 
(K«1779) 



Frequency 
of Partic- 
ipation" 



6? 
1647 

647 

519 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



4.7 
94.4 

36.1 

29.9 



Rank* 



TPM 



TPL 



Mack 
(N-662) 



Frequency 
of Partlc 
Ipatlon 0 



136 
579 

231 

282 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



25.5 
88.1 

36.2 

44.2 



Rank* 



TPM 



TPL 



Hispanic 
(N-506) 



Frequency 
of Partlc. 
1pat1on D 



47 
416 

145 

176 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



12.3 
86.2 

32.8 

38.6 



*N*Nimber of parents responding to Individual Item — — — - — , — 

"for Rank, IPM-Tale Part Most and TPl°m e P^lea'st Individual activity with -Using data excluded In calculating the percentage. 
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Fretjuency and Rank Order of Interest In Parent Involvement Roles 
Compared by Ethnicity 



Roles 
(Total N-3I03J3 



P* <d School Staff - work In the school as an aide, parent 
edtiratnr, assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other 
Jnhs. 

School Program Supporter - coming to the school to assist 
In events; for example, chaperoning a party or field trip, 
taking tickets at a fund-raising dinner, or such activities. 

J. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with school work 
or other educational activities. 

I. Audience - supporting your child In school, for example, 
by going to schol performances, baiting for bake sales, 
responding to notices from the school, etc. 

»• A dvocate . meeting with school board or other officials to 
ask for changes In rules or practices In the school or 
schnol system. 



6. 



;. 



Co -l earner - going to classes or workshops with teachers 
and principals where everyone learns more about children 
and education. 

Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a school 
committee, nr governing board; or by giving your opinions 
to these boards or committees. 



Anglo 
(N«1779) 



frequency 
of Inter- 
est 0 



939 

1596 

1600 
1725 

1387 

1338 

1314 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



53.5 

90.8 

91.0 
98.0 

78.4 

75.5 

74.2 



Rank 



8lack 
(N«682) 



Frequency 
of Inter- 
est 0 



479 

612 

627 
629 

548 

600 
559 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)C 



71.1 

90.5 

93.2 
93.0 

81.3 

88.8 

82.6 



Rank 



Hispanic 
(N=506) 



Frequency 
of Inter 
est 0 



333 
438 

454 

462 

365 
419 

33! 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )C 



66.7 

87.6 

91.0 
92.8 

73.3 

84.1 

66.6 



jjN-Numher of parents responding io Individual Item. 
CAdZr^r 0 ! |nterest * The nmher of Darent * probably Interested or definitely Interested In the role. 

CAdJusted Frequency . The percent of parents responding favorably to the Individual role with mJsslr.g data excluded !n calculating the percentage 



Rank 
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Table 

Agreement With Str^esUons About Parent Involvement 
Compared By Ethnicity 



Suggestions 
(lotal N*3103)« 



|2. Making parents feel more welcome In the school. 

3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects be I no 
I taught. ™ 

I 4 ' icilol 5It7!!! """"V" "tlvltles where parents and 

I school staff can get to know each other better. 

|5. Asking parents In what ways they would like to be Involved. 

P chMdr P n ar<!ntS • Ct,vU,es thc > can d0 •» h °"* with their 

I/. Helping student understand that having their parents 

I Involved Is Important. v 

I ?n V sch^| r<!ntS *° re ,nfonMt,on 8bout children's success 

I"" ParSs'crc^ 00 ' JCt,VU,eS * t "* S *" 

I'"' , tea V cne 9 rs! re JCt,vU,es wMch '" c, *-'« < h »°ren, parents and 



Anglo 
(H-1779) 



1601 
1554 

1504 

1536 
1347 

1505 

1610 

1505 

1519 



90.7 
86.1 

85.3 

86.6 
76.3 

85.2 

91.0 

85.3 

86.1 



5 
9 

8 

I 

7 

6 





Black 
(H=682) 


Hispanic 
(N'506) 


Frequenc) 

of Anr#*_ 

ment 0 


' Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 1 


Rank 


Frequency 
of Agree- 
*ent D 


Frequency 
(Percent) 1 " 


Rank 


672 


92^3 


8 


447 


89.8 


5 


639 


94.7 


3 


464 


93.5 


2 


636 




4 


452 


91.5 


3 


620 


Of 7 


a 
9 


434 


87.9 


6 


624 


93.1 


6 


445 


89.9 


4 


621 


92.5 


7 


a io 


89.2 


7 


632 


94.0 


5 


464 


93.5 


2 


645 


95.7 


2 


•J 73 


95.4 


1 


652 


96.4 


1 


437 


87.9 


6 


647 


95.7 


2 


455 


91.5 


3 



»M-Number of parents responding to Individual He* 
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Table 



Frequency and tank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents 
Become less Involved at High School 
Compared by Ethnicity 



Reasons 
(Total H=3103)« 



1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken In 
high school. 

?. The schools are too far away. 

There are too many teachers to talk to. 

4. Teachers don't ask parents to be Involved In school as 
much. 

5. Parents do not have time to be Involved In school 
activities and work at the same time. 

fi. Children do not want their parents Involved when they 
get to high school. 

7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 

8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 

There are not as many PTA activities for high school 
parents. 

10. High school principals do not encourage parent Involvement 
in the school. 



Anglo 
(H«1779) 



Frequency 
of Agree- 
ment^ 



1349 

276 
477 
1380 

683 

1030 

679 
1319 
1191 

936 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 0 



78.5 

16.1 
38.0 
81.9 

40.2 

61.0 

40.3 
74.6 
73.1 

58.0 



Ra.ik 



10 
9 
1 

8 

S 

7 
3 
4 



8lack 
(H-682) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
rnent 0 



572 

183 
205 
421 

303 

354 

415 

397 
408 

348 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



86.8 

28.3 
31.3 
64.4 

46.2 

54.4 

64.3 
61.7 
63.8 

54.5 



Rank 



10 
9 

2 

8 

7 

3 
5 
4 



Hispanic 
(H-506) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
rnent 0 



408 

154 

169 
358 

239 

268 

283 
315 
293 

270 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



84.6 

31.7 
35.4 
74.4 

49.6 

56.3 

59.0 
66.6 
62.6 

58.1 



|JN-Nijmher of parents responding to Individual Item. 

cKus?e5 y Fr P f a!)r 9 ncr! n lh; IZZf", °' ^V" 9 or stro ""> 8 9 r «'"9 «* reason. 

Adjusted Frequency The percent 0 f parents responding favorah,, to the Ind.v.dua, reason wUh „,sslng data excluded In ca.cu.at.ng the percentage. 
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Table 

Heart Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Ethnicity 





ANGLO 
(N=1779) 


BLACK 
(N=682) 


HISPANIC 
(N=506) 


Statements 
(Total N=3103)3 


V 
A 


SD 


Rank 


X 


SD 


Rank 


X 


SD 


Rank 








SAH 


SDM 




SAM 


SDM 




SAM 


SDM 


1. Teachers should give me Ideas about helping my children 
with homework. 


3.395 


.584 


4 




3.497 


.615 


4 




3.480 


.578 


3 




ica^iici^ bnuuiu ue in cnarge or getting parents 
involved In the school. 


2.329 


.702 




5 


2.800 


.843 






2.790 


.822 






3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to work 
with parents. 


1.998 


.750 




3 


2.203 


.946 




4 


2.383 


.839 




2 


4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 


2.890 


.708 






2.919 


.833 






2.791 


.751 






ri mv, ipa i 5 biiuuiu ut* in cnarge or getting parents 
involved in the school. 


2.582 


.736 






2.876 


.801 






2.809 


.769 






6. I want teachers to send more Information home about 
classroom learning activities. 


1 1 
J*cD 1 


con 






3.398 


.612 






3.339 


.599 






7. I usually feel at ease when I visit the school. 


3.295 


.662 






3.257 


.690 






3.217 


.716 






8. I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children 
like reading, math, and writing. 


2.482 


.805 






2.471 


.922 




5 


2.519 


.853 




5 


9. I do not have enough training to help make school 
deci slons. 

3 N=Nlimhpr nf racnnnHnnfc 


2.165 


.759 




4 


2.179 


.903 




3 


2.401 


.823 




4 • 



'lo^nStolaU™ 5 3 f0Ur " P ° ,nt SCa ' e ° f ' (Str0n " y d,Sa ' rCC » t0 4 < st ™<"> ••"•> 
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2 IV 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Ethnicity 



Statements 


ANGLO 
(N=1779) 


BLACK 
(N=682) 


HISPANIC 
(N=506) 


(Total N=3103)a 




SD C 


Rank d 




SD C 


Rank d 




SD C 


Rank d 








SAM 


SDM 




SAM 


SDM 




SAM 


SDM 


iu. l snouia maKe sure that my children do their homework. 


3.578 


.584 


Z 




3.732 


.512 


2 




3.701 


.500 


1 




11. Working parents do not have time to be Involved In 
scnooi activities. e 


1 


£01 




2 


O 1 1 A 

2.114 


.955 




c 


2.387 


.916 




o 


12. I would help my children more with homework If I knew 

what* tri t\f\ 


2.838 


,734 






2.951 


.885 






3.087 


.703 






13. I should have the final word In decision* about mv 
children's oducatlon. 


2.904 


.758 






2.961 


.872 






2.851 


.895 






ii. i cooperate with my children s teachers. e 


3.567 


.504 


3 




3.620 


.519 


3 




3.415 


.629 


4 




15. I should be responsible for getting more Involved 1n my 
cni idren s school. 


3.391 


.576 


5 




3.477 


.609 


D 




3.392 


.609 


5 




16. I want to spend time helping my children get the best 
euuca l ion . c 


3.641 


.488 


l 




3.759 


.455 


l 




3.651 


.514 


2 




17. I have little to do with my children's success in 
school. 


1.480 


.637 




l 


1.713 


.927 




1 


1.835 


.865 




1 


w. parents should take part more 1n school decisions. e 


3.227 


.645 






•j . ■? jf 








3.^49 


.639 






19. School districts should make rules for 1nvolv1nq 
parents. 0 


2.467 


.838 






3.028 


.811 






2.968 


.773 






20. I should help evaluate my children's teachers and 
principal. 0 

a N=Number of resoondpnfc 


2.818 


.874 






2.948 


.876 






2.918 


.853 







c sssidSfdS.sjr a four - po,nt sca,e of 1 (stro " 91 * « w to 4 (•"*•'» •*■«> 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest In Decisions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Ethnicity 



Oeclslons 
(Total N=3103)a 



ANGLO 



SD C 



Rank 



BLACK 



SD C 



Rank 



HISPANIC 



Xb 



SD C 



Rank 



1. Amount of homework assigned. 

2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 

3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning 
materials. 

Placing my children In Special Education. 

5. Evaluating how well my children are learning. 

6. Hiring principal and teachers. 

7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their 
job. 

8. Deciding what's most important for the school budget. 
Firing principal and teachers. 

10. Having more multicultural/bilingual education In the 
school. 

1. Making school desegregation plans. 

2. Setting school behavior rules. 

3. Setting school rules for grading and passing children. d 

4. Helping the school decide what to teach and how. d 

j* N=Number of respondents 

c l^l" response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely 
\ SO=Standard deviation 



4.085 
4.224 
3.879 

3.904 
4.099 
3.262 
3.850 

3.723 
3.194 
3.196 

3.568 
4.075 
3.726 
3.354 



1.035 
1.018 
1.133 

1.201 
1.041 
1.337 
1.181 

1.153 
1.353 
1.303 

1.350 
1.034 
1.239 
.337 



3 
1 
6 

5 
2 

22 
7 

9 
14 
13 

10 

4 

8 
11 



4.415 
4.425 
4.013 

4.148 
4.550 
3.521 
4.113 

3.843 
3.257 
4.079 

3.989 
4.275 
4.018 
3.788 



.837 
.859 
1.011 

1.108 
.802 
1.298 
1.066 

1.127 
1.331 
.997 

1.181 
.954 
1.060 
1.209 



3 
2 

9* 

5 
1 
13 
6 

11 
14 

7 

10 

4 

8 
12 



4.257 
4.257 
3.950 

4.100 
4.422 
3.436 
3.994 

3.773 
3.110 
4.000 

3.358 
4.098 
4.011 
3.471 



d Item included in 1985 survey only 
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not interested) to 5 (definitely Interested) 

22i 



.948 
.980 
1.048 

1.151 
.873 
1.319 
1.163 

1.151 
1.386 
1.198 

1.295 
1.092 
1.208 
1.352 



2 
2 
8 

3 
1 
11 

7 

9 
13 
6 

12 

4 

5 
10 



Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest h: Parent Involvement Roles 

Compared by Ethnicity 



Roles 
(Total N=3103) a 


ANGLO 
(N=1774) 


BLACK 
(N=682) 


HISPANIC 
(N=506) 






SD C 


Rank 






Rank 


X° 


SD C 


Rank 


1. Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, 
parent educator, assistant teacher, assistant 
librarian, or other jobs. 


3.254 


1.513 


7 


3.850 


1.227 


7 


3.790 


1.284 


7 


2. School Program Supporter - comlnq to the school to 
assist In events; for example, chaperoning a party or 
field trip, taking tickets at a fund-raising dinner, or 
such activities. 


A ACt 

4.461 


.880 


3 


4.379 


,848 


4 


4.364 


.947 


3 


3. Home Tutor - helpinq your children af hnmp wUh crhnni 
work or other educational activities. 


4.513 


.845 


2 


4.651 


.725 


1 


4.549 


.818 


2 


4. Audience - supporting vour child In crhnni, fnr 

example, by going to school performances, baking for 
bake sales, responding to notices from the school, etc. 


4.784 


.528 


1 


4.570 


.709 


2 


4.633 


.734 


1 


s. Advocate - meetlnq with school hoard nr nfhpr nffirj f | 5 
to ask for changes In rules or practices 1n the school 
or school system. 


4.119 


1.021 


4 


4.233 


1.006 


6 


4.078 


1.099 


5 


6. Co-Learner - qolnq to classes or wnrtchnpc w<fh 
ucauiici *> <ina principals wnere everyone learns more 
about children and education. 


3.991 


1.103 


6 


4.389 


.870 


3 


4.275 


.953 


4 


7. Decision Maker - beina on an *dv1«:nry hn^r^ ? 
committee, or governing board; or by giving your 
opinions to these boards or committees. 

* N=Nurnher nf rpcnnnrlonfc 


4.007 


1.140 


5 


4.202 


1.008 


5 


3.903 


1.158 


6 



c St&MSTS^ttaT 3 f ° Ur - [ ' 0,nt SC3,e " ' (Str ° n9ly d,Sa9ree > t0 4 < st """>ly agree) 
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Table 



Moan Response and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Ethnicity 





Activities 
(Total N=3103) a 


ANGLO 
(N=1779) 


BLACK 
(N=682) 


HISPANIC 
(N=506) 






SD C 


Rank 0 " 




SDC 


Rankd 




SD C 


Rankd 










TPH 


TPL 


TPM 


TPL 


TPM 


TPL 


1. 


Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, 
librarian, teacher aide, cafeteria help, etc. 


1.637 


1.101 




5 


2.312 


1.263 






1.929 


1.226 






2. 


Helping children with homework. 


3.609 


.700 


3 




3.598 


.744 


1 




3.369 


.955 


4 




3. 


VIsltinQ the school fn CPP trfhaf 4c hannnn 4 r»« 
vijiviii^ jv»"wv i tu bee ffilai* 1 5 Happening. 


3.537 


.653 


4 




3.428 


.737 






3.415 


.767 


o 
C 




4. 


Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 


3.866 


.415 


1 




3.478 


730 

• / sj\j 


2 




O. 000 


• OH 0 


1 




5. 


Going to classes at the school which help you teach 
your children at home. 


2.498 


1.185 






2.746 


1.098 






2.681 


1.245 






6. 


Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot- 
luck suppers, fund raising, etc. 


3.417 


.897 






3.037 


1.081 






3.104 


1.125 






7. 


HelnlflG fpflfhpPC uHfh r lace rnmn 1 m^r><nn -» ~ *• 4 4 *. i ^ 

,,c, H ,M y tcatuci b ifitn uiassroofn learning activities, 
for example, story telling, reading, math games, etc. 


2.308 


1.159 






2.301 


1.202 






2.196 


1.252 






8. 


Helping 1n the school, for example, the library, 
reading center, playground, lunchroom, nurse's office, 
etc. 


2.290 


1.211 






2.242 


1.244 






2.185 


1.258 






9. 


Going with children and teachers on school f1<jld trips 
or picnics, or to parties. 


3.070 


1.080 






2.590 


1.153 






2.740 


1.168 






° N=Number of respondents 















<j SD=Standard deviation 

d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Ethnicity 



Activities 
(Total N=3103) a 


ANGLO 
(N=1779) 


BLACK 
(N=682) 




SD C 


Rankd 




SD C 


Rank d 








TPM 


1 

TPL 


TPM 


TPL 


iu. uuiny cq worKsnops or otner such educational activities 
for parents at the school. 


2.617 


1.174 






2.682 


1.208 






11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 


2.542 


1.224 






2.304 


1.21! 






12. Taking part In PTA meetings. 


3.469 


.869 


5 




3.152 


1.006 


5 




13. Planning the school budget. 


1.742 


1.083 






1.954 


1.140 




2 


14. Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. 


1.467 


.836 




4 


1.985 


1.215 




3 


15. Helping children learn with materials at home, for 
example, games, magazines, books, etc. 


3.368 


.861 






3.377 


.879 


4 




«C «mhl«l iff _* _ _ 

16. Taking children to places of Interest, for example 
museums, libraries, art galleries, etc. ' 


3.249 


.867 






3.091 


1.017 






17. Working to Improve the schools through community groups 
like neighborhood associations, church organizations 
LULAC, NAACP, etc. 




t tot 

1.181 






2.632 


1.205 




< 


.8* HRlDinQ deddp hOW Wpll Crhnnl nrt/trirtsm,* . . 1. 

'" 'r'"? uc ^ ,uc ■luw f» t? 1 1 scnooi programs work (like 
Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.) 


1.613 


.935 






2.296 


1.197 




0 


19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant 
teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc. 

5 N=Number of respondents 


1.389 


.883 




2 


1.986 


1.255 




4 



c SoX^SXi.?^' 8 ,0Ur - p ° 1nt SCa,e 0f 1 < st ™"'» <"»•"•) f 4 (strong,, agree) 
d For Rank, SAM=strong1y agree most, SDM=strong1y disagree most 



HISPANIC 
(N=506) 



Xb 

2.501 

2.423 
3,210 
1.797 



.545 



SD C 

1.233 

1.214 
1.009 
1.149 
1.077 
1.038 

1.054 

1.200 

1.175 
1.022 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Ethnicity 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do 
their jobs. 

21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals. 

22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's 
progress. 

23. Giving ideas to the school board or school administra- 
tion for making changes. 

24. Going to meeting of the school board. 



ANGLO 
(N=1779) 



Xb 



1.400 

1.165 
3.673 

2.074 

1.925 



SDC 



.800 

.546 
.671 

1.094 

1.069 



Rank d 



TPM 



TPL 



BLACK 
(N=682) 



2.034 

1.721 
3.428 

2.101 

2.190 



SD C 



1.186 

1.136 
.838 

1.201 

1.165 



Rankd 



TPM 



3 N=Number of respondents 

c InSan^rd^iaUon 9 * $Ca1e ° f 1 (str0 " 9 ^ d1sa ^> to « <*rongly agree) 

d For Rank, SAM=strong1y agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most 



TPL 



HISPANIC 
(N=506) 



Xb 



1.606 

1.355 
3.406 

1.914 

2.102 



SDC 



TPM 



1.019 

.834 
.890 

1.128 

1.220 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of c ^je«§ n ^j» n }u}gst1o n s about Parent Involvement 



Suggestions 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Sending more Information to parents about ways they 
could be Involved. 

2. Making parents feel more welcome In the school. 

3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects 
being taught. 

4. Having Informal meetings or activities where parents 
and school staff can get to know each other better. 

5. Asking parents In what ways they would like to be 
Involved. 

6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with 
their children. 

7. Helping students understand that having their parents 
Involved Is important. 

8. Giving parents more Information about children's 
success In school. 

9. Planning more school activities at times when worklnq 
parents can come. 

0. Having more activities which Include children, parents 
and teachers. 



ANGLO 
(N=1779) 



4.070 

4.271 
4.164 

4.118 

4.113 

3.899 

4.123 

4.278 

4.126 

4.163 



SDC 
.769 

.711 
.714 

.793 

.787 

.872 

.803 

.698 

.834 

.766 



Rank 
9 

2 
3 



8 
10 
6 
1 
5 
4 



BLACK 
(N=682) 



4.332~ 

4.545 
4.472 

4.436 

4.407 

4.432 

4.519 

4.565 

4.530 

4.534 



SDC 
.710 

.635 
.650 

.720 

.669 

.720 

.653 

.656 

.647 

.630 




Rank 
10 

2 
6 

7 

9 

8 

5 

1 

4 

3 



HISPANIC 
(N=506) 



Xb 
4.287 

4.488 
4.393 

4.312 

4.337 

4.309 

4.490 

4.556 

4.348 

4.437 



SD C 
.782 

.690 
.718 

.855 

.793 

.806 

.685 

.658 

.860 

.724 



ERIC 
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Table 



Hean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents Become Less 

Involved at High School 





Reasons 

\ \ Otd 1 N= J1UJ ) a 


ANGLO 
(N=1779) 


BLACK 
(N=682) 


HISPANIC 
(N=506) 






X D 


SD C 


Rank 




SD C 


Rank 




SD C 


Rank 


1. 


Parents may not understand some of the courses taken in 
high school . 


2.925 


.70b 


2 


3.226 


.769 


1 


3.151 


.749 


1 


2. 


The schools are too far away. 


2.029 


.681 


9 


2.185 


.818 


10 


2.307 


.834 


10 


3. 


There are too many teachers to talk to. 


2.189 


.690 


10 


2.213 


.845 


9 


2.352 


.792 


9 


4. 


Teachers don't ask parents to be Involved 1n school as 
much. 


3.014 


.692 


1 


2.772 


.929 


3 


2.904 


.801 


2 


5 


raicriL^ uu not nave time to oe involved In school 
activities and work at the same time. 


2.341 


.776 


8 


2.393 


.913 


8 


2.544 


.886 


8 


6. 


Children do not want their parents involved when they 
get to high school. 


2.679 


.787 


6 


2.550 


.958 


7 


2.670 


.898 


7 


7. 


Parents can*t leave smaller children alone at home. 


2.362 


.724 


7 


2.743 


.915 


4 


2.673 


. out 


a 
\j 


8. 


There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 


2.873 


.693 


3 


2.705 


.863 


5 


2.801 


.817 


3 


9. 


There are not as many PTA activities for hiah school 
parents. 


2.868 


.733 


4 


2.809 


.901 


2 


2.748 


.856 


4 


10. 


High school principals do not encourage parent 
involvement in the school. 


2.681 


.796 


5 


2.609 


.922 


6 


2.705 


.886 


5 


° JV=Number of respondents 
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Frequency M •fjjr^t «!«. SLt^t, »o. t „ rent I(1¥oNeiwnt 

Compared ty education level 



Statements 
(total N-3103)" 



I. Teachers should give me Ideas 
ahoiit helping my children with 
hnm^Hork. 

Teachers should be In charge of 
parents Involved In the school 

teachers have enough to do 
without also having to work 
with parents. 

Teachers need to be trailed for 
working with parents. 

Principals should be In charge 
of getting parents Involved In 
the school. 

1 want teachers tc« send more 
Information home about 
classroom learning activities, 

7. I usually feel at ease when I 
visit the school. 

fl. I have a hard tlwe teaching 
some skills to my children like 
reading, math, and writing. 



less Thin High School 
Diploma (R»364) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment D 



343 

246 
184 

237 
245 

345 

301 
242 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



95.0 

69.1 
52.1 

67.9 
70.0 

97.2 

86.5 
67.8 



Rank* 



SAM 



SDM 



High school Diploma 
(N-861) 



Frequency 
of Agree- 
ment 0 



632 

464 

246 

565 
506 

602 

778 
465 



i 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



97.3 

54.6 
29.4 

66.8 
60.5 

94.7 

91.3 
54.6 



Hank* 



SAM 



son 



College Courses or 
Baccalaureate fcgree (1467) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment D 



1400 

575 
324 

1086 
631 

1351 

1339 
653 



^Justed 
Frequency 
(Percent)* 



96.2 

39.6 
22.5 

75.5 
56.1 

93.5 

91.9 
45.3 



Rank* 



SAM 



SOM 



Graduate Courses or Graduate 
Degree (N048) 



Frequency 
of Agree- 
ment 0 



331 

M 

72 

271 
206 

303 

316 
133 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 



95.4 

41.7 

20.9 

79.9 
60.6 

88.6 

W.7 
36.4 



Rank<* 



SAM 



SDM 



*N-Kumber of respondents. ■- 

fc%ibH« tk * ,nd,v,dua ' statwnt wUh w,ss,n9 data «'-" ~ 
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



rr^ncy ,„d », nk Order with St.Wnts Ahout P . reflt Invol^nt 

Coftyired By Frfucatfo* tevel 



Statements 
(lota I N*310.1)* 



9. I do not have pnough training 
to help makp school dpclslons, 

10. 1 should make sure that my 
thfldrpn do their homework. 

11. Working parents do not have 
time to J*e Involved In school 
activities.* 

12. I would hp|p my children more 
with homework If | knew what to 

do 

13. I should have the final word In 
decisions about mv children's 
education. 

14. I cooperate with my children's 
tpachers.e 

15. I should be responsible for 
getting more Involved In my 
children's school. 

16. 1 want to sppnd time helping my 
children get the best 
education.* 



Ipss Than High School 
Diploma (N«364) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment n 



216 
352 
120 

328 

265 

199 
333 



208 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Pcrcent) c 



60.7 



98.6 



56.9 



92.9 



75.1 



96,6 



94.6 



99.0 



Rank"* 



SAM 



High School Diploma 
(H«861) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment n 



358 
643 
81 

688 

592 

260 
810 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



42.7 
98.5 
30.7 

8].! 

n.2 

98.5 
95.5 



Rank* 



SAM 



SDM 



College Courses or 
Baccalaureate Degree (H67 



Frequency 
of Agree- 
ment 0 



364 
1415 

59 

1009 

990 

408 
1400 




Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 



25.3 
96.9 
16.6 

71.0 

69.6 

99.3 
96.6 



Rank 1 * 



SAM 



SOM 



Graduate Courses or Graduate 
Degree (N*34B) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
rnent 0 



68 
333 
21 

21/ 

223 

103 

327 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



J9.6 
95.7 
19.6 

64.8 

66.0 

97.2 
95.1 

99.1 



Rank 0 * 



SAM 



SOM 



calculating the percentage. 
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Statements 
(Total N-3103)* 



/. I have little to do with my 
children's success In school. 

IB. Parents should take part more 
In school decisions. 9 

19. School districts should make 
rules for Involving parents. e 

?0. I should hplp evaluate my 
children's teachers and 
principal, p 



cobA v/*y?rvsr c 

T»Me 

frequency .ml (U„ k Order of^ree^t wUh St.t«*nts About P.r W t Involved 
Compared By Education level 



less Than High School 
Dlplomt (N-364) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
went 0 



150 



185 



166 



165 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )< 



37.0 



90.7 



80.? 



82.1 



Rank** 



SAM 



SDN 



High school Diploma 
(K»861) 



Frequency 
of Agree* 
ment D 



80 



249 



191 



191 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 



9.5 



94.7 



72.6 



74.6 



Rank* 



SAH 



SDH 



College Courses "oT Icraduate Courses or Graduate 
Baccalaureate Degree (1467) ^ *- — » 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment D 



77 



391 



275 



27B 



jjN-Nomber of respondents. — — - 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 



5.3 



94.9 



67.6 



67.6 



Rank* 



SAH 



SDH 



Degree (H=348) 



Frequency 
of Agree- 
ment 0 



24 



92 



61 



62 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 



7.0 



87.6 



57.0 



58.5 



Rank* 



SAH 



SDH 



9 data excluded In calculating the percentage. 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Interest In Decisions About Parent Involvement 
Compared By r ducat Ion level 



D>c1s1oos 
{total N-3103)* 



I. Amount of homework assigned. 

?. Choosing classroom discipline 
methods. 

Selecting school textbooks and 
other learning materials* 

Placing my children 1n Special 
Education. 

5. evaluating how well my children 
are learning. 

6. Hiring principal and teachers. 

7. Evaluating how well principals 
and teachers do their Job. 

fl. Deciding what's most Important 
for the school budget. 

<>♦ Mrlng principal and teachers. 

10. Having more multicultural/ 
bilingual education In the 
school. 



j>N-Number of respondents, 
frequency 0 f Agreement - The number 
^Adjusted frequency * 7h e percent of 
"Item Included In I9fi5 survey only. 



less Than High School 
Olploma (N*364) 



Frequency 
of Inter 
est 0 



287 
286 

250 

259 

298 

205 

275 
223 

184 

234 



Adjusted 
frequency 
(Percent)*" 



80.6 
81.0 

68.7 

;2.s 
83.; 

58.2 

;;.5 

63.2 

51.4 

65.2 



Rank 



3 
2 



13 

6 
10 

14 

9 



High School Olploma 
(N°861) 



Frequency 
of Inter- 
est 0 



663 

m 

599 

686 

43? 

632 
546 

360 
453 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



;;.6 

84.8 

6;.3 

;o.5 

81.2 
51.2 

74.4 

64.5 

42.6 

53.; 



Rank 



2 

13 

6 
9 

14 

12 



College Courses or 
Baccalaureate Degree (146; 



Frequency 
of Inter 
est 0 



1180 
1228 

1048 

1023 

1195 

;o6 

1052 
968 

652 
814 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 



80.8 
84.4 

71.7 

70.6 

82.0 

48.5 

72.0 
66.4 

44.6 

55.8 



Rank 



13 

6 
9 

14 

12 



Graduate Courses or Graduate 
Degree (N*348) 



Frequency 
of Inter 
est* 



of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the statement 

parents responding favorably to the Individual statement wUh missing data excluded 1n 



283 
262 

252 

236 

288 

148 

215 
227 

125 
196 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 



82.3 
;6.4 

n.o 

68.4 

83.5 

42.8 

62.3 
65.6 

31.2 
56.6 



Rank 



13 
10 

; 

14 

II 



calculating the percentage. 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Interest In Decisions About Parent Involvement 
Compared By Education level 



P*»cl*lons 
(Total H=3ini)« 



less Than High School 
Diploma (N=364) 



II. Maklnq school desegregation 
plans. 

!?. Setting school behavior rules. 

1.1. Setting school rules for 

grading and passing children. rt 

4. Mnlplng the school decide what 
to teach and how. 0. 



*N-Nt«nher of respondents. 



Frequency 
of Inter- 
est** 



214 

277 
168 

139 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



61.3 

78.0 
80.4 

62.2 



Rank 



12 

5 
4 

11 



High School Diploma 
(N-861) 



Frequency 
of Inter- 
est 0 



466 

684 
198 

147 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



56.2 

80.9 
75.0 

55.5 



Rank 



10 

3 
5 

11 



Col lege Courses or 
8accalaureate Degree (1467) 



Frequency 
of Inter- 
est 0 



934 

1204 
301 

233 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 0 



64.8 

82.9 
72.4 

56.0 



Rank 



10 

2 
5 

11 



Graduate Courses or Graduate 
Degree (H=348) 



Frequency 
of Inter- 
est 0 



215 

269 
67 

57 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)'- 



62.7 

78.7 
63.8 

54.3 



I.fcn, ,ncl,Hl,3 .n Un,\l P Z lX: ParenlS reSPOm,,n9 fa¥ ° rsMy 10 lhe "«» „,,„,„„ data excIuded ,„ caIcuIat1ng the percent ,^ 
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Table 



fre<i«*ncy and Rank Order of Interest In parent Involvement Roles 
Compared by (dotation level 



Roles 
(Total NO103)* 



Paid School staff - work In the 
school as an "aTffe, parent 
educator, assistant teacher, 
assistant librarian, or other 
such Jobs. 

2. School^ pro gram Supporter - 
coming lo the school to assist 
In events; for example, 
chaperoning a party or field 
trip, talcing tickets at a fund 
raising dinner, or such 
activities. 

Home Tutor - helping your 
children at home with school 
work or other educational 
activities. 

Audi ence - supporting your 
child In school , for example, 
by going to school 
performances, baking for bake 
sales, responding to notices 
from the school, etc. 



Less Than High School 
Diploma (N=364) 



Frequency 
of Inter 
est 0 



245 



306 



320 



320 



Adjusted 
frequency 
(Percent) c 



68.1 



85.0 



89.1 



89.1 



Rank 



High School Diploma 
(N*861) 



frequency 
of Inter 
est© 



541 



770 



756 



808 



Adjusted 
frequency 
(Percent) 



63.9 



90.4 



89.0 



94.8 



Rank 



College Courses or 
Baccalaureate Degree (1467 



frequency 
of Inter- 
est 0 



835 



1327 



1348 



MIR 



Adjusted 
frequency 
(Percent) c 



57.7 



91.6 



93.0 



97.8 



Rank 



Graduate Courses or Graduate 
Degree (H=34R) 



Frequency 
of Inter 
est 0 



167 



303 



313 



337 



Adjusted 
frequency 
(Percent ) r - 



4R.5 



88.1 



91.0 



98.0 



Rank 



*N-Number of respondents. 

ssaasF* us »xw marcs* .„,„ ... , „.„,„.„, „ _,.„. 
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Table _ 

frequency and Rank Order of Interest In Parent Involvement Roles 
Compared by Education level 



Roles 
(Total N=3103) a 



Advocate - meeting with school 
board or other officials to ask 
for changes In rules or 
practices In the school or 
school system. 

6. Co-learner - going to classes 
or workshops with teachers and 
principals where everyone 
learns more about children and 
education. 

7- Oeclslon Haker - being on an 
advisory board, a school 
committee, or governing board; 
or by giving your opinions to 
these bards or committees. 



less Than High School 
Diploma (N«364) 



frequency 
of Inter, 
est* 



260 



289 



235 



Adjusted 
frequency 
(Percent )c 



72.6 



80.7 



65.8 



Rank 



High School Olploma 
(N«86I) 



frequency 
of Inter- 
est 



619 



682 



592 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



72.7 



80,0 



69.3 



Rank 



College Courses or 
Baccalaureate Degree (1467) 



frequency 
of Inter 
est b 



1177 



1177 



1138 



Adjusted 
frequency 
(Rercent)c 



80.6 



78.0 



Rank 



Graduate Courses or Graduate 
Degree (N«J4R) 



frequency 
of Snter- 
est* 



290 



266 



284 



Adjusted 
frequency 
(Rercent) c 



83.8 



76.7 



82.3 



Rank 



j^N-Nnmber of respondents. 

c [E7 r of Agreement - The number of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the statement 

'AHJnsteo r reqU enc y . |* percent of parents respond, f^orao^ tM J.BS,?u»«, Mss.n, ,.t. exceed ,n ca,c U ,at,n 9 the percent. 9 e. 
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Table 

frequency and Rank Order of Participation In Parent ln»o1»em*nt Activities 
Compared %y Education Level 



Acttvlttes 
dotal NO103)* 



tc»ss Than High School 
Diploma (N064) 



Frequency 
of Partlc 
IpatlonD 



1. Working as full time paid 138 
staff, for example, 
teacher, librarian, teacher 
aide, cafeteria help, etc 

2. Helping children with 297 
homework. 

Visiting the school to see 304 
what h happening. 

Going to "open house" or 315 
special proqrams at school 

Going to classes at the 183 
school which help you teach 
your children at home 

Helping with school 241 
activities such as coffees, 
pot -luck suppers, fund 
raising, etc. 

/- Helping teachers with 145 
classroom learning 
activities, for example, 
story telling, reading, 
math games, etc. 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



45.2 

88.1 
87.4 
89.2 
63.3 

69.7 
45.2 



Rankd 



TPM 



TPl 



High School Diploma 
(N-861) 



Frequency 
of Partlc 
lpatlon° 



214 

745 

777 
815 
331 

676 

339 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



27.7 

91.1 
91.4 

95.9 
57.2 

81.4 
45.6 



Rank* 



TPM 



TPL 

5 



College Courses or 
Baccalaureate Degree (1467) 



Frequency 
of Partlc 
1pat1on° 



346 

1288 
1339 
1409 
481 

1186 
550 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



26.4 

93.2 
92.7 
97.0 
55.5 

83.7 
43.4 



Hankd 



TPM 



TPL 



Graduate Courses or Graduate 
Degree (N-340) 



Frequency 
of Partic- 
ipation^ 



132 

304 

306 
336 
131 

264 
146 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



42.4 

93.3 
90.3 
98.2 
55.7 

78.6 
46.2 



flank^ 



TPM 



TPL 




ERLC 



249 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



250 



SCSI COUA VAVirv^r? 

Table 

Frequency and Bank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared By Education level 



Activities 
(Total NO103)* 



Helping In the school , for 
example, the library, 
reading center, playground, 
lunchroom, nurse's office, 
etc. 

9. Going with children and 
teachers on school field 
trips or picnics, or to 
parties. 

10. Going to workshops or other 
such educational activities 
for parents at the school 

t. Organizing parent volunteer 
activities. 

2. Talcing part In PTA 
meetings. 

3. Planning the school budget. 

M. Helping to plen what will 
be taught In the school. 



Less Than High School 
Diploma (H-364) 



Frequency 
of Partic- 
ipation 0 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 




fM'Niimber of parents responding 
frequency of Participation « The 
^Adjusted Frequency » The percent 
n For Rank, TPM=Take Part Host and 



201 

172 

165 

245 

119 
116 



58.1 

55.5 

51.6 

70.4 

37.9 
38.4 



Bankd 



High School Olploma 
(N-861) 



Frequency 
of Partlc 
lpatlon b 



614 

396 

415 

690 

203 
129 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 



74.2 

57,0 

51.4 

81.2 

26.4 
17.5 



Rank<* 



Co?leqe Courses or 
Baccalaureate Degree (1467) 



Frequency 
of Partic- 
ipation 0 



999 

650 

742 

1237 

326 
210 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 



70.5 

58.3 

53.7 

85.7 

25.7 
17.9 



number of parents probably taking part In activities sometime nr „f». 



Rankd 



Graduate Courses or Graduate 
Degree (K«348) 



Frequency 
of Partic 
Ipatlon 0 



126 

210 

164 

158 

286 

78 
79 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



39.5 

63.4 

57.3 

48.6 

84.1 

26.2 
27.3 



calculating the percentage. 
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Table _ 

frequency and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 
compared By Education level 



Activities 
(Total NOI03)* 



15. Helping children learn with 
materials at home, for 
example, games, magazines, 
bnnks, etc. 

16. Talcing children to places 
of Interest, for example, 
museums, llhrarles, art 
qa Merles, etc. 

7. Working tn Improve the 
schnols thrnugh community 
grnups like neighborhood 
assnc lat fons, church 
organizations, UllAC, 
NAACP, etr. 

in. Helping decide how well 
schonl programs wnrk (like 
Title I , follnw Through, 
FSAA, etc.) 

10. wnrklnq as part time paid 
staff, for example, 
assistant teacher, room 
clerk, nurse, health aide, 
etc. 



less Than High School 
Diploma (N-*364) 



frequency 
of Partlc 
Ipatlnnb 



?N-Numher of parents responding 
frequency of Participation The 
<"AdJusted frefjuency r fhe percent 
rt Fnr Rank, TPH-Take Part Most and 



277 



254 



165 



153 



107 



Adjusted 
frequency 
(Percent )c 



80.3 



73.2 



51.4 



47.8 



34.2 



Rank<1 



TPM 



TPl 



High School Diploma 
(N=85l) 



frequency 
of Partlc. 
Ipatlonb 



685 



650 



366 



223 



149 



Adjusted 
frequency 
(Percent)c 



82. 0 



78.5 



47.0 



29.5 



19.4 



Rank** 



TPM 



TPl 



College Cnurses nr 
Baccalaureate Degree (1467) 



frequency 
of Partlc 
1 pat lonb 



1239 



1211 



640 



263 



216 



Adjusted 
frequency 
(Percent )c 



88.0 



84.9 



49.1 



21.7 



16.8 



number of parents probably taking part In activities sometimes or often 
mSS Nrt S,?;' 1 <n th<? ,nd,Vid,,8, aCt,V,ty " ,th "'»^ Sata° 5xc 



Rank<* 



TPM 



TPl 



Graduate Courses or Graduate 
Degree (N-348) 



frequency 
of Partlc 
Ipatlnnb 



295 



281 



164 



93 



49 



Adjusted 
frequency 
(Percent )f 



38.9 



84.6 



52.4 



31.7 



16.2 



luded In calculating the percentage. 



Rank<* 



TPM 



TPl 
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Table 



Frequency an <J Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared By Education Level 



Activities 
(Total NO!03) a 



?0. Helping to decide how well 
teachprs and principals do 
their Jobs. 

?1. Helping to hire or fire 
teachers and principals. 

?2. Going to parent/teacher 
conferences about your 
child's progress. 

?3. Giving ideas to the school 
board or school 
administration for making 
changes. 

?4. Going to meeting of the 
school board. 



Less Than High School 
Olploma (N*364) 



Frequency 
of Partlc 
Ipatlon" 



Iff 



393 



127 



150 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



36.2 



29.2 



64.4 



36.4 



44.6 



Rankd 



TPM 



I PL 



High Schor/1 Diploma 



Frequency 
of Partlc- 
fpatlon 0 



140 



73 



761 



250 



?69 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



19.1 



10.2 



90.4 



31.0 



32.5 



Rank* 



TPM 



TPL 



College Courses or 
Baccalaureate Degree (1467) 



Frequency 
of Partlc- 
Ipatlonb 



160 



71 



1345 



520 



454 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



15.4 



6.3 



93.7 



36.5 



32.2 



Rank"* 



TPM 



TPL 



Graduate Courses or Graduate 
Degree (N048) 



Frequency 
of Partlc 
Ipatlon 0 



61 



30 



307 



157 



138 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



21.9 



11.0 



92.7 



47.7 



41.4 



jjN-Nimiber of parents responding 



Rank<< 



TPM 



TPI 
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T«ble 

Frequency .n<f „.„» Order |^ «» J^tal About P.rent 
Compared By Education level 



Suggestions 
(Tntal N-3103)" 



Sending more Information to 
parents about ways they could 
he Involved. 

?. Making parents feel more 
welcome In the school. 

Helping parents to hetter 
understand the subjects being 
tauqht. 

4. Having Informal meeting or 
activities where parents and 
school staff can get to know 
each other better. 

Asking parents In hat ways they 
would 1 1ke to be Involved. 

Giving parents activities they 
can do at home with tbelr 
chl tdren. 

Helping students understand 
that having their parents 
involved Is Important. 



jjN-Kumher of parents responding 



less Than High School 
Diploma *lf«364) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
went* 1 



315 



323 



317 



317 



307 



305 



325 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



88.5 



91.5 



90.6 



89.8 



87.5 



87.4 



91.8 



Rank 



10 



High School Diploma 
(H-861) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
went* 



799 



776 



738 



761 



701 



767 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 



89.5 



93.7 



91.1 



86.7 



89.5 



82. 3 



90.0 



Rank 



College Courses or 8acca- 
laureate Degree (N-1467) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment D 



1301 



1333 



1313 



1274 



1284 



1172 



1272 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 



89.4 



91.6 



90.3 



87.6 



3.4 



80.6 



87.5 



^ • cj|/wihi i rig ^— — — 



Rank 



Graduate Courses or Graduate 
Degree (N-348) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment n 



10 



304 



315 



302 



289 



305 



284 



301 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 



87.6 



90.8 



86.8 



83.3 



80.2 



81.8 



87.0 



sslng data excluded In calculating the percentage. 
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Table 

Fr^cy ,nd *,nk Order J.th S^t Ions Ahout P.rent Involved 

Compared fly Education level 



Suggestions 
(Tntal N-3103)* 



fl. Giving parents more Information 
about children's success In 
schnnl. 

K Planning wore school activities 
at times when wnrklng parents 
can come. 

0. Having mnre activities which 
Include children, parents and 
teachers. 



less Than High School 
Diploma (N-364) 



frequency 
of Agree 
ment h 



335 



320 



323 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



94.6 



90.1- 



91.0 



Rank 



High School Diploma 
(N-861) 



frequency 
of Agree 
mentb 



795 



765 



769 



Adjusted 
frequency 
(Percent) 



93.3 



89.6 



89.3 



Rank 



College Courses or Bacca- 
laureate Degree (N-H67) 



frequency 
of Agree - 
.*ent° 



1342 



1267 



!29l 



Adjusted 
frequency 
(Percent )c 



92.1 



87.1 



88.7 



Rank 



Graduate Courses or Graduate 
Degree (N=348) 



frequency 
of Agree 
rnent 0 



323 



300 



295 



Adjusted 
frequency 
(Percent)c 



92.8 



86.7 



85.3 



Rank 



jjN-Ntimber nf parents respnndlng 
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Table 




Reasons 
(Total N-3103)" 



I. Parents may not understand some 
of the courses taken In high 
school. 



The schools are too far away. 

There are too many teachers to 
talk to. 



Frequency 
of Agree- 
ment 



4. Teachers don't ask parents ti 
he Involved In school as mich. 



5. 



Parents do not have tine to be 
Involved In school activities 
and work at the same time. 

Children do not want their 
parents Involved when they get 
to high school. 

Parents can't leave smaller 
children alone at home. 

There are not as many parent/ 
teacher confevences. 



311 

147 

155 

242 

220 

215 

235 
23! 



Adjusted 
Freo^iency 
(Percent )c 



89.4 

43.6* 
45.3 

71.6 

64.1 

63.4 

69.5 
70.2 



Rank 



jjN-Nwmber of parents responding to Individual Item ' ■ I I | I 

— ~ swaps eosk» .„„„, ... ,„ „„.,.„„ lh . 



10 
9 

2 

6 



Fre<pieocy 
of Agree 
«w»nt n 



711 

159 

237 

627 
347 

469 

421 

583 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percentjc 



82.6 

19.0 
28.4 

75.5 

41.9 

56.6 

51.2 
70.9 



Rank 



10 

9 

2 
8 



College 
laureal 


Courses or Bacca- 
e Degree (H-1467) 


Graduate Courses or Graduate 
Degree (N»348) 


Frequenc) 
of Agree- 
ment b 


' Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 


Rank 


Frequenc) 
of Agree- 
ment 0 


' Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 0 


Rank 


1113 


78.7 


1 


254 


75.8 


2 


239 


17.0 


10 


84 


25.1 


10 


379 


27.0 


9 


101 


30.2 


9 


1067 


76.7 


2 
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Oil. c 


1 


549 


39.1 


8 


139 


41.6 


8 


801 


57.5 


5 


201 


61.3 


5 


611 


43.9 


7 


142 


42.9 


7 


94; 




70.4 ' 


3 


222 


68.3 J 


4 
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Table 



Frequency «nd Rank Order of Agtscs*nt with Reasons Why Parents 
8ecome Less Involved at High School 
Compared by Education Level 



Reasons 
(Total NO103) 3 



9. There are not as many PTA 
activities for high school 
parents. 

10. High school principals do not 
enmurage parent Involvement In 
the school . 



Less Than High School 
Olploma (N*364) 



Frequency 
of Agree- 
ment* 



223 



209 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percentjc 



67.0 



62.8 



Rank 



High School Olploma 
(N-861) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment n 



567 



482 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



70.1 



60.0 



Rank 



College Courses or Bacca- 
laureate Degree (N-1467) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
aient 0 



915 



709 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



68.1 



54.1 



Rank 



Graduate Courses or Graduate 
Oegree (H=34B) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment D 



228 



178 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



70.8 



55.3 



Rank 



jjN-Numher of parents responding to Individual Item. 

frequency of Agreement » The number of parents agreeing or strong aqreelno with thP ro«n» 
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SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES 
COMPARED BY EDUCATIONAL LEVEL (MEANS) 
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BE8X COhfcYAVtWrE 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Educational Level 



Statements 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Teachers should give me Ideas about 
helping my children with homework. 

2. Teachers should be 1n charge of 
parents Involved 1n the school. 

3. Teachers have enough to do without 
also having to *ork with parents. 

4. Teachers need to be trained for 
working with parents. 

5. Principals should be 1n charge of 
getting parents Involved 1n the 
school . 

6. 1 want teachers to send more infor- 
mation home about classroom learnlnq 
activities. 

7. I usually feel at ease when 1 visit 
the school. 

1 have a hard time teaching some 
skills to my children like reading, 
math, and writing. 



Less Than 
High 
School 
Diploma 
(N=364) 



3.440 
2.865 
2.550 
2.840 
2.894 

3.361 

3.207 
2.796 



SD C 



.626 
.811 
.922 
.829 
.865 

.577 

.750 
.851 



Rankd 



SAM SDM 



High 
School 
Diploma 
(N=861) 



I 



3.448 
2.633 
2.122 
2.787 
2.675 

3.292 

3.?i6 
2.609 



SD C 



.558 
.787 
.816 
.757 
.727 

.588 

."565 
.824 



Rankd 



SAM 



SDM 



5 
2 



College Courses 
or 

Baccalaureate 
Degree 
(N=1467) 



Xb 



3.422 
2.384 
2.037 
2.905 
2.630 

3.296 

3.305 
2.400 



SD C 



.593 
.762 
.781 
.723 
.751 

.594 

.667 
.817 



Rank d 



SAM 



a N=Number of resoondents 

c SD=St a LlrT3e S :iat U 1on n9 ' * ale ° f 1 (str0n ^ d1sa ^ee) to 4 (strongly agree) 

• MludSTSS^ SJ- SDM=Str0n9 ^ disa ^e most 
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SDM 



Graduate 
Courses or 
Graduate 
Degree 
(N=348) 



Xb 



3.418 
2.420 
1.965 
3.024 
2.734 

3.254 

3.332 
?34 



SD C 



.637 
.766 
.792 
.705 
.797 

.665 

.654 
.831 



Rank^ 



SAM 



SDM 
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c SSliJISrS;?.!^ 3 f0Ur - p ° 1nt SCale ° f 1 (st ™9ly to 4 (strongly agree) 

e [It! ?!I"; tr !2l y m ° St ' sw= strongly disagree most 

e Item Included In 1985 survey only 9 
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Statements 
(Total N=3103)3 




Less 
Hie 
bene 
01 pi 
(N=3 


Than 

Ih 

K>1 

oma 
64) 


High 
School 
Diploma 
(N=861) 


College Courses 
or 

Baccalaureate 
Degree 
(N=1467) 


Graduate 
Courses or 
Graduate 
Degree 
(N=348) 








Rank d 






Ran^ 






Rank d 






Ranfc d 




SD C 


SAM 


SOW 


X° 


SD C 


SAM 


SDM 


Xb 


SD C 


CMJ 

JrTI 






SD C 


SAM 


SDM 


9. I do not have .igh training to help 
make school decisions. 


2.702 


.886 




3 


2.365 


.790 




4 


2.081 


730 




4 


1 •ODD 


700 




2 


10. I should make sure that my children 
do their homework. 


3.591 


.552 


1 




3.672 


.528 


2 




3.632 




2 




0. DVo 


.602 


3 




11. Working parents do rot have time to 
be involved in school activities. 6 


2.730 


.909 




4 


2.174 


.818 




3 


1.858 


1 .311 




2 


1.879 


.832 




3 


12. I would help my children more with 
homework if I knew what to do. 


3.246 


.639 






2.987 


.734 






2.819 


.775 






2.728 


.855 






13. I should have the final work in 
decisions about my children's 
education. 


3.025 


.861 




1 


2.921 


.821 






2.893 


.786 






2.840 


.843 






14. I cooperate with my children's 
teachers. e 


3.432 


.595 


4 




3.580 


.539 


3 


1 


3.569 


.529 


3 




3.642 


.572 


2 




ij. i jiiuuiu ltc icsponsiDie Tor getting 
more involved in my children's 
school . 


3.344 


.626 






3.381 


.591 






3.441 


.581 


4 




3.427 


.587 


4 




16. I want to spend time helping my 
children get the best education. 0 

i N=Number of respondents 


3.567 


.516 


2 




3.718 


.459 


1 




3.749 


.461 


1 




3.729 


.506 


1 





g£2i cohk VAVir vsrs 

Table 

Hean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement 

Ctapared by Educational Level 



Statements 
(Total N=3103) a 



17. I have little to do with my 
children's success In school. 

18. Parents should take part more in 
school decisions. 

19. School districts should make rules 
for Involving parents. 

20. I should help evaluate my children's 
teachers and principal. 



Less Than 
High 
School 
Diploma 
N = 364 



Xb 



2.231 
3.250 
3.072 
3.075 



SD C 



1.020 
.644 
.763 
.768 



Rank<* 



SAM 



SDM 



High 
School 
Diploma 

N = 861 



1.613 



3.323 



2.840 



2.957 



SD C 



.726 



.597 



.799 



.818 



Rank d 



SAM SDM 



College Courses 
or 

Baccalaureate 
Degree 
N = 146? 



Xb 



1.455 



3.357 



2.818 



2.830 



SD C 



.648 



.601 



.845 



.911 



* N=Number of respondents 

c SSZJ^rtVt? * ,< ""'- P0, '' t SCi " e °' 1 iStrm ^ d,Sa9ree) t0 4 < Str< "">" 
d For Rank, SAM=strongly agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most 
e item Included in 1985 survey only 



Rank d 



SAM SDM 
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Graduate 
'Courses or 
Graduate 
Degree 
N = 348 



Xb 



1.528 



3.286 



2.664 



2.708 



SD C 



.738 



.756 



.931 



.976 



Rank d 



SAM 
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest 1n Decisions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Educational Level 



Decisions 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Amount of homework assigned. 

|2. Choosing classroom discipline 
methods. 

|3. Selecting school textbooks and other 
learning materials. 

|4. Placing my children In Special 
Education. 

|5. Evaluating how well my children are 
learning. 

6. Hiring principal and teachers. 

7. Evaluating how well principals and 
teachers do their job. 

|8. Deciding what's most Important for 
the school budget. 

|9. Firing principal and teachers. 

,10. Having more multicultural/bilingual 
education in the school. 

11. Making school desegregation plans. 



ERIC 



jj N=Number of respondents 

° X=Mean response, using a flve-polr 

c SD=Standard deviation 

d Item Included in 1985 survey only 



Less Thar. 




High 




College Courses 


Graduate 




mgn 






School 




or 




Courses 


or 




School 






Diploma 


Baccalaureate 


Graduate 




uipioma 




(N=861) 




Degree 




Degree 






; 








(N=1767) 




(N=348) 


X»> 


snc 


Pan If 






Rank 


Xb 


SDC 


Rank 


X«> 


SDC 


Rank 


4.264 


.915 


2 


A 1 CC 

h, lob 


.952 


3 


4.188 


1.012 


3 


4.177 


1.061 


2 


4.252 


.912 


3 


4.330 


.915 


1 


4.302 


.981 


1 


4.038 


1.153 


3 


3.961 


1.043 


8 


3.876 


1.062 


8 


3.933 


1.094 


6 


3.925 


1.191 


5 


4.020 


1.125 


7 


4.040 


1.115 


5 


3.992 


1.194 


5 


3.896 


1.. 74 


6 


4.351 


.939 


1 


A OCQ 

HmCDO 


.977 


2 


4.239 


.993 


2 


4.238 


.986 


1 


3.634 


1.274 


13 


1 AA 1 


1 • coc 


1 o 


3.272 


1.337 


13 


3.133 


1.408 


13 


4.121 


1.079 


4 


4.024 


1.068 


6 


3.905 


1.168 


7 


3.643 


1.320 


9 


3.819 


1.129 


11 


Om / DO 


1.130 


9 


3.761 


1.137 


9 


1 ACQ 


1.260 


8 


3.419 


1.35b 


14 


3.236 


1.302 


14 


3.191 


1.357 


14 


2.870 


1.426 


14 


3.869 


1.171 


9 


3.462 


1.293 


12 


3.497 


1.296 


11 


3.468 


1.330 


11 


3.665 


1.266 


12 


3.505 


1.329 


11 


3.690 


1.300 


10 


3.563 


1.439 


10 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest In Decisions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Educational Level 



Decisions 
(Total N=3103)a 



12. Setting school behavior rules. 

13. Setting school rules for grading and 
passing children. d 

14. Helping the school decide what to 
teach and how. d 



Less Than 
High 
School 
Diploma 
(N=364) 



Xb 



4.118 
4.067 

3.804 



SDC 



1.024 
1.045 

1.170 



Rank 



5 
10 



High 
School 
Diploma 
(N=861) 



4.126 
3.973 

3.608 



SDC 



.994 
1.138 

1.260 



Rank 



4 

7 

10 



College Courses 
or 

Baccalaureate 
Degree 
(N=1767) 



Xb 



4.158 
3.880 

3.488 



SDC 



1.010 
1.155 

1.293 



Rank 



4 

8 

12 



Graduate 
Courses or 
Graduate 
Degree 
N = 348 



Xb 



SD C 



3.95 
3.676 

3.381 



1.188 
1.424 

1.565 



Rank 



4 

7 

12 



£ N=Number of respondents 

c lu^STSeviatlon 9 * $Ca1e ° f 1 (Str ° ngl * diSagr * e > to * (Wrongly agree) 

d For Rank, SAM=strongly agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank order of Interest In Parent Involvement Roles 
Compared by Educational Level 



Roles 
(Total N=3103)a 



Paid School staff - work In the 
school as an aide, parent educator, 
assistant teacher, assistant 
librarian, or other such jobs. 

2. School Program Supporter - coming to 
the school to assist in events; for 
example, chaperoning a party or field 
trip, taking tickets at a fund- 
raising dinner, or such activities. 

Home Tutor - helping your children at 
home with school work or other 
educational activities. 

Audience - supporting your child In 
school, for example, by going to 
school performances, baking for bake 
sales, responding to notices from the 
school, etc. 

Advocate - meeting with school board 
or other officials to ask for changes 
in rules or practices in the school 
or school system. 

6. Co-Learner - going to classes or 
workshops with teachers and 
principals where everyone learns more 
about children and education. 



j| N=Number of respondents 



Less Than 
High 
School 
Diploma 
(N-364) 



3.819 
4.228 



4.435 



4.465 



4.022 



4.134 



SDC 
1.191 

1.022 



,907 



.797 



1.125 



1.037 



Rank 
7 



High 
School 
Diploma 
(N=861) 



3.662 
4.437 



4.481 



4.662 



4.027 



4.137 



SDC 
1.319 

.852 



.865 



.683 



1.093 



1.008 



Rank 
7 



College Courses 
or 

Baccalaureate 
Degree 
(N=1467) 



Xb 
3.398 

4.491 



4.602 



4.778 



4.200 



4.142 



SDC 
1.490 

.821 



.765 



.503 



.981 



1.049 



Rank 
7 



Graduate 
Courses or 
Graduate 
Degree 
(N=348) 



Xb 
3.026 

4.288 



4.541 



4.753 



4.202 



4.043 



SDC 
1.597 

1.042 



.906 



.540 



.995 



1.115 



O SSlnSS^dSiaSllS 9 3 f1Ve " P ° 1nt SC3le ° f 1 < definUel y not interested) to 5 (definitely interested) 



Table 



Hean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Roles 

Compared by Educational Level 



Roles 
(Total N=3103)a 



Less Than 
High 
School 
Diploma 
(N=364) 



SDC Rank 



High 
School 
Diploma 
(N=861) 



SDC Rank 



College Courses 
or 

Baccalaureate 
Degree 
(N=1467) 



Xb 



SDC Ran k 



Gratuate 
Courses or 
Graduate 
Degree 
(N=348) 



Xb 



SDC R an k 



being on an advisory 



7. Decision Maker 

board, a school committee, or govern- 
ing board; or by giving your opinions 
to these boards or cormlttees. 



3.852 



1.221 



3.87g 



1.162 



4.117 



1.082 



4.20g 



.975 



jj N=Number of respondents 

c sSSLaSTSlaSlS' 3 f ' ,e - P ° ,nt S " ,e ° f 1 «*"-"•'» "* Interested) to 5 (definitely Interested) 



9 
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Educational Level 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Working as full time paid staff, for 
example, teacher, librarian, teacher 
aide, cafeteria help, etc. 

2. Helping children with homework. 

3. Visiting the school to see what Is 
happening. 

4. Going to "open house" or special 
programs at school. 

Going to classes at the school which 
help you teach your children at home. 

6. Helping with school activities such 
as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund 
raising, etc. 

7. Helping teachers with classroom 
learning activities, for example, 
story telling, reading, math games, 
etc. 



8. Helping in the school, for example, 
the library, reading center, play- 
ground, lunchroom, nurse's office, 
etc. 



Less Than 
High 
School 
Diploma 
(N<364) 



2.115 

3.371 
3.322 

3.405 

2.671 

2.905 

2.199 
2.177 



SDC 



1.182 

.857 
.767 

.778 

1.157 

1.182 

1.153 
1.241 



Rankd 



TPM 



TPL 



High 
School 
Diploma 
(N=861) 



1.745 

3.562 
3.528 

3.738 

2.603 

3.295 

2.281 
2.327 



SDC 



1.153 

.791 
.688 

.556 

1.202 

1.000 

1.205 
.248 



Rankd 



TPM 



TPL 



College Courses 
or 

Baccalaureate 
Degree 
(N=1467) 



Xb 



1.739 

3.615 
3.512 

3.796 

2.591 

3.370 

2.297 
2.259 



? N=Number of respondents 

c SDtca^rS^ia^on 9 3 ^ ° f 1 (neVer take ^ to 4 ^ take part) 

d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 



SDC 



1.15 

.726 
.679 

.517 

1.179 

.925 

1.176 
1.218 



Rankd 



TPM 
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280 



TPL 



Graduate 
Courses or 
Graduate 
Degree 
(N=348) 



Xb 



2.186 

3.561 
3.445 

3.819 

2.609 

3.193 

2.377 
2.216 



SD« 



1.343 

.728 
.725 

.468 

1.132 

1.008 

1.193 
1.203 



TPM TPL 
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation In parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Educational Level 



Activities 
(Total N=3103) a 


1 


Less Than 
High 
School 
Diploma 
(N=364) 


High 
School 
Diploma 
(N=861) 


College Courses 
or 

Baccalaureate 
Degree 
(N=1467) 


Graduate 
Courses or 

Graduate 
Degree 
(N=348) 






SDC 


. Ra 






SDC 


Rankd 


Xb 


SD C 


Rankd 


Xb 


SDC 


Rankd 








TPK 


TPL 




TPM 


TPL 


TPM 


TPL 




TPM 


TPL 


9. Going with children and teachers on 
school field trips or picnics, or to 
parties. 


2.590 


1.220 






3.008 


1.094 






2.949 


1.111 






2.758 


1.153 






10. Going to workshops or other such 

educational activities for parents at 

thp crhnnl 


2.513 


1.261 






2.581 


1.220 






2.654 


1.169 






2.626 


1.138 






11. Organizing parent volunteer 
activities. 


2.391 


1.257 






2.429 


1.237 






2.525 


1.215 






2.397 


1.186 






12. Taking part In PTA meetings. 


2.966 


1.107 






3.322 


.974 


5 




3.449 


.857 


4 




3.376 


.915 






13. Plannina thp srhnnl htirlnpf- 


C.D13 


1.215 




5 


1.762 


1.098 






1.770 


1.090 




5 


1.779 


1.088 




4 


14. Helping to plan what will be taught 
in the school. 


2.000 


1.204 




4 


1.524 


.936 




2 


1.550 


.920 




4 


1.824 


1.130 




5 


15. Helping children learn with materials 
at home, for example, games, 
magazines, books, etc. 


3.139 


.984 


5 




3.222 


.942 






3.413 


.856 


5 




3.458 


.838 


4 




16. Taking children to places of 
Interest, for example, museums, 
libraries, art galleries, etc. 


2.931 


1.054 






3.036 


.964 






3.259 


.890 






3.352 


.876 






17. Working to Improve the schools 
through community groups Mke 
neighborhood associations, church 
organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc. 


2.389 


1.215 






2.272 


1.169 




1 


2.434 


1.206 






2.562 


1.184 







c l^tl n 7 S !i 0 !! Se ! ^ ing a four -P° 1nt scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part) 
~ Substandard deviation 

d For Rank, TPM=take oart most, TPL=take part least 
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Mean Response and 



Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared by Education Level 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



18. Helping decide how well school 
programs work (like Title I, Follow 
Through, ESAA, etc.) 

19. Working as part time paid staff, for 
example, assistant teacher, room 
clerk, nurse, health aide, etc. 

20. Helping to decide how well teachers 
and principals do their jobs. 

21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and 
principals. 

22. Going to parent/teacher conferences 
about your child's progress. 

23. Giving ideas to the school board or 
school administration for making 
changes. 

24. Going to meeting of the school board. 



Less Than 
High 
School 
Diploma 
(N=364) 



2.29 



1.891 



1.954 



1.773 



3.305 



2.033 



2.167 



Rank d 



TPM TPL 



1.203 



1.204 



1.204 



1.171 



.902 



1.224 



.205 



High 
School 
Diploma 
(N=861) 



X*> 



1.839 



1.555 



1.541 



1.304 



3.521 



.898 



.957 



1 



SD C 



1.077 



1.033 



.934 



.779 



.786 



1.077 



1.126 



Rank d 



TPM TPL 



College Courses 
or 

Baccalaureate 
Degree 
(N=1467) 



X° 



1.717 



1.478 



1.486 



1.222 



3.656 



2.102 



.966 



j* N=Number of respondents 

c SD^tanS^iaUoS 9 ' ^ ° f 1 (never take " art > to 4 ^ take part) 

d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 



SDC 



Rank d 



TPM 



1.011 



.975 



.884 



.658 



.701 



1.116 



1.091 



TPL 



Graduate 
Courses or 
Graduate 
Degree 
(N=348) 



Xb 



1.925 

1.462 

1.674 
1.333 
3.595 
2.301 

2.231 



SD C 



1.138 
.979 

1.058 
.769 
.746 

1.117 

1.121 



Rank d 



TPM TPL 



9 
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fable 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Suggestions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Educational Level 



Suggestions 
(Total N=31C3)a 



1. Sending more Information to parents 
about ways they could be Involved. 

2. Making parents feel more welcome In 
the school. 

3. Helping parents to better understand 
the subjects being taught. 

Having Informal meetings or 
activities where prents and school 
staff can get to know each other 
better. 

5. Asking parents in what ways they 
would like to be Involved. 

6. Giving parents activities they can do 
at home with their ch'/ldren. 

7. Helping students understand that 
having their parents involved is 
important. 

Giving parents more' information about 
children's success in school. 

9. Planning more school activities at 
times when wor ing parents can come. 

0. Having more activities which include 
children, parents and teachers. 



Less Than 
High 
School 
Diploma 
(N=364) 



4.303 
4.414 
4.340 
4.295 

4.265 



4.235 



4.412 

4.472 
4.344 
4.377 



SD C 



.789 
.710 
.707 
.807 

.801 
.842 
.706 

.707 
.810 
.724 



Rank 



9 
10 

3 

1 

5 
4 



High 
School 
Diploma 
(N=861) 



4.174 
4.419 
4.327 
4.240 

4.248 
4.101 
4.305 

4.435 
4.297 
4.316 



SD C 



.756 
.673 
.664 
.810 

.719 
.863 
.759 

.673 
.800 
.748 



Rank 



9 
2 



7 
10 
5 

1 
6 
4 



College Courses 
or 

Baccalaureate 
Degree 
(N=1467) 



4.135 
4.330 
4.256 
4.210 

4.183 
4.046 
4.228 

4.341 
4.217 
4.269 



SDC 



.756 
.713 
.721 
.783 

.796 
.865 
.790 

.708 
.827 
.751 



Rank 



8 
10 
5 

1 

6 
3 



jj N=Number of respondents 

c ISnSfrnevial^n 9 " 1Ca,e ° f 1 < def1nit ^ -ot work) to 5 (definitely would work) 
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Graduate 
Courses or 
Graduate 
Degree 
(N=348) 



Xb 



SDC 



133 
375 
158 
141 



228 
049 
.246 

397 
199 
205 



.775 
.699 
.779 
.836 

.789 
.867 
.799 

.665 
.815 
.803 
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Parents Become Less involved 





Doyenne 

(Total N=3103)a 


J 
E 

( 


•ss Thar 

m nh 
n i yn 

ichoo! 

Uploma 

N=364) 


l 


High 
School 
Diploma 
(N=861) 


College Courses 
or 

Baccalaureate 
Degree 
(N=1467) 


Graduate 
Courses or 

Graduate 
Degree 
(N=348) 


1 ] 






SDC 


Rank 


Xb 




r\a 1 1 


A 


cnc 


Rank 


vh 
X D 


SD C 


Rank 


I * 


parents may not understand some of 
the courses taken 1n high school. 


3.276 


.686 


1 


3.087 


.703 


l 


2.957 


.735 


1 


2.919 


.828 


2 


2. 


The schools are too far away. 


2.484 


.838 


10 


2.105 


.745 


9 


2.023 


.697 


10 


2.122 


.785 


10 


3. 


There are too many teachers to talk 
to. 


2.503 


.892 


q 


2.210 


.719 


8 


2.155 


.717 


9 


2.216 


.740 


9 


4. 


Teachers don't ask parents to be 
involved in school as much. 


2.876 


.859 


3 


2.924 


.795 


2 


2.938 


.753 


2 


3.018 


.764 


1 


5. 


Parents do not have time to be 
involved in school activities and 
work at the same time. 


3.000 


.891 


2 


2.358 


.833 


7 


2.325 


.794 


8 


2.350 


.835 


8 


6. 


Children do not want their parents 
involved when they get to high 
school . 


2.770 


.864 


7 


2.616 


.850 


5 


9 filft 




c 
O 


2.683 


.859 


5 


7. 


Parents can't leave smaller children 
alone at home. 


2.861 


.899 


4 


2.541 


.814 


6 


2.409 


.779 


7 


2.405 


.770 


7 


8. 


There are not as many parent/teacher 
conferences. 


2.848 


874 


c 


2.853 


.758 


3 


2.811 


.729 


4 


2.769 


.765 


4 


9. 


There are not as many PTA activities 
for high school parents. 


2.820 


.873 


6 


2.853 


.796 


3 


2.819 


.788 


3 


2.823 


.767 


3 


10. 

3 jh 


iiiyn ^iuuui \)\ incipais oo not 
encourage parent involvement in 
the school . 

lumber of respondents 


2.748 


.936 


8 


2.721 


.845 


4 


2.622 


.825 


5 


2.627 


.841 


6 
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SD=Standard deviation 
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SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES 
COMPARED BY MARITAL STATUS (PERCENT) 



29U 



Table 



Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements 
about Parent Involvement Compared by Marital Status 







Single Parent 
(N=473) 


Married Living with Spouse 
(N=2516) 




(Total N=3103) a 


Frequency of 
Agreement** 


Adjusted 
Frequency 


Rank<* 


Frequency of 
Agreement 0 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Per- 
cent ) c 


Rankd 








(Per- 
cent) 0 


SAM 


SDM 




SAM 


SDM 


1. 


Teachers should give me Ideas about helping my 
children with homework. 


473 


96.1 


3 




2409 


96.3 


4 




2. 


Teachers should be In charge of getting parents 
Involved m the school. 


313 


64.1 






1101 


44.3 




5 


3. 


Teachers have enough to do without also having to 
work with parents. 


207 


42.2 




4 


614 


24.4 




3 


4. 


Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 


16? 

JvC 


7R 1 






1779 


72.1 






5. 


Principals should be In charge of getting parents 
involved In the school. 


340 


70.5 






1431 


58.4 






6. 


I want teachers to send more Information home about 
classroom learning activities. 


463 


95.1 






2313 


93.4 






7. 


I usually feel at ease when I visit the school. 


435 


89.5 






2280 


91.5 






8. 


I have a hard time teaching some skills to my 
children like reading, math, and writing. 


OOI 


57.7 




5 


1199 


48.1 






9. 


I do not have enough training to help make school 

Hor i c { nnc 

ocl 1 5 iuns # 


204 


41.6 




3 


792 


32.1 




4 


10. 
a N=Nt 


I should make sure that my children do their 
homework. 

jmber of resnnndpnfc 


475 


96.5 


2 




2442 


97.6 


3 





CAdju ted Freauencv - T h ; nlllTnt ° X P > igre ,V ng or strong1 * agreein 9 with the statement. 
^liulrtl^Sr^glT^ 1 PaPentS reSPOnd1n9 faV0Pab1y t0 tHe 1ndiVidUa1 Statement * ith 

missing data excluded In 

For Rank, SAM=Strong1y Agree Most and S0M=Strong1y Disagree Most. 
e Item included in 1985 survey only. 
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Table 



Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements 
about Parent Involvement Compared by Marital Status 



Statements 
(Total N=3103) a 



11. Working parents do not have time to be Involved in 
school activities. e 

12. I would help my children more with homework 1f I 
knew what to do. 

13. 1 should have the final word In decisions about my 
children's education. 

14. I cooperate with my children's teachers. e 

15. I should be responsible for getting more Involved 1n 
my children's school. 

6. I want to spend time helping my children get the best 
education. 6 

7. I have little to do with my children's success In 
school . 

8. Parents should take part more in school decisions. 6 

9. School districts should make rules for Involving 
parents. e 

20. I should help evaluate my children's teachers and 
principal. 6 



Single Parent 
(N=473) 



Frequency of 
Agreement 0 



fN=Number of respondents. 
b F 



129 

383 

365 

307 
466 

310 

122 

295 
242 

237 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Per- 
cent ) c 



41.1 

79.0 

75.4 

99.4 
95.3 

99.4 

24.9 

95.2 
78.3 

77.2 



Rank d 



SAM 



SDM 



Married Living with Spouse 
(N=2516) 



Frequency o 
Agreement 0 



159 

1840 

1686 

651 
2380 

666 

187 

611 
440 

451 



CAoSo^re^u1^r- n Th: ItclTlf ° f agreeing ° r stron ^ aqreeinq ""h the statement. 

cZlSlatlS: ^ the oerc^nfLf ° f Par6ntS res P ondinq '"Drably to the Individual statement wU 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Per- 
cent) c 



23.8 

75.2 

69.2 

97.9 
95.9 

99.3 

7.5 

92.4 
66.4 

69.0 



Rank 0 " 



SAM 



SDM 



ing the percentage. 
"For Rank, SAM=Strongly Agree Most and SDM=Strongly Disagree Most. 
e Item Included in 1985 survey only 
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th missing data excluded in 

294 



Table 



Frequency and Rank Order of Interest In Decisions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Marital Status 



Decisions 
(Total N=3103) a 



1. Amount of homework assigned. 

2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 

3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning 
materials. 

4. Placing my children In Special Education. 

5. Evaluating how well my children are learning. 

6. Hiring principal and teachers. 

7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do 
their job. 

8. Deciding what's most Important for the school budget 

9. Firing principal and teachers. 

0. Having more multicultural/bilingual education In the 
school . 

1. Making school desegregation plans. 

2. Setting school behavior rules. 

3. Setting school rules for grading and passing 
children. d v * 

4. Helping the school decide what to teach and how.d 



Single Parent 
(N=473) 



Frequency of 
Interest 0 



412 
420 
352 

369 
424 
267 
386 

316 
225 
330 

329 
408 
253 

199 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



84.3 
85.7 
71.4 

75.5 
86.5 
55.2 
78.1 

64.6 
45.6 
67.1 

67.4 
83.3 
81.4 

63.8 



Rank 



3 
2 
8 

7 
1 

13 
6 

11 
14 
10 

9 
4 
5 

12 



Married Living with Spouse 
(N=2516) 



Frequency of 
Interest 0 



1978 
2055 
1749 

1727 
2022 
1207 
1773 

1628 
1077 
1347 

1482 
2011 
471 

357 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



79.2 
82.7 
70.1 

69.4 
81.3 
48.5 
71.1 

65.4 
43.2 
54.1 

60.5 
81.1 
70.3 

53.3 



^Number of parents responding to Individual Item. 

c Kffi5^ interested or definitely Interested 1n the decision, 

calculating the percentage? P responding favorably to the individual decision with missing data excluded in 

d Item included in 1985 survey only. • 
O once J y ' 

ERIC 
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Table 



Frequency and Rank Order of Interest In Parent Involvement 
Compared by Marital Status 



Roles 



Roles 
(Total N=3103)a 



Paid School staff - work In the school as an aide, 
parent educator, assistant teacher, assistant 
librarian, or other jobs. 

School Program Supporter - coming to the school to 
assist in events; for example, chaperoning a party 
or field trip, taking tickets at a fund-raising 
dinner, or such activities. 

Home Tutor - helping your children at home with 
school work or other educational activities. 

Audience - supporting your child In school, for 
example, by going to school performances, baking for 
bake sales, responding to notices from the school, 
etc. 



5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other 
officlaTs to ask for changes In rules or practices 
In the school or school system. 

6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with 
teachers and principals where everyone learns m 
about children and education. 



1. 



2. 



3. 



4. 



more 



7. Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a 
school committee, or govarnlng board; or by giving 
your opinions to these boards or committees. 



Single Parent 
(N=473) 



Frequency of 
Interest 1 * 



336 
435 

442 
454 

359 
417 
356 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



67.9 
88.1 

89.8 
91.7 

72.5 
84.6 
72.2 



Rank 



jjN=Number of parents responding to Individual Item. 

CA^ste^ par ! ntS Pr ° b 25 ly interested <^ definitely Interested 

calculating ?h! i percentage? ° P3rentS resp0ndin 9 favorabl * to the Individual role wi 



Married Living with Spouse 
(N=2516) 



Frequency of 
Interest 15 



1434 



2248 



2274 



2405 



1966 



1977 



1873 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



57.9 



90.5 



91.6 



96.8 



78.8 



79.0 



75.0 



in the role, 
th missing data excluded in 
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Table 



Frequency and Rank Order of Participation 
In Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared by Marital Status 



Activities 
(Totai N=3103)a 



2 
4 
1 



1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, 201 
teacher, librarian, teacher aide, cafeteria h^lD. 
etc. " y 

I. Helping children with homework. 42i 

3. Visiting the school to see what Is happening. 427 

4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 454 

5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach 243 
your children at home. 

6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, 341 
pot-luck suppers, fund raising, etc. 

7. Helping teachers with ckssroom learning activities, 207 
for example, story telling, reading, math games, 
etc. 

8. Helping In the school, for example, the library, 190 
reading center, playground, lunchroom, nurse's 
office, etc. 

9. Going with children and teachers on school field 
trips or picnics, or to parties. 

0. Going to workshops or other such educational 
activities for parents at the school. 

j>N=Number of parents responding to Individual Item. 

CAdlusteS^^^ T b6r °* f Pr °t ab1y tak1n9 P art in Cities sometimes or often, 

calculating the percentage? ^ * t3k1ng P3Pt 1n the indiv1dua ' act *v1ty with miss Ing data excluded In 

^For Rank, TPM=Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part least. 
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Single Parent 
(N=473) 



Frequency of 
Partlclpa- 
t1on b 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



46.5 

91.1 
88.0 
91.9 
63.4 

72.4 

46.7 

41.9 



Rank d 



TPM 



TPL 



Married Living with Spouse 
(N=2516) 



Frequency of 
Pa rtlclpa- 
t1on b 



615 

2192 
2279 
2401 
868 

2008 

960 

1004 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



27.4 

92.1 
92.1 
96.9 
55.3 

82.5 

44.0 

44.0 



Table 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



Frequency and Rank Order of Participation 
In Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared by Marital Status 



Single Parent- 
(N=473) 



11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 

12. Taking part In PTA meetings. 

13. Planning the school budget. 

14. Helping to plan what will be taught In school. 

15. Helplr.g children learn with materials at home, for 
example, games, magazines, books, etc. 

16. Taking children to places of Interest, for example, 
museums, libraries, art galleries, etc. . 

7. Working to Improve the schools through community 
groups like neighborhood associations, church 
organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc. 

8. Helping decide how well school programs work (like 
Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.) 

9. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assls- 
tant teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc. 

20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals 
do their jobs. 

21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals. 



Frequency of 
Partlclpa 
t1on b 

210 
365 
142 
149 
411 

364 

234 

188 
139 
164 
107 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 

45.3 

74.6 

33.0 

35.7 

85.8 

77.0 

53.3 

44.4 
33.4 
40.9 
27.3 



Rank<* 



TPM 



TPL 



Married Living with Spouse 
(N=2516) 



Frequency of 
Partlclpa 
tion b 

1255 

2076 

573 

372 

2064 

2008 

1083 

531 
373 
319 
146 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 0 

53.4 

84.1 

26.0 

18.0 

85.3 

82.4 

48.0 

24.8 
16.7 
15.4 
7.3 



^Number of parents responding to individual Item. 

cJS^^IqSwiTO^ci;; oTpa'r'entVt'a^o Kft^h^ W !" ^V tin SOmet1meS or often « 
calculating the percentage P 9 PaPt 1n the ind1vidual activity with missing data excluded in 

d For Rank, TPM=Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least. 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation 
In Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared by Marital Status 



Activities 
(Total N=3103) a 



Single Parent 
(N=473) 



Frequency of 
Participa- 
tion 1 * 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Psrcent) c 



Rank<* 



TPM TPL 



Harried Living with Spouse 
(N=2516) 



Frequency of 
Participa- 
tion 1 * 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



Rankd 



TPM TPL 



22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your 
child's progress. 

23. Giving Ideas to the school board or school admlnls- 
tratlon for making changes. 

24. Going to meeting of the school board. 



434 



173 



197 



89.5 



39.1 



42.7 



2249 



872 



802 



91.8 



37.1 



33.1 



«N=Number of parents responding to Individual Item. 

cK?^ T b6r °* f P l r ll tS taMng Part 1n ac "v1t1es sometimes or often. 

wlSmin^^ItJgr^^ PaPe taMng PaPt 1n 1nd1VldUa1 3Ct1v1ty w1th m1ss1ng data excluded 1n 



calculating the percentage. 
°For Rank, TPH=Take Part Host and TPL=Take Part Least. 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Suggestions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Marital Status 



Suggestions 

\ 1 Ota 1 ri-olUo J a 


Single Parsnt 
(N=473) 


Ma rr{ oH 


Living with Spouse 
(N=2516) 


Frequency of 
Agreement' 5 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 


Rank 


Frequency of 
Agreement** 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 


Rank 


1. Sending more Information to parents about ways they 
could be Involvpd 


AAQ 


91.1 


7 


2211 


88.7 


4 


2. Making parents feel more welcome 1n thr -chool. 


468 


94.5 


2 


2276 


91.5 


2 


3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects 
being taught. 


463 


93.5 


4 


2219 


89.4 


3 


4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents 
and school staff can get to know each other better. 


441 


89.5 


8 


2154 


86.6 


9 


5. Asking parents In what ways they would like to be 
Involved. 


432 


87.8 


10 


2198 


88.6 


5 


6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with 
their children. 


440 


89.4 


9 


2000 


80.5 


10 


7. Helping students understand that having their 
parents Involved 1s Important. 


455 


92.1 


5 


2187 


87.9 


7 


8. Giving parents more Information about children's 
success In school . 


473 


95.7 


1 


2296 


92.2 


1 


9. Planning more school activities at times when 
working parents can come. 


463 


93.7 


3 


2166 


87.0 


8 


10. Having more activities which Include children 
parents and teachers. ' 

J N=Number of parents respondlna to Individual it om 


453 


91.7 


6 


2201 


88.4 


6 



calculating the percentage: * respnno.ng ra.nrabl, tn the individual decision with mi ssing data excluded in 
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Table 



Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents 
Become Less Involved at High School 
Compared by Marital Status 



Reasons 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken 
1n high school. 

2. The schools are too far away. 

3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 

4. Teachers don't ask parents to be Involved 1n school 
as much. 

5. Parents do not have time to be Involved In school 
activities and work at the same time. 

6. Children do not want their parents Involved when 
they get to high school. 

7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 

8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 

9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school 
parents. 

0. High school principals do not encourage parent 
Involvement In the school. 



Single Parent 
(N=473) 



Frequency of 
Agreement 0 



421 

135 
177 
324 

259 

282 

309 
313 
313 

274 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



87.5 

28.8 
37.3 
69.1 

54.5 

60.0 

66.3 
67.9 

68.2 
59.3 



Rank 



1 

10 
9 
2 

8 

6 

5 
4 

3 



Married Living with Spouse 
(N=2516) 



Frequency of 
Agreement^ 



1945 

485 
685 
1856 

982 

1393 

1077 
1649 
1602 

1286 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



80.1 

20.0 
28.4 
77.4 

40.7 

58.2 

45.0 
70.5 
68.9 

56.4 



j>N=Number of parents responding to Individual Item. 

CA F dl2s?e7FrLJenT- n L = 2* SfS ° f T"' 5 ° P Str0ng1 * ** ree ^ w1th the r *ason. 

calculaUng i percent^'? Pare " tS reSP ° nd * n9 faV ° Pably t0 the 1ndiv1dua1 dec1s1on w1th data excluded In 



ERIC 



307 



308 



K 



SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES 
COMPARED BY MARITAL STATUS (MEANS) 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Marital Status 





Statements 
(Total N=3103)a 


Single 
Parent 
(N=498) 


Married Living 
with Spouse 
(N=2576) 








SDC 


Rankd 


X» 


SD C 


Rank d 






SAM 


SDM 




SAM 


SDM 


1 


jeacners snouia give me Ideas about helping my children with homework. 


3.455 


.612 


4 




3.427 


.588 


4 




9 

c • 


leacners should be In charge of getting parents Involved In the school. 


2.840 


.830 






2.451 


.769 






3. 


Teachers have enough to do without also having to work with parents. 


2.371 


.923 




4 




7Q1 




3 


4. 


Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 


2.983 


.795 






2.855 


.735 






5. 


Principals should be In charge of getting parents Involved In the school. 


2.871 


.771 






2.646 


.762 






6. 


I want teachers to send more information home about classroom learning 
activities. * 


3.372 


.605 






3.283 


.598 






7. 


I usually feel at ease when I visit the school. 


3.212 


.684 






3.284 


.676 






8. 


and a writlUg rd time teaCh1n9 SOme Ski11s to my cn11dren We reading, math, 


2.669 


.909 




5 


2.450 


.822 




5 


9. 


I do not have enough training to help make school decisions. 


2.337 


.908 




3 


2.182 


.784 




4 


10. 


I should make sure that my children do their homework. 


3.646 


.596 


2 




3.632 


.553 


2 




11. 


Working parents do not have time to be Involved In school actlvltles.e 


2.331 


.938 




2 


2.037 


.759 




2 


a„ = 


Number of respondents " 



















c SO-Standard deviation '""'-^ sca,e 0T 1 < stron ^ <"™- 

e ^ P Ra , nk i J^Strongly agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most 
e Item Included In 1985 survey only 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Marital Status 



Statements 

( Tn f a 1 N— 0 1 no \ <1 

liotdi n=oluoJ a 


Single 
Parent 
(N=498) 


Married Living 
with Spouse 
(N=2576) 




X 


SD 


Rank 


X 


SD 


Rank 






SAM 


SDM 




SAM 


SDM 


12. ! would help my children more with homework 1f I knew what to do. 


3.025 


.823 






2.884 


.759 






13. I should have the final word 1n decisions about my children's education. 


3.014 


.805 






2.889 


.813 






14. I cooperate with my children's teachers. e 


3.560 


.510 


3 




3.546 


.571 


3 




15. I should be responsible for getting more Involved 1n my children's school. 


3.395 


.612 






3.415 


.586 


5 




16. I want to spend time helping my children get the best educations 


3.702 


.472 


1 




3.700 


.487 


1 




17. I have little to do with my children's success 1n school. 


1.861 


.956 




1 


1.546 


.719 




1 


18. Parents should take part more 1n school decisions. e 


3.403 


.582 


5 




3.280 


.643 






19. School districts should make rules for Involving parents. e 


3.019 


.797 






2.786 


.849 






20. I should helD evalnafp mv rh<irfran'p <-«-... . . . _ 

ncip evdiudie my cniicren s teachers and principal. e 

1 N-Number of respondents 


3.046 


.866 






2.836 


.869 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest In Decisions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Marital Status 





Decisions 
(Total N=3103) a 


Single 
Parent 
(N=498) 


Harried Living 
with Spouse 
(N=2516) 






X» 


SDC 


Rank 


Xb 


I SDC 


Rank 


1. 


rw»uuiiu ui HUlllcwtll K abblGneO. 


4.288 


.871 


3 


4.167 


1.013 


3 


2. 


v."uuj mi) L.abbiu'nn ajscipiine metnods. 


4.390 


.901 


2 


4.255 


.994 


1 


3. 


ocictimy bi.nuui cexcoooKs ana other learning materials. 


3.935 


1.004 


8 


3.915 


1.106 


6 


4. 


PladnQ HIV rhlldrpn in Cnor !al C«fii» st 4 n« 
■ iiij v,ui iui cm in opcLiai tQUC3tl0n. 


4.063 


1.139 


7 


3.983 


1.181 


5 


5. 


EvaluatlnO how WPlI mv rh-Mrfron 3rn t n i nn | nn 

uiuiuuvuiy nun wcii iiiy LHiiarcii are learning. 


4.416 


.887 


1 


4.226 


.998 


2 


6. 


Hirina Drlnclnal and toarhorc 


3.463 


1.260 


13 


3.319 


1.341 


13 


7. 


tValliatinG hnw Wfpll nrfnrlnslc « n/ i i- n i ,~ u n _ j . . • . . 

u.uiuauni) iiuw weii principals and teachers do their job. 


4.073 


1.059 


6 


3.907 


1.172 


7 


8. 


DeCidinQ what'^ mnct imnnrf anf fnr. _ _ l . , . . 

uct " "3 wnai. b raubt important ror the school budget. 


3.779 


1.127 


10 


3.745 


1.153 


9 


9. 


Firino nrinrlnal anr) f oirhnrr 
i ii my yi i mi, i pa i ailO tcacners. 


3.241 


1.315 


14 


3.175 


1.364 


14 


10. 


Havino more mllltli'iilfriiral /hltlnmul i . i „ • , 

mui ticuiturai/Di lingual education in the school. 


3.823 


1.227 


9 


3.463 


1.296 


12 


11. 


Making school desegregation plans. 


3.766 


1.244 


11 


3.590 


1.339 


10 


12. 


Setting school behavior rules. 


4.235 


.929 


4 


4.101 


1.046 


4 


13. 


Setting school rules for grading and passing children. d 


4.042 


1.001 


5 


3.861 


1.231 


8 


14. 

1 N=f 


Helping the school decide what U teach and how.d 

lumber of respondents L 


3.756 


1.239 


12 


3.481 


1.314 


11 



c snSaUrST:;.,!^ 9 ' f,,C - P ° ,nt SC5 ' e ° f 1 (*"■«•>» not interested) to 5 (definitely Interested) 
d Item included In 1985 survey only 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest In Parent Involvement Roles 

Compared by Harltal Status 



Roles 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Paid School Staff - work In the school as an aide, parent educator 
assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other jobs. 

2 - School prog ram Supporter - coming to the school to assist In events- for 
example, chaperoning a party or field trip, taking tickets at a fund-ralsinq 
dinner, or such activities. y 

3. Home Tut or - helping your children et home with school work or other educa- 
tional activities. 

4. Audience - supporting your child in school, for example, by going to school 
performances, baking for bake sales, responding to notices from the school, 

5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials to ask for changes 
in rules or practices In the school or school system. 

6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers and principals 
where everyone learns more about children and education. 

7. Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a school committee, or govern- 
ing board; or by giving your opinions to these boards or committees. 



Single 
Parent 
(N-4980 



3.705 
4.291 

4.482 
4.495 

4.022 
4.229 
3.986 



jj ji=Number of respondents 

c sD^s 0 ;::;,"™ 9 a four - po,nt sca,e of 1 <"•■»'»> * * <»*"»»■* ^ 

d For Rank, SAH=strong1y avjree most, SDH=strong1y disagree most 



SDC 



1.320 
.910 

.908 
.758 

1.084 
.945 
1.125 



Rank 



2 
1 

5 
4 
6 



Harried Living 
with Spouse 
(N-2516) 



5.430 
4.447 

4.555 
4.749 

4.150 
4.107 
4.032 



SD C 



1.462 
.885 

.812 
.580 

1.026 
1.062 
1.119 



Rank 



2 
1 



5 
6 



ERIC 



316 



317 



Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Marital Status 





Activities 


Single 
Pa rent 
(N=498) 


Married Living 
with Spouse 
(N=2516) 




(Total N=3103)a 


X° 


SDC 


Rank d 


X*> 


SDC 


Rankd 






TPM 


TPL 




TPM 


TPL 


1. 


Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, librarian, teacher 
aide, cafeteria help, etc. 


2.183 


1.230 






1.760 


1.169 




5 


2. 


Helping children with homework. 


3.517 


.803 


1 




3.575 


.759 


3 




3. 


Visiting the school to see what 1s happening. 


3.363 


.744 


A 




3.513 


.688 


M 

4 




4. 


Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 


3.451 




2 






.oil 


1 




5. 


Going to classes at the school which help you teach your children at home 


2.653 


1.117 






2.588 


1.194 






6. 


Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund 
raising, etc. KK ' 


2.972 


1.106 






3.332 


.968 






7. 


Helping teachers with classroom learning activities, for example, story 
telling, reading, math games, etc. y 


2.275 


1.183 






2.289 


1.184 






8. 


Helping in the school, for example, the library, reading center, playground 
lunchroom, nurse's office, etc. yiaygrouno, 


2.185 


1.233 






2.272 


1.226 






9. 


Going with children and teachers on school field trips or picnics, or to 


2.567 


1.130 






2.965 


1.123 






10. 

3 N=f 


school t0 W ° rkSh0pS ° r other such educational activities for parents at the 
Jumber of rpsnnnHonfc 


2.645 


1.232 


J- 




2.597 


1.184 







c SD^a n nSrr§ 0 aevl'a;ion g " 1Ca,e ° f 1 (never take part > to 4 <"«en take part) 

d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 
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Table 

Hean Response and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Marital Status 



Activities 


Single 
Parent 
(N=498) 


Married Living 
with Spouse 
(N=2516) 


(Total N=3103)3 




SD C 


Rank** 




SD C 


Rankd 




TPH 


TPL 


TPM 


TPL 


11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 


2.233 


1.204 






2.509 


1.222 






12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 


J.Uoo 


1.U43 






1 A no 

3.402 


.908 


5 




13. Planning the school budget. 


1.893 


1.131 




2 


1.773 


1.103 






14. Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. 


1.990 


1.238 




4 


1.547 


.924 




4 


15. Helping children learn with materials at home, for example, games, 
magazines, books, etc. 




on i 

.891 


5 




3.339 


.905 






16. Taking children to places of interest, for example, museums, libraries, art 
galleries, etc. 


3.091 


t n * A 

1.014 






3.178 


.928 






17- Working to improve the schools through community groups like neighborhood 
associations, church organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc. 


1 AAA 

2.444 


« oni 

1.203 






2.381 


1.196 






18. Helping decide how well school programs work (like Title I, Follow Through, 
ESAA, etc.) 


2.201 


1.178 






1.769 


1.049 






19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant teacher, room clerk, 
nurse, health aide, etc. 


1.940 


1.247 




3 


1.468 


.963 




2 


20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs. 

a W-MtimKftr nf A. 4.- 


2.062 


1.168 




5 1 


1.481 


.897 




3 



_„ „. , c,, v „ u ,;„„a 

r ^ an res P° nse » usin 9 a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part) 
c SD=Standard deviation 

d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Mar1t*< Status 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals. 

22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's progress. 

23. Givng ideas to the school board or school administration for making changes. 

24. Going to meeting of the school board. 



Single 
Parent 
(N=498) 



Xb 



1.776 
3.433 
2.120 
2.156 



SDC 



Rank<* 



1.186 
.767 
1.210 
1.148 



TPM 



TPL 



Married Living 
with Spouse 
(N=2516) 



1.232 
3.595 
2.043 
1.986 



SDC 



.663 
.764 
1.106 
1.115 



Rank d 



TPM 



TPL 



■ N=Number of respondents 

c ^SSTMIS' 3 f ° Ur - POlnt SCa ' C ° f 1 ( " e,er takB Part > t0 4 <°" e « "» P-rt) 



SD=Standard deviation 
d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Suggestions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Marital Status 



Suggestions 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Sending more Information to parents about ways they could be Involved. 

2. Making parents feel more welcome 1n the school. 

3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects being taught. 

4. Having Informal meetings or activities where parents and school staff can 
get to know each other better. 

5. Asking parents 1n what ways they would like to be involved. 

6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with their children. 

7. Helping students understand that having their parents Involved 1s Important. 

8. Giving parents more Information about children's success 1n school. 

9. Planning more school activities at times when working parents can come. 

10. Having more activities which include children, parents and teachers. 



a N=Number of respondents 
b y= 

c 



Single 
Pa rent 


Married Living 
with Spouse 


X° 


SD C 


Rank 


X° 


SDC 


Rank 


4.252 


.734 


10 


4.148 


.770 


8 


4.49g 


.636 


2 


4.342 


.711 


2 


4.414 


.630 


5 


4.244 


.726 


5 


4.365 


.765 


7 


4.192 


.803 


9 


4.262 


.746 


9 


4.204 


.782 


7 


4.317 


.769 


8 


4.038 


.874 


10 


4.38g 


.750 


6 


4.250 


.779 


4 


4.536 


.629 


1 


4.359 


.705 


1 


4.427 


.736 


3 


4.219 


.828 


6 


4.425 


.705 


4 


4.260 


.762 


3 



ERIC 



324 



325 



Table 




Reasons 
(Total N=3l03) a 

1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken 1n high school. 

2. The schools are too far away. 

3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 

4. Teachers don't ask parents to be Involved 1n school as much. 

Parents do not have time to be Involved 1n school activities and work at the 
same time. 

6. Children do not want their parents Involved when they get to high school. 

7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 

8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 

9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school parents. 
0. High school principals do not encourage parent Involvement 1n the school. 



j 5 N=Number of respondents 
b 



X° 
3.249 
2.252 
2.219 
2.889 
2.560 

2.730 
2.762 
2.785 
2.869 
2.673 



SD C 
.756 
.793 
.851 
.887 
.880 

.949 
.881 
.785 
.867 
.888 



Rank 

1 
10 

9 

2 

8 

6 



Harried Living 
with Spouse 



2.892 
2.081 
2.195 
2.943 
2.349 

2.628 
2.443 
2.825 
2.821 
2.662 



SD C 
.730 
.741 
.728 
.759 
.817 

.830 
.794 
.755 
.784 
.840 



Rank 
2 

10 
9 
1 
8 

6 
7 
3 
4 
5 



SoSSZiaS! 9 9 f0Ur - P ° int ° f 1 (Str ° ngly dfsa * ree > t0 « (strongly agree, 
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Table 

Nean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement 
Compared by Family Work Status 



Statements 
(Total N=3103)a 



Father Works Full 
Time, Mother Not 
Empl oyed 
(N=834) 



X° 



SD C 



Rank d 



SAM 



.613 



.745 



SDM 



Single Parent 
Working Full Time 
(N=355) 



X° 



3.000 
2.902 

3.353 



ERIC 



1. Teachers should give me Ideas about helping my children 
with homework. 

2. Teachers should be In charge of getting parents 
1 Involved In the school. 

3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to work 
1 with parents. 

4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 

5. Principals should be In charge of getting parents 
1 Involved In the school. 

6. I want teachers to send more Information home about 3 306 
1 classroom learning activities. 

7. I usually feel at ease wh*~ I visit the school. 

8. I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children 
1 11«e reading, math, and writing. 

|9. I do not have enough training to help make school 2 208 

1 decision:. c.cvo 

10. I should make sure that, ty children do their homework. 

11. Working parents do not have time to be Involved In 
1 school activities. 6 

? Number of respondents 

c Su=?taX8°d1^ 3 f0Ur " P0int scaTe of 1 Strong disagree) to 4 (strongly agree) 

if f?em R ?Rc k fuJia = ?{ r ?# S u a ^ Sfy r SDM=stro "9^ disagree most 



2.334 



SD C 



.592 



.902 



Rank d 



SAM 



328 



SDM 



Two Parents 
Working Full Time 
(N=735) 



SD C 



3.244 



2.084 

3.668 
2.000 



.620 



.823 



Rank d 



SAM 



323 



SDM 
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Table 

Fre^c, M „.„* ^rttF^m with si.l«, ^.t r.reot 
Compared fly Family Work Status 



Involvement 



Statements 
(Total N=3I03)« 



L 2?;?^25; d 9,ve m * ***** "e'P«ng « children 

? * KiTimS! - be ,n char9e of 9ett,n9 parcnts •■"•»- 

3 ' Inh h Jare!l?s! W ° tt * l ° °° " ,lhDMl a,so hav,n * work 
4. Teachers need to be trained for working wHh parents. 

fn , ?he^hooK UM ^ ° f * W,B * parCntS 

6 * ;or^ir; r a S c!?v^7e?° re ,nf0 "- at,0n «»•»" 
/. I usually feel al ease when | visit the school. 

*' !lk h p V roL? d I rf feaCh,n 9 somc 5k,,,s ^ children 
like reading, math, and writing. 

9. I do not have enough training to help make school decisions. 

10. I should make sure that my children do their homework. 

SftmET 11 d ° hdVe Uwe 10 be ,nvo, ^ d "hool 



Father Works Full |lme t 
iHother Not Employed (N=834) 

[Frequency 
|of Agree 
menth 



Adjusted 
Frequenc r 
(Percent)c 



767 



97.3 

42.6 

21.3 

71.8 
S6.0 

93.5 

91.9 
4R.3 



267 


32.7 


813 


98.2 


29 


21.2 



Rank* 



SAM 



SDH 



Single 
Full 



Parent Working 
H*e (N=355) 



Frequency 
of Agree- 
ment 0 



338 

217 

152 

268 
249 

329 

311 
199 

144 

337 
93 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(^ercentjc 



96.6 

62.4 

43.2 

77.7 
71.8 

94.5 

89.1 
57.5 

41.1 

96.3 
40.1 



^N-Niimber of respondents. " 1 i i y 



Rank** 



SAM 



SOM 



Two Parents Working 
Full Time (K-735) 



Frequency 
of Agree- 
ment h 



705 

31! 

200 

510 
426 

662 

662 
324 

205 
711 
68 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 



96.2 
42.8 

27.7 

70.7 
59.6 

91.4 

91.2 
44.4 

28.2 
97.0 
22.7 



Rankd 



SAM SDH 



data excluded In calculating the percentage. 



ERLC 



331 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



332 



Table 

tO"P«re<l »y Family Mori Status 



Statements 
(Total N=3!03)» 



1?. 
I J. 

4. 

5. 

6. 



7. 
8. 
9. 
?0. 



to W do' M HPlP ^ cMWren "° re wUh "rework If f knew what 

[should have the final word In decisions about my 
children's schools, 1 

1 cooperate with my children's teachers. e 

chH£^^ c r hoS?: s,Me for 9ett,ng " ore ,nvoued ,n "*> 

P dSlon.e Pend Umf> hP,p,n9 " y cM,dren * et the best 
I have little to do with my children's success In school. 
Parents should take part more In school decisions.* 
School districts should make rules for Involving parents.e 
JrlicCl h ^ 1P eVd,Udte my ch,,dr «"'s teachers and 



father Works full Time, 
Mother Not Employed (11*83* 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment D 



629 

582 

I3S 
811 

137 

42 

126 
88 
98 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



77.7 

71.8 

98.5 
97.8 

100.0 

5.1 
95.5 
66.2 
76.0 



Rank* 



SAM 



SDM 



Single Parent Working 
Full Time (N=35S) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment b 



277 

257 

227 
34! 

229 

93 
219 
180 
174 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



79.6 

74.5 

99.6 
96.9 

99.6 

26.6 
96.1 
79.3 
76.7 



Rank* 



SAM 



SDM 



Two Parents Working 
Full Time (hW35) 



Frequency 
of Agree- 
ment 0 



508 

45! 

294 
68! 

296 

59 
273 
205 
19! 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



7!. 4 

63.2 

99.3 
94.7 

99.0 

8.2 
92.2 
68.6 
65.0 



Rank* 



SAM 



SDM 



jjN-Number of respondents. ~~ — « ■ ■ \ § p i 




334 

333 BEST COPY AVAILABI f 



Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Interest In Oeclslons About Parent Involvement 
Compared 8y Family Work Status 



Oeclslons 
(total N=3l03) a 



Amount of homework assigned. 

2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 

3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning materials. 
Placing my children In Special Education. 

5. Fvaltiatlng my child's progress. 

6. Hiring principal and teachers. 

/. Fvaluallng how well principals and teachers do their Job. 
fl. Oecldlng what's most Important for the school budget. 

9. Firing principal and teachers. 

10. Having more multicultural/bilingual education In the 
school. 

11. Making school desegregation plans. 
I?. Setting school behavior reles. 

13. Setting school rules for grading and passing children.* 
M. Helping the school .decide what to teach and how.* 



Father Works Full Time, 
Mother Hot Employed {N»834) 


j ingi 
Ful 


Frequenc) 
of Inter- 
est 0 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 


Rank 


Frequenc 

fsf 1 nt or 

est n 


655 


78\7 


3 


298 


688 


83.0 


1 


J02 


571 


68.9 


6 


251 


558 


67.6 


7 


264 


669 


80.6 


2 


305 


412 


50.0 


11 


191 


597 


79 J 


5 


274 


557 


67.5 


8 


227 


374 


45.2 


13 


167 


425 


51.8 


10 


229 


475 


58.6 


9 


245 


66! 


80.6 


2 


293 


104 


75.9 


4 


184 


64 


46.7 


12 


145 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)* 

84.7 

86.5 

71.1 

75.6 

86.9 

55.2 

77.8 

64.7 

47.4 

65.4 

70.6 
83-7 
80.0 
63.0 



Rank 

3 
2 
8 
7 
1 

13 
6 
11 
14 
10 

9 
4 

5 
12 



£N-Number of parents responding to Individual Item. — 



Two Parents Working 
Full Time (N=735) 



Frequency 
of Inter 
est b 

leT 

599 
504 
531 
596 
322 
494 
476 
284 
418 

441 

582 
203 
170 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 

79.9 

83.0 

69.3 

73.1 

82.9 

44.2 

67.8 

65.4 

39.0 

57.5 

61.8 
80.5 
6H.4 

57.2 



Rank 

4 

1 

6 
5 
2 

13 

8 

9 
14 
11 

10 

3 

7 
12 



calculating the percentage. 
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Tabic 

Frequency and Rank Order of Interest In Parent Involvement Roles 
Compared By Family Work Status 



Roles 
(Total N*3103)a 



I. Paid School Staff - work In the school as an aide, parent 
emicaior, assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other 

School Progra m Supporter - coming to the school to assist 
In evenu; for example, chaperoning a party or field trip, 
taking tickets at a fund-raising dinner, or such activities. 

3. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with school work 
or other educational activities. 

Audience - supporting your child In school, for example 
by going to sr.hol performances, baking for bake sales ' 
responding to notices from the school, etc. 

5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials to 
ask for changes In rules or practices In the school or 
school system. 

6. Co-learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers 

a ^ ,nc t f P a,s "he" everyone learns more about children 
arm education. 

; F^rrr 1 -^ " bei ? 9 °? an ^'^ * ^citoo! 

?nThIc L°^ 90Vern,n9 b0ard; " b * 9 |V| °9 your opinions 
to these boards or committees. 



Father Works Full Time, 
Hother Not Employed (N»834) 



Frequency 
of Inter 
est 0 



527 

796 

773 
811 

660 

690 

645 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)* 



84.0 

96.5 

93.7 
98.3 

79.7 

83.0 

77.7 



Rank 



Single Parent Working 
Full Time (N«355) 



Two Parents Working 
Full Time (N*735) 



Frequency 
of Inter- 
est 0 



241 

314 

312 
326 

260 

295 

262 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 1 " 



68.3 

89.0 

88.9 
92.4 

73.7 

83.8 

74.6 



Rank 



Frequency 
of Inter 
est 0 



373 

617 

652 
688 

566 

560 

530 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)* 



52.0 

85.7 

90.6 
95.6 

77.9 

76.9 

72.7 



jjN-Numher of parents responding to Individual Item " 4 1 1 L 1 L | 

<"J& Interested or definitely Interested in the role. 

atlnq the pe.centaje. * '"dividual role with missing data excluded In calculating the percentage. 



Rank 



9 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involved Activities 
Compared By Family Work status 



Activities 
(Total N*3!03) a 



Father Works Full Time, 
Mother Not Employed (N«834) 



I. Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher 
librarian, teacher aide, cafeteria help, etc. 

Helping children with homework. 

Visiting the school to see what Is happening. 

Going to M open house" or special programs at school. 

Going to classes at the school which help you teach 
yom children at home. 

Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck 
suppers, fund raising, etc. 

Helping teachers with classroom learning activities 
for example, story telling, reading, math games, etc. 

n. Helping In the school, for example, the library, reading 
renter, playground, lunchroom, nurse's office, etc. 

Going with children and teachers on school field trips 
or picnics, or to parties. 

10. Going to workshops or other such educational activities 
for parents at the school. 



Frequency 
of Partlc 
ipatlon 0 



129 

732 
794 
812 
273 

738 

368 

414 

685 

408 

487 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



17.4 

92.7 
96.0 
98.2 
60.1 

90.8 

52.7 

55.7 

64.9 

66.2 

63.0 



Rank 4 



TPM 



TPt 



Single Parent Working 
Full Time (N»355) 



Frequency 
of Pirtlc 
lpat1on b 



152 

306 
304 
326 
171 

247 

146 

137 

204 

177 

U3 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percentjc 



48.4 

91.9 
87.6 
92.4 
63.1 

72.2 

46.3 

42.0 

59.3 

58.4 

42.9 



Rank 4 



TPM 



TPt 



Two Parents Working 
Full Time (N»735) 



Frequency 
of Partlc 
lpatlon b 



243 

620 
634 

687 
256 

525 

235 

216 

36J 

300 

287 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



36.9 

90.1 
87.8 
95.3 
50.4 

74.7 

35.8 

32.0 

55.0 

49.9 

41.7 



Rank 4 



TPM 



TPL 




340 




339 



BEST COPY AVAlLABLt 



Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involved Activities 
Compared By Family Work Status 



Activities 



(Total N*3I03) a 


Frequency 
of Partic- 
ipation 0 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 


12. Taking part In PIA meetings. 


741 


90.1 


13. Planning the school budget. 


195 


26.9 


14. Helping to plan what will be taught In the school. 


80 


12.0 


IB. Helping children learn with materials at home, for 
example, games, magazines, books, etc. 


696 


86.8 


16. faking children to places of Interest, for example, 
museums, libraries, art galleries, etc. 


694 


85.7 


17. Working to Improve the schools through community groups 
like neighborhood assocf atlons, church organizations, 
IULAC, NAACP, etc. 


352 


47.0 


18. Helping decide how well school programs work (like 
Title 1, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.) 


143 


20.2 


19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant 
teacher, i oom clerk, nurse, health aide, etc. 


71 


9.6 


?0. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do 
their jobs. 


71 


10.5 


?I. Helping to Wre or fire teachers and principals. 


24 


3.6 



Father Vorks Full Time, 
Hother Hot Employed (N*834) 



Rank d 



TPM 



TPL 



Single Parent Working 
Full Time (N».\55) 



Frequency 
of Partic- 
ipation 0 


Adjusted 
Trequencj" 
(Percent) 0 


270 


77.1 


102 


32.9 


110 


36.5 


293 


85.7 


266 


78.5 



172 

138 
107 
118 
84 



54.6 

46.2 
35.2 
41.3 
30.1 



Rank d 



TPM 



TPL 



Two Parents Working 
Full Time (N-7J5) 



Frequency 
of Partlc 
lpatlon b 



566 
158 
152 
584 

556 

318 

185 
125 
113 
53 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 0 



78.4 
24.3 
25.0 
83.1 

78.4 

48.5 

29.7 
19.4 
19.2 
9.4 



„. w . tlfv:> •o^uiming lo imnviOUai lie*. 

'•""t'Ml'on • II* m»*tr ,1 p.rents prok.bl, t»kl„, plrt |„ K ,|,| t |_ ,_,.,„, „ „„„ 



Rank** 



TPM 



TPL 



342 



Table 



Frequency and ft** Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared By Family Work Status 



Activities 
(fotal N-3103)* 



??. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's 
progress. 

?3. Giving Ideas to the school board or school administration 
for malting changes. 

?4. Going to meeting of the school board. 



Father Works Full Time, 
Mother Not Employed (N*834) 



Frequency 
of Partk 
I pat Ion 0 



769 

283 
262 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Perceni) c 



93.9 
35.9 
32.4 



Rank** 



TPM 



TPL 



Single Parent Working 
Full Time (N055) 



Frequency 
of Partic- 
ipation 0 



311 
130 
145 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 



89.9 
40.5 
43.2 



J 



Rank d 



TPM 



TPl 



Two Parents Working I 
Full Time (N*/35) 



Frequency 
of Partic- 
ipation 0 



63! 
245 
225 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 0 



88.9 
36.1 
32.0 



*N=Niimber of parents responding to Individual Item* — 

"for p Mk . T p2.-. dke y Pari Z T^Take Par? leas? ,nd,V,dUa, ^ d ' l « ««"«'«' ca.culat.ng the percentage. 



Rank* 1 



TPM 



TPl 



344 
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Table 

Frequency and „.„» order of Agreejjent With Suctions About P.rent Involved 
Compared By Family Work Status 



Suggestions 
(Total NOI03)" 



I. Sending more Information to parents about ways they rmilrf 
he Involved. ' 

Making parents feel more welcome In the school. 
Kht Q PflrtntS t0 better understan <* the subjects being 

Having Informal meetings or activities where parents and 
school staff can get to know each other better. 

Asking parents In what ways they would like to be Involved. 

fifvlng parents activities they .can do at home with their 
children. 

7. Helping student understand that having their parents 
Involved Is Important. ¥ 

Giving parents more Information about children's success 
In school. 

9. Manning more school activities at times when working 
parents can come. * 

,0 * feach? r r e aCt,VU,eS wMch ,nc,wde < h "°>en, Parents and 



Father Works Full Time, 
Mother Not Employed (N=834) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment D 



74! 

m 

737 

738 

732 
653 

7!7 

760 

700 

733 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



89.3 

93.2 
89.3 

89.! 

88.7 
79.! 

86.6 

9!. 7 

84. S 

88.4 



Rank 



5 
9 

7 

2 

8 

6 



Single Parent Working 
Full Time (N=355) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
rnent 0 



1 



32g 

338 
332 

318 

305 
316 

325 

341 

335 

329 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 



92.9 

95.2 
93.5 

90.3 

86.9 
89.3 

91.8 

96.3 

94.4 

92.7 



J 



Rank 



10 

9 

7 
I 

3 
6 



^Number of parents responding to Individual Item. — ' 



Two Parents Working 
Full Time (H-735) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment b 



627 

654 
64! 

618 

643 
607 

635 

670 

650 

61! 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 



86.5 

90.6 
89.4 

85.6 

8?.! 
81.2 

88.0 

92.8 

90.0 

88.8 



Rank 



5 

!0 



calculating the percentage. 
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Table 

Frequency and R«* Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents 
Become Less Involved at High School 
Compared By Fanlty tork Status 



Reasons 
(Total N»3103) a 



I 

The schools are too far away. 
There are too Many teachers to talk to. 

1. Teachers don't ask parents to be Involved In school as 

raj/ch. 

5. Parents do not have time to be Involved In school 
activities and work at the same time. 

Children do not want their parents Involved when thev 
get to high school. J 

/. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 

n. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 

9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school 
parents. 

10. High school principals do not encourage parent involvement 
in the school. 



^H-Ntunber of parents responding to Individual Item. 

'1^^?^^*; ^cenTo? pIr?n?r!esoSnaV r W ST"*? lh « 

percent of parents responding favorably to the Individual reason with missing data excluded In calculating the percentage 



Father Works Full Time, 
Mother Hot Employed (N*834) 



Frequency 
of Agree- 
ment 6 

625 



133 
212 
640 

292 

463 

344 

528 
522 

428 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



16.5 
26.5 
80.6 

36.6 

58.1 

43.3 
68.8 
69.0 

57.5 



Rank 

T 

10 
9 
1 



7 
4 

3 

6 



Single Parent Working 
Full Time (N-355) 



Frequency 
of Agree- 
ment 6 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percentjc 


Rank 


Frequency 
of Agree- 
ment" 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 


Ran 


299 


87l 


i 


570 




r 


90 


26.9 


10 


170 


24.1 


10 


134 


39.6 


9 


210 


29.9 


9 


233 


69.6 


2 


504 


71.9 


2 


182 


53.8 


8 


311 


44.0 


8 


204 


61.1 


7 


403 


57.7 


5 


219 


65.6 


5 


343 


49.1 


7 


227 


68.6 


4 


479 


69.3 


3 


227 


69.4 


3 


459 


67.1 


4 


203 


61.9 


6 


376 


55.0 


6 










# 





Two Parents Working 
Full Time (H»735) 



348 



347 
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r 



Mean Response and Rank Order of fcreement with Statements about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Family Work Status 



Statements 
(Total N=3103)a 




12. I would help my children more with homework 1f I ki 
what to do. 

13. I should have the final word 1n decisions about my 
children's education. 

14. I cooperate with my children's teachers. 3 

15. I should be responsible for getting more Involved 1n my 
children s school. 

6. I want to spend time helping my children get the best 
education. 6 

7. I have little to do with my children's success 1n 
school. 

8. Parents should take part more In school decisions. e 

9. School districts should make rules for 1nvolv1 



parents. e 



ng 



20. I should help evaluate my children's teachers and 
principal. 6 



J Number of respondents 
S^r^L"^ 9 a four -P° 1nt "ale of 1 (strong 



Father Works Full 
Time, Mother Not 
Employed 
(N=834) 



2.942 

2.933 

3.599 
3.462 

3.774 

.496 

3.333 
.797 

.961 



SD C 

.738 

.798 

.521 
.541 

.420 

.670 

.588 
860 

833 



Rank<* 



Single Parent 
Working Full Time 
(N=355) 



3.040 

2.965 

3.575 
3.412 

3.696 

.900 

3.439 
3.026 

.035 



SD C 

.773 

.799 

.504 
.573 

.471 

.966 

.570 
.787 

907 



Rank d 



Two Parents 
Working Full Time 
(N=735) 



2.813 

2.800 

3.584 
3.394 

3.682 

.537 

3.287 
2.809 

.735 



SD C 

.822 

.843 

.520 
.611 

.501 

.731 

.623 
.859 

.896 



Rankd 



c SD=Standard deviation' ^ ° T 1 * SCr0ng disa 9 ree ) to 4 (strongly agree) 

e !?«%miff8T5l? 1 S; Ztl 9 SDM=stron ^y -^agree most 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest In Decisions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Family Work Status 



Statements 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Amount of homework assigned. 

2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 

Selecting school textbooks and other learning 
materials. 

4. Placing my children In Special Education. 

5. Evaluating how well my children are learning. 
Hiring principal and teachers. 

7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their 
job. 

8. Deciding what's most Important for the school budget. 

9. Firing principal and teachers. 

0. Having more multicultural/bilingual education In the 
school . 

1. Making school desegregation plans. 
?.. Setting school behavior rules. 

3. Setting school rules for grading and passing children. d 

4. Helping the school decide what to teach and hcw.d 

a Number of respondents 
b 



Fath« 
Time 


;r Works Full 
Mother Not 
Employed 
(N=834) 


Single Parent 
Working Full Time 
(N=355) 


Two Parents 
Working Full Time 
(N=735) 




SD C 


Rank 




SD C 


Panic 


A 


oil*" 


KanK 


4.161 


1.022 


3 


4.264 


.871 


3 




i oat 


o 


4.257 


.993 


1 


4.395 


.918 


2 


4.259 


1.028 


2 


3.929 


1.089 


8 


3.895 


1.018 


8 


3.850 


1.169 


6 


3.946 


1.174 


7 


4.037 


1.130 


5 




i i fii 

1 . lOl 


A 

*t 


4.207 


.991 


2 


4.405 


.895 


1 


4.277 


.995 


1 


3.390 


1.302 


13 


3.442 


1.234 


13 


3.199 


1.398 


13 


3.973 


1.146 


6 


4.020 


1.085 


6 


3.781 


1.238 


7 


3.817 


1.114 


9 


3.766 


1.142 


10 


3 695 


1 1 Qfi 


o 


3.282 


1.322 


14 


3.264 


1.297 


14 


3.021 


1.393 


14 


3.409 


1.274 


12 


3.783 


1.236 


12 


3.542 


1.328 


11 


3.544 


1.323 


10 


3.841 


1.198 


9 


3.613 


1.378 


10 


4.128 


1.022 


4 


4.231 


.958 


4 


4.046 


1.107 


5 


4.000 


1.169 


5 


4.013 


.987 


7 


3.754 


1.311 


8 


3.431 


1.259 


11 


3.761 


1.267 


11 


3.488 


1.348 


12 



SwSnSTM^ 3 flVe ' P ° ,nt SCS,C ° f 1 (de " nlte " "° l <*«««> t» 5 l*f1.1trt, interested) 



c SD=Standard deviation 
d Item Included In 1985 survey only 

ERIC 352 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 353 



Table 



Hean Response and Rank Order of Interest In Parent Involvement Roles 
Compared by Family Work Status 





Roles 
(Total N=3103) a 


Fa the 
Time 


r Works Full 
, Mother Not 
Employed 
(N=834) 


Single Parent 
Working Full Time 
(N=355) 


Two Parents 
Working Full Time 
(N=735) 






Xb 


SDC 


Rank 


Xb 


SDC 


Rank 


Xb 


SDC 


|Rank 


1. 


Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aIHp, 
parent educator, assistant teacher, assistant 
librarian, or other jobs. 


3.647 


1.372 


7 


3.654 


1.346 


7 

1 


3.220 


1.515 


7 


0 
c • 


School Program Supporter - coning to the school tn 
assist in events; for example, chaperoning a party or 
field trip, taking tickets at a fund-raising dinner, or 
such activities. 


4.690 


.600 


2 


4.261 


.920 


3 


4.243 


1.008 


3 


3. 


Home Tutor - helping vour children at homo w*fh 5 r hM ] 
work or other educational activities. 


4.642 


.673 


3 


4.473 


.903 


2 


4.508 


.892 


2 


A 

*t • 


Audience - supportinq vour child in crhnnl f or 
example, by going to school performances, baking for 
bake sales, responding to notices from the school, etc. 


4.846 


.461 


1 


4.479 


.769 


1 


4.668 


.646 


1 


C 

Dm 


Advocate - meetlnq with school hnarH nr nthor official" 
to ask for changes In rules or practices 1n the school 
or school system. 


4.215 


.970 


5 


4.040 


1 094 


c 


a no/i 


1 n77 
i.Uf / 


4 


6. 


Co-Learner - qolnq to rlassps nr -nrirchnpc w ^ n 
teachers and principals where everyone learns more 
about children and. education. 


4.217 


.981 


4 


4.179 


.972 


4 


4.022 


1.081 


5 


7. 


Decision Maker - belno on an ativUnry hn^M a „ cfro1 
committee, or governing board; or by giving your 
opinions to these boards or committees. 


4.118 


1.061 


6 


4.026 


1.117 


6 


3.945 


1.153 


6 


« N=NUmDer of respondents 















c ^»5S!°2;i.Sl: g 3 f1Ve " P ° 1nt SC3,e ° f 1 (d6f1n1te ^ not 1 " terested > t0 * (definitely Interested) 

354 355 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Family Work Status 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, 
librarian, teacher aide, cafeteria help, etc. 

2. Helping children with homework. 

3. Visiting the school to see what is happening. 

4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 

5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach 
your children at home. 

6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot- 
luck suppers, fund raising, etc. 

7. Helping teachers with classroom learning activities 
for example, story telling, reading, math games, etc. 

8. Helping in the school, for example, the library 
reading center, playground, lunchroom, nurse's office, 
etc. 

9. Going with children and teachers on school field trips 
or picnics, or to parties. 



Father Works Full 
Time, Mother Not 
Employed 
(N=834) 



X° 



1.455 

3.604 
3.669 
3.890 
2.711 

3.594 

2.486 

2.549 



SDC 



.893 

.730 
.575 
.420 
1.190 

.789 

1.181 

1.220 



Rank d 



TPM 




TPL 



Single Parent 
Working Full Time 
(N=355) 



X° 



2.226 

3.529 
3.352 
3.448 
2.594 

2.982 

2.254 

2.178 



jj N=Number of respondents 

c ^sp^sis' a four - point sca,e of 1 (never take part > to 4 <■««■ *** ^ 

d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 



SDC 



Rank d 



TPM 



1.250 

.793 
.747 
.702 
1.111 

1.099 

1.167 

1.217 



TPL 



Two Parents 
Working Full Time 
(N=735) 



Xb 



2.073 

3.515 
3.364 
3.712 
2.474 

3.065 

2.070 

.985 



SDC 



1.329 

.836 
.755 
.568 
1.176 

1.034 

1.174 

1.180 



Rank d 



TPM 



TPL 



356 



357 



Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involved Activities 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 


Fat 
TI 


her Works Full 
me, Mother Not 

Employed 

(N=834) 


Single Parent 
Working Full Time 
(N=355) 


Two Parents 
Working Full Time 
(N=735) 




Xb 


SDC 


R 


ank° 




SD C 


Rank<* 


Xb 


SD C 


Rankd 








TPM 


TPL 




TPM 


TPL 




TDM 


TDI 
1 PL 


10. Going to workshops or other surh orinraHnnai »rn u uu, 

w r j w 1 wii^i juuii cuutd L l Una 1 aCLiVlLieS 

for parents at the school. 


2.828 


1.143 






2.644 


1.220 






2 411 

(•(711 


117? 






11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 


2.763 


1.197 






2.156 


1.169 






2.203 


1 1 77 






12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 


3.620 


.758 


4 




3.137 


.983 






3.187 


.975 






I j. Planning the school budget. 


1.796 


1.147 






1.874 


1.094 




2 


1 7A7 
1 • / *t / 


1 fl7Q 
1 .U/O 




5 


14. Helping to plan what will ba taught In the school. 


1.396 


.793 




4 


2.003 


1.253 




3 


1.720 


1.055 




4 


15. Helping children learn with materials at home, for 
example, games, magazines, books, etc. 


3.369 


.882 






3.234 


.885 


5 




3.306 


.957 


5 




16. Taking children to places of Interest, for example 
museums, libraries, art galleries, etc. 


3.257 


.866 






3.112 


1.003 






3.089 


.997 






l/, working to Improve the schools through conr inlty groups 

m?r n ^^n rh00d associa tions, church organizations, 
LULAC, NAACP, etc. 


2.339 


1.190 






2.467 


1.184 






2.402 


1.221 






18. Helping decide how well school Droarams wnrk Mitro 
Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.) 


1.659 


.955 


i 




2.214 


1.168 






1.891 


1.116 






19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant 
teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc. 

J N=Number of respondents 


K270 


.706 




; 

2 


2.007 


1.290 




4 


1.552 


1.0 

i 







• ■ >-^wiijv. j U O III* 

z S0=Standard deviation 
For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 
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Table 



Hean Response and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Family Work Status 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



20. Halping to decide* how well teachers and principals do 
their jobs, 

2L Helping to hire or fire metiers and principals. 

22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's 
progress. 

23. Giving Ideas to the school board or school administra- 
tion for making changes. 

24. Going to meeting of the school boerd. 



Father Works Full 
Time, Mother Not 
Employed 
(N=834) 




a N=Number of respondents 

D Y- 



1.129 
3.674 

1.973 

1.957 



.506 
.671 

1.082 

1.122 



Single Parent 
Working Full Time 
(N=355) 



1 



1.871 
3.434 

2.193 

2.152 



1.240 
.744 

1.217 

1.103 



Two Parents 
Working Full Time 
(N=735) 



1.298 
3.513 

2.032 

1.956 



.726 
.859 

1.119 

1.088 



e SD^IrSZlaU™ 9 * ,0Ur - p ° lnt SCa " 1 (neVsr take l ° « «**» take part) 

d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agraement with Suggestions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Family Work Status 





Suggestions 
(Total N=3103)a 


Ca f ho 

r a cne 
Time 


r Works 
, Mother 
Employed 
(N=834) 


Ful 1 
Not 


Single Parent 
Working Full Time 
(N=355) 


Two Parents 
Working Full Time 
(N=735) 






X D 


SD C 


Rank 


• 

X b 


SD C 


Rank 


Xb 


SD C 


Rank 


1. 


Sending more Information to parents about ways thev 
could be Involved. 


4.146 


.776 


8 


4.240 


.662 


8 


4.154 


.803 


9 


2. 


Making parents feel more welcome 1n the school. 


4.360 


.667 


1 


4.499 


.622 


2 


4.332 


.730 


3 


3. 


Helping parents to better understand the subjects 
being taught. 


4.235 


.711 


4 


4.394 


.626 


4 


4.264 


.752 


6 


4. 


Having Informal meetings or activities where parents 
and school staff can get to know each other better. 


4.220 


.762 


5 


4.378 


.737 


5 


4.176 


.856 


8 


5. 


Asking parents In what ways they would like to be 
involved. 


4.195 


.766 


6 


4.228 


.744 


9 


4.238 


.780 


7 


6. 


Giving parents activities they can do at home with 
their children. 


3.972 


.860 


10 


4.325 


.741 


7 


4.154 


.883 


9 


7. 


Helping students understand that having their parents 
Involved is Important. 


4.192 


.808 


7 


4.370 


.727 


6 


4.303 


.778 


5 


8. 


Giving parents more Information about children's 
success in school. 


4.314 


.697 


2 


4.556 


.586 


1 


4.393 


.711 


1 


9. 


Plflnnino mnro crhnnl arf ~. ±. . . # 

riaimiiiij more scnooi activities at times when worklnq 
parents can come. 


4.099 


.827 


9 


4.442 


.684 


3 


4.373 


.805 


2 


10. 

' N= 


Having more activities which Include children, parents 
and teachers. 

Number of resDondpnt-c 


4.236 


.737 


3 


4.442 


.700 


3 


4.316 


.790 


4 



tely would work) 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order Of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents Become Less 
Involved at High school Compared by Family Work Status 



Reasons 
(Total N=3103)a 



Father Works Full 
Time, Mother Not 
Employed 
(N=834) 



SDC 



Rank 



Single Parent 
Working Full Time 
(N=355) 



SD C Rank 



Two Parents 
Working Full Time 
(N=735) 



Xb 



SD C 



Rank 



1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken 1n 
high school. 

2. The schools are too far away. 

3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 

4. Teachers don't ask parents to be Involved 1n school as 
much. 

5. Parents do not have time to be Involved 1n school 
activities and work at the same time. 

6. Children do not want their parents Involved when they 
get to high school. 

7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 

8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 

9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school 
parents. 

0. High school principals do not encourage parent 
involvement in the school. 



2.520 

2.009 
2.164 
2.992 

2.286 

2.624 

2.410 
2.810 
2.820 

2.657 



.712 

.696 
.692 
.750 

.776 

.795 

.775 
.762 
.788 

.835 



10 
9 
1 

8 



7 
3 
2 



3.265 

2.230 
2.379 
2.904 

2.550 

2,760 

2.740 
2.789 
2.908 

2.686 



* N=Number of respondents 
c SD^tandrr5 0 3evla?io n n 9 ' SM,e ° f 1 < Str0 ^ di ^ree, to 4 (strongly agree) 



.747 

.737 
.836 
.849 

.864 

.957 

.864 
.753 
.864 

.833 



1 

10 
9 
3 

8 



3.028 

2.164 
2.242 
2.873 

2.403 

2.616 

2.498 
2.821 
2.806 

2.664 



.781 

.776 
.789 
.802 

.876 

.853 

.833 
.771 
.787 

.851 
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SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES 
COMPARED BY CITY SIZE (PERCENT) 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest 1n Parent Involvement Roles 

Compared by City Size 



Roles 
(Total N=3103)a 



Large Size City 
(N=1321) 



X° 



SDC 



Rank 



Medium Size City 
(N=680) 



SDC 



Rank 



Small Size City 
(N=1102) 



SDC 



Rank 



1. 



2. 



Paid School Staff - work In the school as an aide, 
parent educator, assistant teacher, assistant 
librarian, or other jobs. 

School Program Supporter - coming to the school to 
assist in events; for example, chaperoning a party or 
field trip, taking tickets at a fund-raising dinner, or 
such activities. 

3. Kome Tutor - helping your children at home with school 
work or other educational activities. 

Audience - supporting your child In school, for 
exampTeT by going to school performances, baking for 
bake sales, responding to notices from the school, etc. 

5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials 
to ask for changes In rules or practices 1n the school 
or school system. 



6. 



7. 



Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with 
teachers and principals where everyone learns more 
about children and education. 

Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a school 
committee, or governing board; or by giving your 



3.646 



4.372 



4.595 



4.644 



4.116 



4.223 



4.025 



1.341 



.912 



.775 



.673 



1.062 



1.007 



.135 



3.191 



4.372 



4.416 



4.702 



4.108 



4.006 



4.019 



1.518 



.884 



.621 



1.028 



1.062 



1.075 




3.466 
4.509 

4.552 
4.774 

4.157 

4.089 

4.041 



1.476 
.854 

.843 
.559 

1.018 

1.072 

1.127 



2 
1 



to 5 (definitely interested) 



ERIC 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by City Jlze 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 




2. Helping children with homework. 

3. Visiting the school to see what Is happening. 

4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 

5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach 
your children at home. 

6. Helping with school activities such as coffees pot- 
luck suppers, fund raising, etc. 

7. Helping teachers with classroom learning activities 
for example, story telling, reading, math games, etc. 

Helping in the school, for example, the library 
reading center, playground, lunchroom, nurse's office 
etc. ' 

9. Going with children and teachers on school field trips 
or picnics, or to parties. 



Large Size City 
(N=1321) 



3.427 

3.603 
2.698 

3.081 

2.257 

2.211 

2.69i 



.915 
.741 
.666 
1.145 

1.087 

1.196 

1.236 

1.177 



Medium Size City 
(N=680) 



3.624 
3.492 
3.754 
2.480 

3.330 

2.311 

2.324 

2.918 



.625 
.696 
.566 
1.215 

.965 

1.174 

1.225 

1.099 



j» N=Number of respondents 

X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 fnever take narM f„ a ( n f* on «■ l ^ 
c SD=Standard deviation 1 P ' to 4 (often take P art ) 

d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 



Small Size City 
(N=1102) 



3.677 
3.553 
3.877 
2.559 

3.454 

2.306 

2.286 

3.129 



.633 
.652 
.417 
1.192 

.874 

1.173 

1.218 

1.056 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by City Size 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



- r - ~ -~" ^ 'VIIU I ulfl I V I I lei 

for parents at the school. 

11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 

12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 

13. Planning the school budget. 

14. Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. 

15. Helping children learn with materials at home, for 
example, games, magazines, books, etc. 

6. Taking children to places of interest, for example, 
museums, libraries, art galleries, etc. 

7. Working to improve the schools through community groups 
like neighborhood associations, church organizations 
LULAC, NAACP, etc. ' 

18. Helping decide how well school programs work (like 
Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.) 

19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant 
teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc. 

jj N=Number of respondents 

? response, "Sing a four-point scale 1 („< 

J SD=Standard deviation ' 1 

For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 



Lar 


ge Size City 
(N=1321) 


Medium Size C 
(N=680) 


Hy 


Small Size City 
(N=1102) 


Xb 


SDC 


Rankd 




SDC 


Rankd 


■ Xb 


SDC 


Rank d 






TPM 


TPL 

Irk 


TDM 

1 rP 


TDI 

1 PL 




TPM 


TPL 


s 2.580 


1.207 






2 549 


1 185 






c.Ooo 


1 101 

1 . lol 






2.329 


1.222 






2.438 


1.211 






2.642 


1.212 






3.215 


.991 






3.378 


.916 


5 




3.486 


.875 


5 




1.893 


1.138 




1 5 


1.780 


1.086 






1.700 


1.087 




5 


1 QTR 
1 •OJO 


1.139 




4 


1.503 


• O 1 o 




4 


i a on 
1.4oU 


.875 




4 


3.307 


.902 


5 




3.288 


.950 






3.367 


.888 






3.058 


1.017 






3.239 


.888 






3.239 


.881 






2.403 


1 91 A 






2.352 


1.188 






2.416 


1.183 






2.031 


1.153 






1.737 


1.017 






1.727 


1.030 






1.704 


1.125 




2 


1.432 


.938 




2 


1.455 


.957 




3 
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Table 



**" ^-£S?£''!«- ,n ParMt «-'— t Activities 

Compared by City Size 




£ N=Number of respondents — — — 

J SD^LlrS^ia^^ 3 f0U *- p0int SC3le 0f 1 ("-er take part) to 4 (often take part) 
For Rank, TPM^take part most, T PL=take part 1eMt 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Suggestions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by City Size 



Suggestions 
(Total N--3103)a 



1. Sending more Information to parents about ways they 
could be involved, 

2. Making parents feel mors welcome in the school. 

3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects 
being taught. 

4. Having Informal meetings or activities where parents 
and school staff can get to know each other better. 

5* Asking parents In what ways they would like to be 
Involved. 

6. Giving paints activities they can do at home with 
their children. 

7. Helping students understand that having their parents 
Involved is important. 

8. Giving parents more information about children's 
success in school. 

9. Planning more school activities at times when working 
parents can come. . 

0. Having more activities which Include children, parents 
and teachers. 



* N^Number of respondents 
b X=Mean response, using c 
0 SD=Standard deviation 



Larg 


e Size City 
(N=1321) 


1 Medium Size City 
(N=680) 


Small Size City 
(N=1102) 


Xb 


SDC 


Rank 




SD C 


Rank 


Xb 


SDC 


Rank 


4.280 


.765 


10 


4.090 


.738 


8 


4.075 


.766 


9 


4.468 


.675 


2 


4.307 


.708 


2 


4.289 


.716 


1 


4.385 


.709 


6 


4.188 


.690 


4 


4.199 


.719 


3 


4.332 


.784 


8 


4.173 


.769 


6 


4.118 


.823 


7 


4.333 


.757 


7 


4.137 


.771 


7 


4.129 


.785 


6 


4.291 


.809 


9 


3.964 


.863 


9 


3.914 


.880 


10 


4.444 


,708 


3 


4.174 


.784 


5 


4.136 


.811 


5 


4.526 


.666 


1 


4.329 


.693 


1 


4.268 


.704 


2 


4.427 


.762 


5 


4.174 


.818 


5 


4.096 


.846 


8 


4.436 


.721 


4 


4.213 


.762 


3 


4.159 


.762 


4 
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Table 



Near. Response and Rank Order of Agreement «ith Statements about Parent Involve*** 





Statements 
(Total N=3103)a 


Large Size City 
(N=1321) 


Medium Size City 
(N=680) 


I Small Size City 
(N=1102) 








1 [ 


\anK u 


- Xb 


SDt 


Rank d 


- Xb 


SD C 


Rank 0 * | 










SAM 


SDM 




SAM 


[SDM 




SAM 


SDM 


1. 


Teachers should give me Ideas about helping my children 
with homework. 


3.495 


.595 


3 




3.353 


.587 


3 




3.399 


» .593 


3 




2. 


Teachers should be In charge of getting parents 
Involved In the school. 


2.723 


.825 






2.412 


.749 




4 


2.335 


.726 




4 


3. 


Teachers have enough to do without also having to work 
with parents. 


2.229 


.892 




4 


2.063 


.745 




2 


2.010 


.778 




2 


4. 
5. 


Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 

Principals should be In charge of getting parents 
Involved In the school. V 


2.896 
2.856 


.806 
1.776 






2.818 
2.566 


.684 
.732 






2.894 
2.569 


.707 
.752 






6. 


I want teachers to send more Information home about 
classroom learning activities. 


3.365 


.611 


5 




3.262 


.578 


5 




3.240 


.594 


5 




7. 
8. 


I usually feel at ease when I visit the school. 

I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children 
like reading, math, and writing. 


3.266 
2.472 


.678 
.896 




5 


3.265 
2.487 


.670 
.792 


4 


5 


3.289 
2.506 


.673 
.805 


4 


5 


9. 


decJslons^ 6 en ° U9h tra1n1ng to help make sch °°l 


2.180 


.866 




3 


2.230 


.793 




•j 

o 


2.252 


.755 




3 


10. 
11. 


I should make sure that my children do their homework 

Working parents do not have time to be Involved In 
school activities. e "ivoivea in 


3.708 
2.133 


.529 
.904 


1 


2 


3.552 


.605 


1 




3.591 


.561 


1 




U ' LTl d U 6lp my CM ' dren rft0re w1th homework If I knew J 
wnat to do, 

1 N=Number of respondents 


2.984 


.808 






2.769 


.759 






2.900 


.725 
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Table 



Hean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement 

Compared by City Size 



Statements 
(Total N=3103)a 



13. 1 should have the final word In decisions about my 
children's education. 

14. 1 cooperate with my children^ teachers.e 

15. I should be responsible for getting more involved in mv 
children's school. J 

16. I want to spend time helping my children get the best 
education. 6 

17. I have little to do with my children's success in 
school. 

16. Parents should take part more in school decisions. e 

9. School district* should make rules for involvlnq 
parents.e " 

20. I should help evaluate my children's teachers and 
principal. e 



Large Size City 
(N=1321) 



2.93 

3.551 
3.440 

3.699 

1.736 

3.321 
2.862 

2.907 



SDC 



.841 

.553 
.596 

.482 

.897 

.627 
.838 

.871 



Rankd 



SAM 



SDM 



Medium Size City 
(N=680) 



2.903 



3.355 



1.521 



SDC 



.801 



.611 



Rankd 



SAM 



.663 



SDM 



Small Size City 
(N=1102) 



X» 



SDC 



Rank** 



SAM 



2.895 



3.404 



.787 



.582 



1.492 



.647 



jj N=Number of respondents 
c *!ZS^\£% 3 f0Ur - P ° int SCa1e ° f 1 < Str °"^ d1 ^ree) to 4 (strongly agree) 
e nemtElude A d M 1n tr S y S urv:y e Sj' SDM=Str0n ^ most 



er|c 379 



38U 

BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement w Uh Reasons Why Parents Become 
Less Involved at High School Compared by City Size 

r 



Reasons 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken In 
high school. 

2. The schools are too far away. 

3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 

4. Teachers don't ask parents to be Involved In school as 
much. 

5. Parents do not have time to be Involved In school 
activities and work at the same time. 

6. Children do not want their parents involved when they 
get to high school. 

7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 

8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 

9. There are not as many PTA activities fcr high school 
parents. 

0. High school principals do not encourage parent 
Involvement in the school. 



Large Size City 
(N=1321) 



3.190 

2.242 
2.289 
2.865 

2.450 

2.613 

2.708 
2.744 
2.773 

2.641 



SD C 



.755 

.825 
.834 
.852 

.897 

.922 

.902 
.838 
.865 

.897 



Rank 



1 
9 

10 

2 

8 

7 

5 
4 
3 



Medium Size City 
(N=680) 



2.848 

2.158 
2.202 
2.951 

2.378 

2.649 

2.396 
2.888 
2.839 

2.707 



SDC 



* Number of respondents 
c sZSlndKrc5i.S!? ' f °" r " P0,nt Sta ' e ° f ' (Str0 "" y d,Sa ' r ") t0 4 < st ™9ly asree) 



.741 

.718 
.689 
.728 

.763 

.765 

.708 
.680 
.715 

.803 



Rank 



Small Size City 
(N=1102) 



10 
9 
1 

8 

6 

7 
2 
4 



Xb 



2.946 

1.928 
2.145 
3.008 

2.318 

2.679 

2.321 
2.870 
2.893 

2.670 



SD C 



.684 

.636 
.678 
.709 

.790 

.814 

.717 
.701 
.764 

.815 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest In Decisions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by City Size 





Decisions 
(Total N=3103)a 


Large Size City 
(N=1321) 


Medium Size City 
(N=680) 


Small Size City 
(N=1102) 








SD C 


Rank 


Xb 


SD C 


Rank 


Xb 


SD C 


Rank 


1. 


Amount of homework assigned. 


4.359 


.879 


2 


4.069 


1.031 


3 


4.063 


1.061 


2 


2. 


Choosing classroom discipline methods. 


4.352 


.937 


3 


4.219 


1.000 


1 


4.217 


1.022 


1 


3. 


Selecting school textbooks and other learning 
materials. 


3.965 


1.058 


8 


3.903 


1.053 


5 


3.869 


1.148 


5 


A 


Placing my children In Special Education. 


4.159 


1.139 


5 


3.779 


1.194 


7 


3.946 


1.178 




5. 


Evaluating how well my children are learning. 


4.526 


.791 


1 






A 


4.UOJ 


1 nil 

1 .071 


2 


c 
0. 

7. 


Hiring principal and teachers. 

Evaluating howweli principals and teachers do their 
job. 


3.429 
4.043 


1.328 
1.117 


13 
6 


3.260 
3.876 


1.357 
1.156 


11 

6 


3.317 
3.852 


1.312 
1.192 


10 
6 


8. 


Deciding what's most Important for the school budget. 


3.839 


1.130 


9 


3.686 


1.149 


8 


3.698 


1.169 


7 


9. 


Firing principal and teachers. 


3.205 


1.360 


14 


3.195 


1.388 


12 


3.175 


3.00 


11 


10. 


Having more multicultural/bilingual education In the 
school . 


3.697 


1.311 


10 


3.472 


1.231 


10 




1 9fl1 
1 • COi 


O 


11. 


Making school desegregation plans. 


3.659 


1.313 


11 


3.656 


1.312 


9 


3.554 


1.343 


8 


12. 


Setting school behavior rules. 


4.196 


1.015 


4 


4.104 


1.001 


2 


4.053 


1.063 


3 


13. 


Setting school rules for grading and passing children. d 


3.932 


1.160 


7 














14. 


Helping the school decide what to teach and how.d 


3.573 


1.298 


12 














° N=Number of respondents 















jirjiaiiuaiu uevidiion 

d Item Included In 1985 survey only 
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Table _ 

frequency aw | Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared By City Size 



Activities 
(Intal N-3103)* 



Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher 
librarian, teacher aide, cafeteria help, etc. 

Helping children with homework. 

Visiting the schnol tn see what Is happening. 

finlnq tn "open hunse" nr special programs at school. 

Onlng to cl&sses at the school which help ynw teach 
ynnr children at home. 

Ilnlplng with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck 
suppers, fund ralslnq, etc. 

Helping teachers with classroom learning activities 
fnr example, story telling, reading, math games, etc. 

Holplnq In the school, for example, the library, reading 
center, playgrnund, lunchroom, nurse's office, etc. 

Going with children and teachers on school field trips 
or picnics, or tn parties. 

10. Going tn wnrkshops or other such educational activities 
fnr parents at the school. 

11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 



Large Size City 

(n»i3ei) 



frequency 
of Partlc 
!pat!on D 



445 

1040 
1149 

121? 
586 

924 

510 
502 
783 
610 
560 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



39.7 

87.2 
89.9 
93.7 
62.5 

74.3 

44.4 

42.6 
62.4 
56.7 
47.2 



Rank<! 



TPM 



TPt 



Medium Size City 
(N=680) 



Frequency 
of Partlc 
lpatlon n 



142 

614 

606 
640 

4 25 

551 
277 
291 
453 
293 
331 



adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



23.2 

95.0 
91.0 
96.0 
52.0 

83.7 

45.3 

45.8 

69.! 

56.0 

50.9 



Rank* 



TPM 



TPt 



Small size City 
(NM10?) 



frequency 
of Partlc 
I pat I on" 



260 

1020 
1013 
1067 
337 

925 

407 

435 

815 
502 
610 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



25.9 

95.4 
93.4 
98.3 
52.9 

86.4 

44.0 

44.2 

77.2 

59.5 

58.7 



jjN-Number of parents responding tn Individual Item ~~ — 

".nr Rank. T I'M- lake Part M^st and M^Hrttlff? """^ «t»vlt, with .Isslng data excluded |„ calculating the percentage. 



Rank d 



TPH 



TPI 



2 
3 



9 
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Table 

Frequency and Hank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compare* By city size 



Activities 
(Total N=3I03) 8 



I?. Taking part In PTA Meetings. 

13. Planning the school budget. 

14. Helping to plan what will be taught In the school. 

15. Helping children learn with materials at home, for 
example, games, magazines, books, etc. 

16. Taking children to places of Interest, for example 
museums, libraries, art galleries, etc. * 

17. Working to Improve the schools through community groups 

tmlr uiSi associations, church organizations, 
Ullm,, nAALP, etc. 

IB. Helping decide how well school programs work (like 
Title I, Follow Through. ESAA, etc.) 

19. Working , s par t time paid staff, ffr example, assistant 
teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide. etc. 

?0. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do 
their Jobs. r 



targe Size City 
(N»1321) 



Frequency 
of Partic- 
ipation 0 



1010 
346 

296 
1056 

962 

568 

384 
274 
294 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 



78,7 
31.3 
29.0 
85.0 

77.0 

49.4 

36.3 
25.1 
29.6 



Rank* 



TPM 



TPl 



Medium Size City 
(N=680) 



Frequency 
of Partlc 
Ipatlon 0 



544 

155 
92 
545 

561 

296 

135 
94 
84 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)* 



82.3 
25.9 
16.3 
84.0 

84,9 

48.4 

23.3 
15.5 
14.8 



*N*Number of parents responding to Individual Item 

^;S y r?e f q ::nc t ; C ! P ?h?per'cen h ? r^enVcaHni f^Zi*^? !" «" °"en. 

"for Rank. IPH^Take Part t£i and Make Par! "2.C ' ,,,d,v,dua, "«ss.ng data excluded In calculatl 



Small Size City 
(N-I102) 



Rank d 


Frequency 
of Partic- 
ipation 0 


Adjusted 


TP(H 


TPl 


Frequency 
( Percent ) c 






940 


87.0 






235 


24.0 




4 


154 


16.1 






925 


86.4 


5 




902 


84.6 






489 


49.1 






229 


23.3 




3 


164 


16.2 




2 


128 


13.3 



Rank** 



IPH 



.J 



ng the percentage. 



389 



ER J C 388 BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



BE-ci cow VAVirvern 



Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation In rareot Involve Activities 

Compared By City Slie 



Activities 
(Total N-3103)* 



71. Helping tn hire or fire teachers and principals. 

7?. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's 
prngress. 

73. Giving Ideas tn the school board or school administration 
fnr making changes. 

74. Gnlng to mpetlng of the school board. 



Urge Slie City 
(N-1371) 



Frequency 
of Partlc- 
Ipatlonb 



195 
1147 

473 

466 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percentjc 



70.9 
90*1 

36.6 

38.6 



Ranfcd 



TPH 



TP! 



Hedlum size City 



Frequency 
of Partic- 
ipation" 



37 
607 

748 

745 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



6.6 
91.9 

38.7 

37.7 



Rank* 



TPM 



TPt 



Small Size City 
(N=!!07) 



Frequency 
of Partlc- 
Ipatlonb 



39 
993 

398 

317 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 



4.1 

97.5 

37.6 
79.4 



*N-Numher of parents responding to Individual Item. 

"rnr Rank, Intake Part Most and wKE rtrt firt! ' -«».ng data excluded In calculating the percentage. 



EMC 
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Suggestions 
(Total N-3103)* 



1' he n ?nEl» e 7 "" 0r,M,,on to "* rPnt < th ey could 

J?- Maltlnq parpnU fepl mnre welcome | n the school. 

I 1 ' """"^ t0 hpttPr underst '' nd subjects being 

U. Having Informal meetings or activities where parents and 
I srhonl starr can got to kno* each other better! 

K A.kln, parents In what ways they would Mke to be Involved. 
T c G M!dr 9 Pn: rPn,S aCt ' VU,es the * d ° •< "ome with their 

I 7 - K:iWr5UsK ta ' - that hav,n9 the,r parents 

I"' "'JM™" ,nfonM, «° n •»»■»* children's success 
I'* S^riS"' """"" " "'""I 

,0 * Kar* act,v,t,es wMch ,nc,ude cM,dren ' " 8re "^ - 



Urge Slie City 
(N-1321) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
mentb 



1178 

1215 
1181 

1151 

1157 
IN! 

1229 
1194 
1192 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percentjc 



90.5 

93.6 
91.3 

88.8 

89.6 
88.4 

92.7 

94.6 

90.4 

91.6 



Rank 



2 
5 



8 
10 

3 

I 



Medium Size City 
(N-fiRO) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
went" 



583 

605 
591 

584 

583 
518 

575 

615 

579 

584 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



R7.g 

90.7 
89.0 

87.8 

R8.1 
77.8 

85.5 

92.3 

87.1 

87.7 



Rank 



4 

10 



j^Number of Parents responding to Individual Item ' 1 1 '- L. 

~gsr.nsn jars s^asr&-B«! r?«,'-n;s'x 



Small SJ/p city 
(N-110?) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
rnent 0 



958 

9R4 
970 

916 

951 
834 

921 

9R7 

910 

934 



Adjtisi »!d 
Frequency 
(Percent) 



RR.2 

91.0 
89.6 

R4.; 

R7.9 
77.1 

85.4 

91.1 

84.4 

86.6 



9 data excluded 1n calculating the percentage. 
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Table 

Frequency and Rani Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents 
Become Lec$ Involved at High school 
Compared by City Size 



Roasnns 
(Tntal N*3103)« 



Parents may not understand some of the courses taken In 
high schnnl. 

fhe schools are too far away. 

there are too many teachers to talk to. 



4. Teachers don't ask parents to he Involved In school as 
much. 

5. Parents do nnt have time to be Involved f n school 
activities and work at the same time, 

6. Children dn not want their parents Involved when thev 
qet tn high school, 7 

Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home, 

n. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 

There are not as many PTA activities for high school 
parents. 

10. IHqh school principals do not encourage parent Involvement 
in the school. 



targe Size City 
(W-I32I) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment D 



1082 

363 
428 
879 

579 

691 

758 
771 
765 

660 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



36.1 

29,1 
34,4 

70,7 

46,4 

56,0 

61.3 
63.8 
63.3 

55.2 



Rank 



10 

9 

2 



5 
3 
4 



Medium Size City 
(N"6R0) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment D 



481 

153 
183 
501 

277 

377 

270 
463 
438 

358 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



74.7 

23.7 
28.6 
78.5 

43.5 

59.4 

42.6 
74.9 
71.3 

59.6 



Rank 



10 
9 
1 

8 

6 

7 
2 
4 



Small Size C»ty 
(NH102) 



Frequency 
of Agree* 
ment b 



843 

121 
269 
841 

412 

634 

395 
763 
745 

571 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



1 



79.8 

11.5 
25.6 
81.3 

39.3 

60.8 

38.2 
75.0 
74.1 

57.5 



Rank 



10 
9 



8 
3 
4 



^-Number nf parents respnndlng to Individual Item ~ 

. parents respond.,,, favorab.y to the ,n 0 , v<0 „„ reason wUh m , ss , ng „ ata excl(|ded ^ ^ ^ 



9 
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Table 

Frequency ami Rani Order of Agreement with Statements About Parent Involvement 

Compared By City Size 



Statements 
(lotal NOI03) a 



I. Teachers should give me Ideas about helping my children 
with homework. 



?. Teachers should be In charge of getting parents 
In the school. 



olved 



3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to work 
with parents. 

4. Teachers need to he trained for working with parents. 

5. Principals should be In charge of getting parents Involved 
In the school. 

6. I want teachers to send more Information home about class- 
rnoro learning activities. 

/. I usually feel at ease when | visit the school. 

a. I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children 
like reading, math, and writing. 

9. I do not have enough training to help make school decisions 

10. I should make sure that my children do their homework. 

11. Working parents do not have time to be Involved In school 
activities.*? 



large Size City 
OM32!) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
mentfr 



I267 

770 

452 

91? 
900 

1227 

1180 

632 

436 
1281 
297 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



96.6 
59.4 

35.0 

71.0 
70.5 

94.6 

91.3 
48.7 

33.7 
98.0 
29.4 



Rank** 



SAM 



SDH 



Medium Size City 
(11=680) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment*» 



647 
294 
161 

476 

366 

626 

608 
330 

221 
646 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 



96.0 

43.8 

24.1 

71.6 
55.1 

93.6 

90.6 
48.8 

33.2 
95.6 



Rank<* 



SAM 



SDM 



Small Size City 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment b 



UN-Number of respondents. 
p lt™ included In |905 survey only. 9 



1047 

399 

232 

817 

565 

1003 

1004 
568 

380 
1074 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



95.7 

36.7 

21.4 

75.4 
52.4 

92.6 

91.9 
52.1 

35.2 
97.8 



Rank* 1 



SAM SDM 



calculating the percentage. 
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Table 




Statements 
(Total NOI03)« 



12. I would help my cMidren more with homework If | knew what 

to do. 

13. I should have the final word In decisions about my 
children's schools, 

14. I cooperate with my children's teachers. e 

15. I should he responsible for getting more Involved In my 
children's school. 7 

lfi. I want to spend time helping my children get the best 
education^ ' 

1/. I have little to do with my children's success in school. 

18. Parents should take part wore In school decisions.* 

19. School districts should make rules for Involving parents.* 

?e>. I should help evaluate my children's teachers and 
principal. p 



Frequency 
of Agree- 
ment 0 



1006 

911 

985 
1234 

1004 

233 
931 
704 
710 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



78.3 

71.1 

98.3 
95.7 

99.3 

18.0 
93.3 
70.5 
71.8 



Rank* 1 



SAM 



SDH 



Frequency 
of Agree 
went 0 



459 
457 

634 
41 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



69.8 
70.3 

94.6 

6.2 



Rank** 



SAM 



SDH 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment^ 



822 
74! 

1051 
48 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



76.7 
69.4 

96.4 
4.4 



Rank rf 



SAM 



Sf)M 



*N-Numbpr of respondents. ~~ ' 1 1 1 1 I I | | | 
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Table 



Frequency and *. n k Order of Interest In Decisions About Parent Involvement 

Compared fly City Sl*e 



Ore Is Ions 
(Total NOI03)* 



I. Amount of homework assigned. 

?. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 

.1. Selecting school textbooks and other learning materials. 

Placing my children In Special Education. 
S. Fvaluatlng my child's progress. 
Hiring principal and teachers. 

fvaluatlng how well principals and teachers do their Job. 
Deciding what's most Important for the school budget. 
Firing principal and teachers. 

10. Having more multicultural/bilingual education In the 
school. 

11. Making school desegregation plans. 

12. Setting school behavior rules. 

13. Setting school rules for grading and passing children. <* 

14. Helping the school decide what to teach and how.d 



Urge Sl*e City 
(N-I32I) 



Frequency 
of Inter 
est 0 



I ins 
1086 
937 
993 
1168 
679 
990 
867 
S80 
819 

797 
1071 
748 

S76 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



84.6 

83.9 
71.9 
76.9 
89.8 
52.4 
75.9 
66.8 
44.5 
62.9 

62.1 
82.1 
74.J 
57.0 



Rank 



2 
3 
8 
5 
t 

13 
6 
9 

14 

10 

It 
4 

7 
12 



Medium Sl*e City 
(M-600) 



Frequency 
of Inter- 
est 0 



522 

552 

472 

410 

515 

314 

468 

421 

294 

355 

434 

552 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



77.9 
82.1 
70.3 
61.1 
76.8 
47.0 
69.7 
62.9 
43.8 
53.1 

65.3 
82.1 



Rank 



2 
1 
4 

8 
3 

10 
5 
7 

II 

9 

6 
I 



a N-Numher of parents responding to Individual Item 

I"**}* - ""nltely interested In the decision. 
'Item Included In 1*85 surlej only reS|H,ndln9 *• Individual decision with missing data excluded In 



Small Size CM 
(H- 110?) 



Frequency 
of Inter 
est 0 



832 
906 
752 
756 
827 
535 
7C0 
713 
468 
559 

629 
860 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent}* 



76.0 
83.0 
68.7 
69.2 
76.0 
49.1 
69.6 
65.3 
42.9 
51.3 

59.0 
79.8 



calculating the percentage. 
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Table 

frequency and Rank Order of Interest In Parent Involvement Roles 
Compared by City SUe 



Roles 
(Total N-3103)" 



I. Paid School staff - work In the school as an aide, parent 
eo*«icalor, assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or otter 
Jnbs. 

7 - School Prog ram Supporter - coming to the school to assist 
in events; For example, chaperoning a party or field trip 
taking tickets at a fund-raising dinner, or such activities 

3. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with school work 
or other educational activities. 

£ udlen< ; e . " supporting your child In school, for example, 
by going to schol performances, baking for bake sales 
responding to notices from the school, etc. 

5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials to 
ask for changes In rules or practices In the school or 
school system. 

Co-learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers 
and principals where everyone learns more about children 
and education. 

Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a school 
coimiutee or governing board; or by giving your opinions 
to tnese boards or committees. 



targe $| ? e City 
(N-!3?l) 



frequency 
nf Inter- 
est 0 



1164 

!?04 
1232 

995 

1091 

972 



Adjusted 
frequency 
(Percent )c 



Rank 



64.5 

89.0 

9?. 3 
94.4 

76.0 

83.3 

74.3 



Medium Size City 
(N=680) 



frequency 
of Inter 
est*> 



318 

597 

591 
645 

518 

504 

497 



"N-Number of parents responding tn Individual Item 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



51.9 

89.2 

88.1 
96.! 

77.5 

75.2 

74.4 



Rank 



Small Size City 
(NHIO?) 



frequency 
of Inter- 
est 0 



634 

99? 

988 
105? 

870 

859 

818 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



59.0 

9?.0 

91.7 
97.5 

80.! 

78.9 

75.! 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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Table 



Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements 
about Parent Involvement Compared by Age 



Statements 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Teachers should give me Ideas about helping my 
children with homework. 

2. Teachers should be 1n charge of getting parents 
involved In the school. 

3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to 
work with parents. 

4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 

5. Principals should be 1n charge of getting parents 
Involved In the school. 

6. I want teachers to send more Information home about 
classroom learning activities. 

7. I usually feel at ease when I visit the school. 

8. I have a hard time teaching some skills to my 
children like reading, math, and writing. 

9. I do not have enough training to help make school 
decisions. 

10. I should make sure that my children do their 
homework. 



Under 35 Years Old 
(N=1351) 



Frequency of 
Agreement 0 




1297 

663 

383 

908 
792 

1259 

1208 
665 

437 

1315 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Per- 
cent) 0 



96.8 

49.7 

29.0 

68.8 
60.0 

94.6 

91.0 
49.9 

32.9 

98.1 



Rank** 



35 or More Years Old 
(N=1555) 



Frequency of 
Agreement 0 



5 
3 



1478 

686 

383 

1153 
910 

1422 

1406 
752 

505 

1501 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Per- 
cent) 0 



95.6 
44.7 

25.0 

75.7 
60.2 

93.1 

91.3 
48.9 

33.1 

97.0 



Rank<* 



^Number of respondents. 

.calculating the percentage. ' ■wpon.mg ra.oraniy to the Individual statement with missing data excluded In 

For Rank, SAM=Strong1y Agree Most and SDM=Strongly Disagree Most 
e Item included In 1985 survey only. nost. ^ 



ERIC 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements 
about Parent Involvement Compared by Age 



Statements 
(Total N=3103) a 



11. Working parents do not have time to be Involved In 
school activities. 6 

12. I would help my children more with homework If I 
knew what to do. 

13. I should have the final word In decisions about my 
children's education. 

14. I cooperate with my children's teachers. 6 

5. I should be responsible for getting more Involved In 
my children's school. 

6. I want to spend time helping my children get the best 
education. 6 

7. I have little to do with my children's success In 
school . 

8. Parents should take part more In school decisions, 6 

g. School districts should make rules for Involving 
parents. 6 b 



20. I should help evaluate my children's teachers and 
principal . 6 



•^Number of respondents. 



Under 


" 35 Years 
(N=1351) 


Old 




35 or 


More Years 
lN=lt>bbJ 


Old 




Frequency of 
Agreement 0 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Per- 
cent) c 


Rank d 


Frequency of 
. Agreement 0 


Ad lusted 
Frequency 
(Per- 
j cent)c 


Rank d 


SAM 


SDM 




SAM 


SDM 


151 


30.2 






.gg 


23.1 




2 


102g 


78.3 






1112 


73.5 






942 


71.6 






1033 


68. g 






487 


98.6 


2 




416 


g7.g 


2 




1278 


95.8 






1466 


95.9 


4 




498 


gg.2 


1 




423 


9g.3 


1 




139 


10.5 




1 


132 


8.6 




1 


458 


93.3 


5 




3g4 


g2.g 






349 


7G.2 






286 


68.1 






362 


73.9 






281 


67.4 







CAdjusle^Freq^c^" h ; ^Tof SrSTSsBiV ' W W ^ ^ 

calculating the percentage P reSpond1n 9 fav °rably to the Individual statement with missing data excluded 1n 

e?L R J nk i 3 A 5"f trong1y Agree Most and SDM=Strongly Disagree Most 
e Item Included In 1985 survey only. disagree nost. 



9 

ERIC 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Interest In Decisions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Age 



Decisions 
(Total N=3103) a 


Under 35 Years 
(N=1351) 


Old 


35 or More Years 
(N=1555) 


Old 


Frequency of 
Interest 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 


Rank 


Frequency of 
Interest 0 


Ad iu<; f*Pr! 

Frequency 
(Percent)c 


Rank 


1. Amount of homework assigned. 

2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 

3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning 
materials. 


1045 
1138 
920 


77.9 
85.2 
68.6 


A 
H 

1 

8 


1254 
1247 
1103 


81.3 
81.2 
71.6 


2 
3 
4 


4. Placing my children In Special Education. 
5« Evaluating how well my children are learning. 

6. Hiding principal and teachers. 

7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do 
their job. 


943 
1105 

644 
1002 


70.6 
82.6 
48.2 
74.6 


7 
2 

13 

5 


1069 
1252 
761 
1076 


69.6 
81.6 
49.7 
70.1 


7 
1 
12 
6 


8. Deciding what's most Important for the school budget 

9. Firing principal and teachers. 

10. Having more multicultural /bll Ingual education 1n the 
school . 


870 
558 
769 


65.1 
41.6 
57.4 


Q 

y 

14 
11 


999 
682 
834 


65.0 
44.4 
54.2 


8 
13 
11 


11. MaHng school desegregation plans. 

12. Setting school behavior rules. 

3. Settlno ^rhnnl rtiloc fnr nits/ii.. , _ • _ • 

' sj-iiuui ruies Tor grading and passinq 

children. a 


814 
1085 
373 


61.6 
81.3 
74.3 


i n 
1U 

3 

6 


920 
1240 

302 


61.0 
81.2 
71.4 


9 
3 
5 


14. Helping the school decide what to teach and how.<* 
J N=Number of parents resDondlnn t-n .nrf-u.^.:.. 


269 


53.6 


12 


244 


57.5 


10 



.calcolatlng the percentage. '"poneing ravorably to the Individual decision with missing data excluded In 

a if. j — j.... 



^Hem Included In 1985 survey only 

ERIC 

. . 40.9. 
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Table 



Frequency and Rank Order of Interest In Parent Involvement Roles 

Compared by Age 



Roles 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Paid School Staff - work 1n the school as an aide, 
parent educator, assistant teacher, assistant 
librarian, or other jobs. 

2. School Program Supporter - coming to the school to 
assist in events; for example, chaperoning a party 
or field trip, taking tickets at a fund-raising 
dinner, or such activities. 

3. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with 
school work or other educational activities. 

4. Audience - supporting your child 1n school, for 
example, by going to school performances, baking for 
bake sales, responding to notices from the school, 
etc. 

5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other 
officials to ask for changes 1n rules or practices 
in the school or school system. 

Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with 
teacners and principals where everyone learns more 
about children and education. 

7. Pecislon Maker - being on an advisory board, a 
school committee, or governing board; or by giving 
your opinions to these boards or committees. 



Under 35 Years Old 
(N=1351) 



Frequency of 
Interest 0 



840 
1188 

1211 
1263 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



1002 



1073 



950 



63.2 
89.2 

91.1 
94.9 

74.7 
79.9 
70.8 



Rank 



2 
1 



35 or More Years 
(N=1555) 



Old 



Frequency of Adjusted 



Interest** 



846 
1394 

1401 
1494 



1226 



1234 



1188 



Frequency 
(Percent) c 



55.1 
90.7 

91.2 
97.1 



79.7 



80.1 



77.1 



?N=Number of parents responding to Individual Item. 

CArt1SS y r!!L!; tereSt TZ The nUm 5 er of parents P^bably Interested or definitely. Interested In the role 
c^cuL1lng re ?hTSrc = en T t h : g e P : rCent ° f P *™** f ^ b]y t0 the Mtl rtwI^St. excluded 



In 



9 

ERIC 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation 
in Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared by Age 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



' 1 * tlSlZl a s fu '\ tfme P a1d ^aff, for example, 
teacher, librarian, teacher aide, cafeteria help, 

2. Helping children with homework. 

3. Visiting the school to see what Is happening. 

4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 

T your 9 cJ?,^ S a e t S III"; SCh ° 01 Wh1Ch he 'P y™ teach 

|6. Helping with school activities such as coffees 
I pot-luck suppers, fund raising, etc. u,,ees ' 

17. Helping teachers with classroom learning activities I 
I for example, story telling, reading, math gales, 

I 8 * ??!S! ng in . the sch001 ' for example, the library 
omce? etc ' Playgr ° Und ' lunch ™™. nurse?' 

K Going with children and teachers on school f1*ld 
I trips or picnics, or to parties. 

I 10 * acu!lHpr;!f 0pS ° r other such educational 
i activities for parents at the school. 



Under 35 Years Old 
(N=1351) 



I Frequency o 
Partlclpa- 
Itlonb 

~347 



1170 
1201 
1275 
503 

972 

478 

473 

822 
535 



35 or More Years Old 
(N=1555) 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 

28.7 



92.1 
90.4 
95.1 
56.4 

75.1 

41.4 

39.1 

*3.7 
51.2 



Rank° Frequency of I Adjusted 



TPM 



2 
4 
1 



part lei pa- Frequency 

TPLItlon 0 KPerrpnfV 



Rank d 



(Percent )cjjPM |TPL 
411 I 30.0 



3 
2 
1 



1346 


91.8 


1398 


92.0 


1476 


96.8 


529 


54.6 



1275 
612 

645 

1093 
746 



84.8 
44.7 

45.3 

72.9 
60.1 



— — " «- 

name, TPM-Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least. 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Orcfer of Participation 
In Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared by Age 




Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 

12. Taking part In PTA meetings. 

13. Planning the school budget. 

14. Helping to plan what will be taught 1n school. 

15. Helping children learn with materials at home, for 
example, games, magazines, books, etc. 

16. Taking children to places of Interest, for example 
museums, libraries, art galleries, etc. 

7. Working to improve the schools through community 
groups like neighborhood associations, church 
organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc. 

8. Helping decide how well school programs work (Hke 
Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.) 

9. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assis- 
tant teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc. 

20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals 
do their jobs. 



Frequency of 
Partldpa 
t1on b 

579 
1038 
288 
222 
1084 

1004 

510 

285 
229 
222 
109 



46.6 
78.4 
24.5 
20.1 
83.5 

77.5 

42.5 

25.4 
19.6 
20.3 
10.4 



Rank<* 



Frequency of 
Partldpa 
tlonb 

809 
1301 
36g 
247 
1294 

1274 

733 

376 
230 
210 
107 



Adjusted 
Frequency 



55.2 
85.3 
27.2 
19.4 
86.4 

84.4 

52.4 

28.1 
16.6 
16.5 
8.5 



j»N=Number of parents responding to Individual Item. 

.caloilatlna the percentim. S P C 6 inOivldual activity with missing data excluded In 

d For Rank, TPM=Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least. 



Rank d 


: TPM 


TPL 




5 




4 


5 






3 




2 




1 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation 
1n Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared by Age 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your 
child's progress. 

23. Giving ideas to the school board or school admlnls- 
tration for making changes. 

24. Going to meeting of the school board. 



Under 35 Years Old 
(N=1351) 



Frequency of 
Participa- 
tion 0 

1205 
410 

383 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 0 

91.2 
32.9 
29.9 



Rankd 



TPM 

3 



TPL 



35 or More Years Old 
(N=1555) 



Frequency of 
Participa- 
tion 1 * 

1375 
5"5 
550 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 0 

91.4 
39.7 
36.7 



jjN=Number of parents responding to Individual Item. 

CAd12rt7F?eVue^v C ^TnJ°n P ; cP T |; t e °I P ?^ tS tak1 " 9 part ln act1v,t,es s ^t1mes or often. 

H S!IlrtlSg^^ri^S! reent P3rentS taMn9 P3rt ,n the ,ndW1dua1 aCt,v1t * w1th m,ss1 "9 data excluded in 
<W Rank, TPM=T>ke Part Most and TPL-Take Part Least. 



Rank d 



TPM 
4 



TPL 




417 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement wltFsuggestlons about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Age 



Suggestions 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Sending more information to parents about ways thev 
could be involved. 

2. Making parents feel more welcome in the school. 

3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects 
being taught. 

4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents 
and school staff can get to know each other better. 

5. Asking parents in what ways they would like to be 
involved. 

6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with 
their children. 

7. Helping students understand that having their 
parents involved is important. 

8. Giving parents more information about children's 
success in schoo't. 

? Planning more school activities at time:, when 
working parents can come. 

0. Having ziore activities which include children 
parents and teachers. 



Under 35 Year Old 
(N=1351) 



Frequency of 
Agreement^ 



1200 

1217 
1228 

1163 

1194 

1129 

1179 

1262 

1209 

1222 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



89.6 

90.8 
91.7 

87.2 

89.4 

84.6 

88.1 

94.1 

90.4 

91.3 



Rank 



4 

2 



10 
8 
1 
5 



35 or More Years Old 
(N=1555) 



Frequency of 
Agreement 0 



1361 

1423 
1353 

1331 

1342 

1215 

1365 

1409 

1322 

1332 



j|N=Number of parents responding to individual item 

c^2s?e5 y F?e f q^n r cy m =^he = nerceTof ptentTre^SnaV' '» ^ the »"«•»«■». 

calculating the percentage P responding favorably to the individual decision with 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



88.4 

92.7 
88.4 

86.5 

87.7 

79.3 

88.9 

91.7 

86.0 

86.7 



missing data excluded in 



ERIC 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents 
Become Less Involved at High School 
Compared by Age 



Reasons 
(Total N=3103)a 



Under 35 Years Old 
(N=1351) 



Frequency of 
Agreement 0 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 0 



Rank 



35 or More Years Old 
(N=1555) 



Frequency of 
Agreement 0 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



Rank 



1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken 
in high school. 

2. The schools are too far away. 

3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 

4. Teachers don't ask parents to be involved in school 
as much. 

5. Parents do not have time to be involved in school 
activities and work at the same time. 

6. Children do not want their parents Involved when 
they get to high school. 

7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 

8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 

9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school 
parents. 



0. High school principals do not encourage parent 
involvement in the school. 



1078 

285 
401 
934 

581 

750 

649 
858 
815 

687 



83.3 

22.1 
31.2 
73.8 

45.3 

59.0 

51.1 
69.1 
66.6 

56.6 



10 
9 

2 

8 

5" 

7 
3 
4 



1204 

313 
409 
1173 

598 

860 

668 
1033 
1020 

808 



79.5 

20.8 
27.3 
78.3 

39.9 

57.7 

45.1 
70.9 
69.9 

56.5 



1 

10 
9 
2 

8 

5 

7 
3 
4 



3N=Number of parents responding to individual item. — 

caSK^^ ™lZ ber f ° f P % PentS agr ^ in 9 or stro "9ly ageing with the reason. 

cauIlrtlng^hTSriSgT ° f reSp0nd1 " 9 faVOrab1y t0 the individua1 *cl,1on with missing data excluded In 



ERIC 
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SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES 
COMPARED BY AGE (MEANS) 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Age 



Statements 
(Total N=3103)a 



Teachers should give me Ideas about helping my children with homework. 

2. Teachers should be In cha.ge of getting parents Involved In the school. 

3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to work with parents. 

4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 
Principals should be In charge of getting parents Involved 1 n the school. 

6. I want teachers to send more Information about classroom learning 
activities. y 

7. I usually feel at ease when I visit the school. 

8. I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children like reading, math, 
ana writing, 9 

9. I do not have enough training to help make school decisions. 

0. I should make sure that my children do their homework. 

1. Working parents do. not have time to be Involved In school activities. e 

2. I would help my chi ldren more with homework If I knew what to do. 
jj N=Number of respondents 

c fo^„s°s::i a t u ?;:: 9 a four - po,nt sca,e ° f 1 < str °""> * « <»tr«*i, ^ 

! K'M',:; SS- ««*« -* 



Under 35 Years 
(N=1351) 


Old 


oO or 


More Years Old 
(N=1555) 


Xb 


SDC 


Rank d 


yb 


SDC 


Rank* 1 




SAM 


SDM 




SAM 


SDM 


3.471 


.583 


4 




3.402 


.640 


5 




2.537 


.777 






2.460 


.774 






2.145 


.837 




2 


2.066 


.814 




3 


2.814 


.753 






9 Ofl7 


.723 






7 688 


. / 3D 






2.680 


TOO 

.788 






j» j j j 








3.258 


.593 






3.277 


.664 






1 9QVI 


.687 






2.486 


.822 




5 


£•4 DO 


.833 




5 


2.213 


.807 




4 


2.195 


.810 




4 


3.676 


.538 


2 




3.596 


.572 


2 




2.174 


.909 




3 


2.030 


.877 




2 


2.963 


.759 






2.844 


.765 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Age 



Statements 
(Total N=3103) a 

13. I should have the final word In decisions about my children's education. 

14. I cooperate with my children's teachers. 

15. I should be responsible for getting more Involved In my children's school. 

16. I want to spend time helping my children get the best education^ 

17. I have little to do with my children's success In school. 

18. Parents should take part more In school decisions. e 

19. School districts should make rules for involving parents.e 

20. I should help evaluate my children's teachers and principal. e 



Under 35 Years Old 
(N=1351) 



Xb 

2.951 
3.534 
3.412 
3.693 
1.580 
3.312 
2.887 
2.933 



SDC 

803 
.550 
.590 
.479 
.775 
.605 
.844 
.835 



Rank d 



? N=Number of respondents 
c SSiSETSIlrtllr 3 f0Ur - P0,nt SCa ' e ° f 1 (st ™"> t. 4 (strongly a 9 ree) 



SA 

3 
5 
1 



SD 



35 or More Years Old 
(N=1555) 



2.883 

3.527 

3.417 

3.685 

1.592 

3.274 

2.821 

2.801 



SDC 

.825 
.566 
.591 
.499 
.752 
.638 
.862 
.872 



Rank d 



SAM 

3 
4 
1 



ERIC 
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Table 



Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Interest 1n Decisions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Age 





Decisions 
(Total N=3103)a 1 


Under 35 Years 
(N=1351) 


nl A 

01 d 


35 or More Years Old 
(N=1555) 






Xb 


SDC 


Rank 




SD C 


Rank 


1. 


Amount of homework assigned. 


4.157 


.986 


3 


4.215 


1.004 


2 


2. 


Choosing classroom discipline methods. 


4.336 


.916 


1 


4.212 


1.023 


3 


3. 


Selecting school textbooks and other learning materials. 


3.885 


1.079 


8 


3.946 


1.099 


6 


4. 


Placing my children In Special Education. 


4.008 


1.165 


5 


3.976 


1.190 


5 


5. 


Evaluating how well my children are learning. 


4.291 


.959 


2 


4.218 


.994 


1 


6. 


Hiring principal and teachers. 


3.330 


1.298 


13 


3.346 


1.359 


13 


7. 


Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their job. 


3.986 


1.116 


6 


3.890 


1.186 


8 


8. 


Deciding what's most Important for the school budget. 


3.775 


1.124 


9 


3.715 


1.158 


9 


9. 


Firing principal and teachers. 


3 Ifift 


1 


14 


^ too 

3.193 


1.359 


14 


10. 


Having more multicultural/bilingual education In the school. 


3.569 


1.261 


11 


3.443 


1.314 


12 


11. 


Making school desegratlon plans. 


3.638 


1.302 


1 f> 

10 


3.593 


1.348 


10 


12. 


Setting school behavior rules. 


4.121 


1.017 


4 


4.105 


1.031 


4 


13. 


Setting school rules for grading and passing children. d 


3.928 


1.188 


7 


3o903 


1.165 


7 


14. 

1 n=i 


Helping the school decide what to teach and how.d 
lumber of respondents ~~ 


3.476 


1.316 


12 


3.590 


1.255 


11 



c sfe^Mlr * " ,e - p0,nt SC3,e ° f 1 ««*«**> to 5 (defln.tely Interested) 



Item Included in 1985 survey only 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest In Parent Involvement Roles 

Compared by Age 





Roles 


Under 35 Years 
(N=1351) 


Old 


35 or More Years Old 
(N=1555) 




(Total N=3103)a 


X b 


SOC 


Rank 




SDC 


Rank 


1. 


Paid School Staff - work In the school as an aide, parpnt ol i„r^ r 


3.60g 


1.381 




3.330 


1.500 






assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other jobs. 


7 


7 


2. 


School Program Supporter - coming to the school tn in p Upn t5- for 


4.384 


.896 




4.457 


.884 






example, chaperoning a party or field trip, taking tickets at a fund-ralsinq 
dinner, or such activities. y 


3 


3 


3. 


Home Tutor - helplnq your children at homp with erhnni worf , or othcr d 
tlonal activities. 


4.552 


.819 


2 


4.526 


.851 


2 


4. 


Audience - supporting your child In school, for example, by going to school 
performances, baking for bake sales, responding to notices from the school. 

6 1 C • 


4.682 


.660 


1 


4.747 


.573 


1 


5. 


Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials to ask for chanqes 
in rules or practices In the school or school system. 


4.045 


?.070 


5 


4.175 


1.006 


4 


6. 


Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers and principals 
where everyone learns more about children and education. 


4.133 


1 024 


4 




1 MM 


c 
0 


/. 


Decision Maker - belna on an advisory hnarrf » s^rml committee or aovnrn 
ing board; or by giving your opinions to these boards or committees. 


3.926 


1.155 


6 


4.093 


1.078 


6 


° N=Number of respondents 















c sS^rS^H™' ' f,,e - p0lnt SCaU ° f 1 WHnftal, "°t Interested) to 5 (definitely Interested] 
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431 



Ta'e 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Age 





Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 


Under 


35 Years 
(N=1351) 


Old 


35 or More Years Old 
(N=1555) 




Xb 


SDC 


Rank<« 






Rankd 








TPM 


TPL 




TPM 


TPL 


1. 


Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, .Ibrarlan, teacher 
alee, cafeteria help, etc. 


1.783 


1.171 






1.830 


1.202 






o 
C, 


Helping children with homework. 


3.587 


.770 


2 




3.540 


.769 


3 




3. 


Visiting the school to see what is happening. 


3.436 


.721 


A 
H 




3.512 


.688 


4 




4. 


Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 


3.701 


son 


1 




1 7QO 

o« toy 




1 




5. 


Going to classes at the school which help you teach your children at home. 


2.595 


1.181 






2.564 


1.196 






6. 


Helping with school activities such as coffees. Dot-luck sunner* fund 

raising etc \*viitto f pui iuik oupfJcrby luncj 


3.121 


1.081 






3.377 


.921 






7. 


Helping teachers with classroom learning activities fnr p^mnio C fnru 
« its ^ u^tiTitici, i uf cAaiupie. story 

telling, reading, math games, etc. 


2.213 


1.192 






2.304 


1.178 






8. 


Helping In the school, for example, the library, reading center, playground 

lunchroom mir^P^ nfffro ofr K'«jy> uuuu, 


2.141 


1.221 






2.311 


1.226 






9. 


Going with children and teachers on school field trips or picnics or to 
parties. ' 


2.773 


1.178 






2.993 


1.098 






10. 


school* 0 W ° rkSh0pS or other such educational activities for parents at the 


2.430 


1.202 






2.684 


1.166 






" N=Number of respondents 



















e SDSa"nSrr5°2"i,^ 9 ° ,0Ur - p ° ,nt 0f 1 <"«"" ^ » * (•«•" part) 

d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Age 



Activities 
(Total N=3103) a 


Under 


35 Years 
(N=1351) 


Old 


35 or 


More Years Old 
(N=1555) 


X» 


SD C 


Rank d 


X» 


SD C 


Rankd 






TPM 


TPL 




TPM 


TPL 


11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. " " 


2.311 


1.219 






2.565 


1.224 






12. Taking part In PTA meetings. 


3.228 


.975 






3.431 


.909 


5 




13. Planning the school budget. 


1.739 


1.088 




5 


1.795 


1.120 




5 


it^ ncipmy tu pidri wndt will oe taught in the school. 


1.580 


1.967 




4 


1.582 


.956 




4 


15. Helping children learn with materials at home, for example, qames, 
magazines, books, etc. 


3.309 


.925 


5 




3.343 


.897 






16. Taking children to places of interest, for example, museums, libraries, art 
galleries, etc. 


3.061 


.987 






3.229 


.901 






17. Working to improve the schools through community groups like neighborhood 
abbUL lat ions . cnurcn organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc. 


2.204 


1.200 






2.514 


1 i on 
1 . loll 






18. Helping decide how well school programs work (like Title I, Follow Throuqh 
ESAA, etc.) ' ' " ,,v - n ""ouy», 


1 77fl 


1.058 






1.852 


1.091 






19 * ll^lEh^loe:^!' ^ ,0r 6XamPl6 ' aM,ltant teaCher ' r °°"' c1erk ' 


1.548 


1.025 




2 


1.465 


.957 




2 


20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs. 


1.582 


1.987 




3 


1.520 


.930 




3 


1 N=Number of respondents 



















« sS&Sn^lT 3 f °" r " P0,nt SCaU ° f 1 ( " CVer take part » t0 4 <° fte " ^ P-rt) 
d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 
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Table 



Hean Response and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Age 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



21. Helping to hlrr or fire teachers and principals. 

22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's progress. 

23. Glvng Ideas to the school board or school administration for making changes. 

24. Going to meeting of the school board. 




Under 35 Years Old 
(N=1351) 



1.308 
3.570 
1.933 
1.895 



jj N=Number of respondents 

« lD=S?a n 5"5^(,t U ;^ 9 3 f ° Ur - p0,nt SCa,c ° f 1 P-t) to 4 (often take part) 

d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 



.775 
.773 
1.094 
1.112 



Rank d 



35 or Kore Years Old 
(N=1555) 



1.268 
3.572 
2.108 
2.073 



.717 
.768 
1.112 
1.121 



Rank d 



436 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Suggestions 

Compared by Age 



about Parent Involvement 



Suggestions 
(Total N=3103)a 

1. Sending more Information to parents about ways they could be Involved. 

2. Making parents feel more welcome In the school. 

3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects being taught. 

4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents and school staff can 
get to know each other better. 

5. Asking parents In what ways they would like to be Involved. 

6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with their children. 

7. Helping students understand that having their parents Involved Is Important 

8. Giving parents more Information about children's success 1 n school. 

9. Planning more school activities at times when working parents can come. 

10. Having more activities which Include children, parents and teachers. 



Under 35 Years Old 
(N=1351) 



4.181 
4.349 
4.333 . 
4.223 

4.240 
4.156 
4.285 
4.425 
4.320 
4.339 



SDC 
.764 
.727 
.697 
.816 

.759 
.820 
.781 
.678 
.787 
.717 



Rank 
9 
2 
4 
7 

8 
10 
6 
1 

5 
3 



35 or More Years Old 
(N=1555) 



4.158 
4.369 
4.218 
4.194 

4.199 
4.003 
4.269 
4.349 
4.190 
4.226 



.770 
.681 
.732 
.794 

.792 
.892 
.774 
.707 
.840 
.784 



* N=Number of respondents 



'ISnoaroXiaHon 9 * flVC - P< " nt SC3,C ° f 1 "t m«) to 5 (def.n.tely would work) 



9 

ERJC 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents Become Less 
Involved at High School Compared by Age 



Reasons 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken 1n high school. 

2. The schools are too far away. 

3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 

4. Teachers don't ask parents to be Involved 1n school as much. 

5. Parents do not have time to be involved In school activities and work at the 
same time. 

6. Children do not want their parents Involved when they get to high school. 

7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 

8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 

9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school parents. 
0. High school principals do not encourage parent involvement in the school. 



Under 35 Years Old 
(N=1351) 



Xb 



3.072 
2.116 
2.22g 
2.881 
2.412 

2.638 
2.543 
2.808 
2.789 
2.645 



£ N=Number of respondents 

c IS n S°3«i»?n: 9 3 fOUr - POlnt St3,C ° f 1 < Str °"*> «»«™) *• « («™*y a 9 ree) 



SD C 



.724 
.765 
.775 
.793 
.846 

.837 
.829 
.770 
.813 
.844 



Rank 



35 or More Yea' s 01c 
(N=1555) 



1 

10 
9 
2 
8 

5 
7 
4 
3 
6 



2.970 
2.096 
2.189 
2.976 
2.353 

2.634 
2 435 
2.838 
2.835 
2.679 



SD C 



.742 
.740 
.724 
.741 
.812 

.840 
.798 
.747 
.774 
.855 
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441 



SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES 
COMPARED BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN (PERCENT) 



442 



Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements 



Statements 
(Total N=3103)a 


Under 3 Children In 
(N=1739) 


Family 


3 or More Children in Family 
(N=1272) 


Frequency of 
Agreement 0 


Adjusted 
Frequency 


Rank<* 


Frequency of 
Agreement 0 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Per- 
cent) c 


Rank** 






(Per- 
cent) c 


SAM 


SDM 




SAM 


SDM 


1. Teachers should give me Ideas about helping my 
children with homework. 


1663 


96.2 


4 




1215 


96.2 


4 




leacners should be In charge of getting parents 
involved In the school. 


807 


47.0 




5 


609 


48.7 




5 


3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to 
work with parents. 


451 


26.3 




2 


368 


29.6 




2 


4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 


1224 


71 R 






915 


74.0 






o< principals snouid be in charge of getting parents 
Involved in the school. 


1014 


59.5 






756 


61.6 






6. I want teachers to send more Information home about 
classroom learning activities. 


1603 


93.7 






1170 


93.5 






7. I usually feel at ease when I visit the school. 


1574 


91.3 






1138 


91.1 






». I have a hard time teaching some skills to my 
children like reading, math, and writing. 


811 


47.2 






668 


CO 1 

DO. X 






9. I do not have enough training to help make school 
decisions. 


540 


31.6 




4 


459 


36.9 




4 


10. I should make sure that my children do their 
homework. 


1676 


96.8 


3 




1238 


98.2 


2 




"N=Nun?Der of respondents. 













cldiZZ/v " 9recme "i " The number "f Parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the statement 

cf?^f: t d ,„ F g r X^rcMt h ^? rtCnt ° f ParCntS reSPOnd,n9 ^"""^ * itSi. missin, data excluded ,„ 

"Fnr Pant- CftM-Cf — 1.. « .. . _ 



<|For Rank, SAM=Strongly Agree Most and SDM-Strongly Disagree Most 
e Item Included in 1985 survey only. y * 



0 

ERIC 
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Table 



Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements 
about Parent Involvement Compared by Number of Children In Family 



Statements 
(Total N=3103) a 


Under 3 Children in 
(N=1739) 


Family 


3 or More Children in Family 
(N=1272) 


Frequency of 
Agreement 1 ' 


Adjusted 
Frequency 


Rank d 


Frequency of 
Agreement 0 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Per- 
cent ) c 


Rank d 






(Per- 
cent ) c 


SAM 


SDM 


SAM 


SDM 


11* Workino narpntc rfn nnf havo f •» ma * n 4^..^i.^j 1 
xx* nwii-viny pa> cuts uu iiut nave time to De involved In 

school activities. 6 


142 


27.0 




3 


144 


32.1 




3 


12* I WOllld helo JT1V rhllrirpn mnrp ui-ifh h/vnounrL if t 

* nwu,u mc, f n, j tin iui en irtur c wi in nofneworK it 1 
knew what to do. 


1240 


73.5 






984 


79.0 






13. I should have the final word in decisions about my 
children's education. 


1181 


70.1 






872 


70.7 






14. I cooperate with my children's teachers. e 


513 


98.8 


2 




438 


98.0 


3 




l5« I Should hp rp^nnncihl 0 fnr n nf f { nn Mn _ _ 1 » , 

1 aiiuuiu uc itrbpunbiuie ror getting more Involved in 
my children's school. 


1645 


96.1 


5 




1197 


95.4 


5 




16. I Want t" O C nPnff f" {mo hoi ni nn m«# />kn«lnA H 1. 1. t_ a 

iu. 1 naut iu b^enu Lime neiping my children get the best 
education. e 


521 


99.2 


1 




447 


99.6 


1 




17. I have little to do with my children's success in 
school . 


144 


8.4 




1 
1 


159 


12.7 




1 


18. Parents should take part more in school decisions. 9 


483 


92.5 






413 


94.1 






19. School districts should make rules for involving 
parents. e 


347 


67.0 






329 


74.1 






20. I should help evaluate my children's teachers end 
principal . e 

5 N=Number of respondents. 


367 


71.1 






315 


72.2 







calculating the percentage P responding favorably to the individual statement with missing data excluded in 

For Rank SAM=Strongly Agree Most and SDM=Strongly Disagree Most. 
e Item included in 1985 survey only. 
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Table 



Frequency and Rank Order of Interest In Decisions about Parent Involvement 
Compared by Number of Children In Family 



Decisions 
(Total N=3103) a 



1. Amount of homework assigned. 

2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 

3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning 
materials. 

4. Placing my children In Special Education. 

5. Evaluating how well my children are learning. 
Hiring principal and teachers. 

7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do 
their job. 

8. Deciding what's most Important for the school budget 

9. Firing principal and teachers. 

0. Having more multicultural/bilingual education In the 
school. 

1. Making school desegregation plans. 

2. Setting school behavior rules. 

3. Setting school rules for grading and passing 
children. d 

4. Helping the school decide what to teach and how.d 



Under 3 Children In Family 
(N=1739) 



Frequency of 
Interest 0 



1376 
1434 
1202 

1170 
1396 
836 
1235 

1094 
712 
942 

1043 
1401 
389 

294 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



79.5 
83.3 
69.6 

68.0 
81.1 
48.6 
71.4 

63.5 
41.3 
54.6 

61.4 
81.8 
74.0 

55.9 



Rank 



4 
1 

7 

8 
3 
13 
6 

9 
14 
12 

10 
2 
5 

11 



3 or More Children In Family 
(N=1272) 



Frequency of 
Interest 0 



1012 
1037 
900 

925 
1047 
637 
920 

848 
590 
732 

761 
1011 

328 

259 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



80.4 
83.0 
71.6 

73.8 
83.6 
51.0 
73.4 

67.7 
47.0 
58.4 

61.6 
79.5 
73.4 

57.8 



Rank 



3 
2 
7 

5 
1 
12 
6 

8 
13 
10 

9 
4 

6 

11 



^Number of parents responding to Individual Item. 

CA5iu q ste5^u^cv e !\h 0 The nUm f er ,° f pa T tS Pr0bably 1ntere *ted or definitely Interested in the decision 

^cluul^ ° f P8rentS reSp0nd1 "9 favorabl * t0 the f"«vlSu.l decision withes lng°3ata excluded in 

°^em included In 1985 survey only. • 

iSJC 44? 448 



Table 



Frequency and Rank Order of Interest In Parent Involvement Roles 
Compared by Number of Children In Family 



Roles 
(Total N=3103)a 



Under 3 Children In Family 
(N=1739) 



1. 



2. 



3. 



4. 



5. 



Paid School staff - work 1n the school as an aide, 
parent educator, assistant teacher, assistant 
librarian, or other jobs. 

School Program Supporter - coming to the school to 
assisL in events; for example, chaperoning a party 
or field trip, taking tickets at a fund-raising 
dinner, or uch activities. 

Home Tutor - helping your children at home with 
school work or other educational activities. 

Audience - supporting your child 1n school, for 
exampTeTby going to school performances, baking for 
bake sales, responding to notices from the school 
etc. ' 

A ? v ? Cate - meeting with school board or other 
officTaTs to ask for changes 1n rule, or practices 
in the school or school system. 



6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with 



7. 



t K 3C l ,er L a !l d P pinci P a1s where everyone learns more 
about children and education. 

Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a 
school committee, or governing board; or by qlvlno 
your opinions to these boards or committees 



Frequency of 
Interest 0 



991 



1555 



1559 
1650 

1339 
1362 
1278 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



57.9 
90.6 

90.9 
96.1 

77.8 
79.0 
74.2 



Rank 



2 
1 



3 or More Children In Family 
(N=1272) 



Frequency of 
Interest 0 



770 



1122 



1150 



1204 



982 



1025 



946 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



61.3 



89.2 



91.6 



95.7 



77.9 



81.1 



^Number of parents responding to Individual 1tem^ 1 

CAojSe^^ interested or definitely Interested in the role, 

calculating the percentage P responding favorably to the Individual role with missing data excluded In 



9 
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Table 



Frequency and Rank Order of Participation 

In Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared by Number of Children In Family 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



Under 3 Children In Family 
(N=1739) 



Frequency o 

Partlclpa- 

tion» 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 



Rank d 



TPM TPL 



3 or More Children In Family 
(N=1272) 



Frequency of 
Partlclpa- 
tlonb 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 



Rank 0 * 



TPM TPL 



1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, 
teacher, librarian, teacher aide, cafeteria help 
etc. 

2. Helping children with rework. 

3. Visiting the school to see what Is happening. 
Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 

5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach 
your children at home. 

6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, 
pot-luck suppers, fund raising, etc. 

7. Helping teachers with classroom learning activities 
for example, story telling, reading, math games, ' 

CbCl 

8. Helping In the school, for example, the library, 
reading center, playground, lunchroom, nurse's 
office, etc. 

9. Going with children and teachers on school field 
trips or picnics, or to parties. 

0. Going to workshops or other such educational 
activities for parents at the school. 

?N=Number of parents responding to Individual item. 



462 

1519 
1583 
1657 
654 

1383 

714 

710 

1162 
786 



29.5 

92.7 
92.5 
96.3 
59.1 

82.2 

46.7 

44.8 

69.7 
57.4 



345 

1092 
1121 
1192 
450 

956 

441 

480 

838 
570 



31.1 

91.2 
90.3 
95.5 
53.6 

78.4 

40.4 

41.8 

68.2 
56.5 



„. K „ lv .„ vo ■ cayuMumy to moiviouai item. 

"For Rank. TPM=t^?/o d*~* u «. 



°For Rank, TPM=Ta!ce Part Most and TPL-Take Part least. 
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r often, 
data excluded In 



2 
4 
1 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation 

In Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared by Number of Children In Family 




Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 

12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 

13. Planning the school budget. 

14. Helping to plan what will be taught In school. 

15. Helping children learn with materials at home, for 
example, games, magazines, books, etc. 

16. Taking children to places of Interest, for example, 
museums, libraries, art galleries, etc. 

17. Working to Improve the schools through community 
groups like neighborhood associations, church 
organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc. 

18. Helping decide how well school programs work (like 
Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.) 

19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assis- 
tant teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc. 

20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals 
do their jobs. 

21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals. 



Frequency of 


Adjusted 


participa- 


Frequency 


tion 1 ' 


(Percent) c 


868 


53.1 


1429 


83.7 


395 


26.0 


JUl 


21.1 


1430 


85.6 


1397 


83.3 


761 


49.0 


387 


26.2 


288 


18.8 


286 


20.2 


137 


10.0 



Rank<* 



TPM 



TPL 



Frequency of 

Partlclpa- 

tlonb 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 


591 


50.5 


1007 


nn a 


311 


28.1 


212 


20.3 


1038 


84.8 


974 


79.2 


554 


48.7 


334 


JU. y 


218 


19.5 


194 


18.6 


113 


11.1 



Ra 



*N=Number of parents responding to Individual Item. 

cKte?F^ oTp b a e rent f s P ?ak^o ErtJ !" 3C ^ 1t1es s0 * et1mes 0r 

calculating the percentage 9 P 1n the ind1v1dual act1 v*ty with missing data excluded in 

For Rank, TPM=Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least. 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation 

In Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared by Number of Children In Family 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your 
child's progress. 

23. Giving Ideas to the school board or school adminis- 
tration for making changes. 

24. Going to meeting of the school board. 



Under 3 Children in Family 
(N=1739) 



Frequency of 
Participa- 
tion 0 



1561 
610 
561 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
( Percent ) c 



Rankd 



92.2 
37.6 
33.5 



TPM 



TPL 



3 or More Children in Family 
(N=1272) 



Frequency of 
Participa- 
tion 0 



1119 
434 
434 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



90.7 
37.1 
36.1 



ajMtomber of parents responding to individual item. 
For Rank, TPM=Take Part Host and TPL=Take Part Least. 



Rank d 



TPM 



TPL 
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Table 



Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Suggestions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Number of Children In Family 



Suggestions 
(Total N=3103) a 



1. Sending more Information to parents about ways they 
could be Involved. 

2. Making parents feel more welcome 1n the school. 

3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects 
being taught. 

4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents 
and school staff can get to know each other better. 

5. Asking parents In what ways they would like to be 
Involved. 

6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with 
their children. 

7. Helping students understand that having their 
parents Involved Is Important. 

Giving parents more Information about children's 
success In school. 

9. Planning more school activities at times when 
working parents can come. 

0. Having more activities which Include children 
parents and teachers. ' 



Under 3 Children 1n Family 
(N=1739) 



Frequency of 
Agreement** 



1533 

1575 
1546 

1499 

1519 

1386 

1529 

1594 

1524 

1528 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



88.7 

91.4 
89.7 

87.0 

88.4 

80.5 

88.6 

92.3 

88.5 

88.7 



Rank 



2 
3 



9 
5 
1 
6 



3 or More Children In Family 
(N=1272) 



Frequency of 
Agreement** 



1125 

1168 
1136 

1094 

mi 

1049 
1110 
1174 
1101 

1123 



Adjusted 
Frequen 
(Percent; - 



89. 7 

93.0 
90.7 

87.2 

88.8 

83.9 

88.7 

93.5 

87.5 

89.3 



Rank 



2 
3 

9 

6 

10 
7 
1 

8 
5 



j^Number of parents responding to Individual Item. 

SSSSr^ ww««« rar^tscras^ data _ 1n 
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Table 



Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents 
Become Less Involved at High School 
Compared by Number of Children In Family 




Reasons 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken 
In high school. 

2. The schools are too far away, 

3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 

4. Teachers don't ask parents to be Involved 1n school 
as much. 

5. Parents do not have time to be Involved 1n school 
activities and work at the same time. 

6. Children do not want their parents Involved when 
they get to high school. 

7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 

8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 

9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school 
parents. 

0. High school principals do not encourage parent 
Involvement 1n the school. 



Frequency of 
Agreement** 



1371 

332 
469 
1247 

701 

978 

760 
1108 
1085 

862 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



81.3 

19.8 
28.0 
75.3 

42.1 

59.1 

46.1 
69.5 
68.2 

54.9 



Rank 



1 

10 
9 
2 

8 

5 

7 
3 
4 



Frequency of 
Agreement** 



997 

288 
386 
931 

539 

693 

627 
849 
822 

696 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



81.7 

23.7 
32.0 
77.1 

44.4 

57.6 

52.1 
70.8 
69.4 

59.5 



3N=Number of parents responding to Individual Item. 

SySSr 55 s^^WASsrs rr^Mr^. ^ data excIuded , . 
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SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES 
COMPARED BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN (MEANS) 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements 

JiKflllf Dirnnf W 1 * #» _ a ■ ». • — 





Statements 


Under 3 Children 
In Family 
(N=1739) 


3 or More Children 
In Family 
(N=1272) 




(Total N=3103)« 




SDC 


Rank<* 




SDC 


Rank<> 






SA 


SD 


SAM 


SDH 


1. 


Teachers should give me Ideas about helping my children with homework. 


3.435 


.593 


5 




3.422 


.591 






2. 


Teachers should be In charge of getting parents Involved In the school. 


2.492 


.785 


4 




2.546 


.793 






3. 


Teachers have enough to do without also having to work with parents. 


2.084 


.805 




■j 

o 


2.154 


.851 




i 


4. 


Teachers need to be trained for worklna with narpnt«; 




741 














5. 


Principals should be In charge o* netting parents Involved 1n the school. 


2.674 


.770 






2.705 


.769 






6. 


I want teacher to send more Information home about classroom learning 
activities. 


3.309 


.596 






3.285 


.604 






# • 


I usually feel at ease when I visit the school. 


3.291 


.683 






3.253 


.666 






8. 


I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children like reading, math, 
and writing. " * 


2.446 


.845 




5 


2.541 


.826 




5 


9. 


I do not have enough training to help make school decisions. 


2.168 


.800 




4 


2.273 


.819 




4 


1 f\ 


I should make sure that my children do their homework. 


3.642 


.569 


2 




3.622 


.548 


2 




ii. 


Working parents do not have time to be Involved in school activities. e 


2.057 


.882 




2 


2.225 


.913 




3 


12. 


I would help my children more with homework 1f I knew what to do. 


2.880 


.788 






2.948 


.742 






13. 


I should have the final word in decisions about my children's education. 


2.906 


.810 






2.930 


.817 






14. 

3 N=r 


I cooperate with my children's teachers. p 

lllmhpr nf rocnnnHontr 


3.595 


.529 


3 




3.499 


.564 


3 
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Vable 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements 
about Parent Involvement Compared by Number of Children 



Statements 
(Total N=3103)a 



Under 3 Children 
*n Family 
(N=1739) 



SD C 



Rank<* 



SA SD 



3 or More Children 
1n Family 
(N=1272) 



SD C 



Rank d 



SAM SDM 



15. I should be responsible for getting more Involved In my children's school. 

16. I want to spend time helping my children get the best education. e 

17. I have little to do with my children's success 1n school. 

18. Parents should take part more In school decisions. e 

19. School districts should make rules for Involving parents. e 

20. I should help evaluate my children's teachers and principal. e 



3.435 
3.730 
1.551 
3.307 
2.809 
2.888 



.585 
.470 
.742 
.633 
.848 
.896 



3.375 
3.668 
1.662 
3.330 
'.930 
2.920 



.599 
.481 
.803 
.614 
.819 
.831 



a N=Number of respondents. 

c lo^ndTrS^iaclor ' S " ,e ° f 1 d1sagree > to 4 ^ee) 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest In Decisions 
about Parent Involvement Compared by Number of Children 



Decisions 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Amount of homework assigned. 

2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 

3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning materials. 

4. Placing my children In Special Education. 

5. Evaluating how well my children are learning. 

6. Hiring principal and teachers. 

7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their job. 

8. Deciding what's most important for the school budget. 

9. Fin.ig principal and teachers. 

10. Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the school 

11. Making school desegregation plans. 

2. Setting school behavior rules. 

3. Setting school rules for grading and passing children. d 

4. Helping the school decide what to teach and how.d 



Under 3 Children 
in Family 
(N=1739) 



Xb 



4.151 

4.259 

3.884 

3.934 

4.213 

3.292 

3.913 

3.701 

3.121 

3.455 

3.587 

4.113 

3.890 

3.532 



SDC 



1.024 

1.007 

1.095 

1.198 

1.005 

1.326 

1.149 

1.176 

1.353 

1.310 

1.336 

1.040 

1.153 

1.300 



Rank 



3 
1 
7 
5 
2 

12 
6 
8 

13 

11 
9 
4 

6 

10 



3 or More Chi 1 
in Family 
(N=1272) 



dren 



4.238 

4.297 

3.965 

4.082 

4.313 

3.417 

3.966 

3.819 

3.280 

3.613 

3.648 

4.127 

3.946 

3.625 



a N=Number of respondents 

c »si£rEi."ir a f,,e " polnt sca,e of 1 (def,nue,y not ,nterested > to 5 < d * f, "' t "> 

d Item Included in 1985 survey only 



SD C 



.945 
.947 
1.085 
1.136 
.951 
1.327 
1.161 
1.103 
1.353 
1.260 
1.306 
1.016 
1.178 
1.284 
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Table 

Hean Response and Rank Order of Interests In Parent Involvement Roles 

Compared by Number of Children 



Roles 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. PaiJ School Staff - work in the school as an aide, parent educator 
assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other jobs. 

2. School Program Supporter - coming to the school to assist in events- for 



ng 



3 * Ul l ^ct -liiues^ 1 " 9 ChildrSn 3t ^ WUh SCh ° 01 WOrk or other educa " 

4. Audience - supporting your child In school, for example, by going to school 
piHoTSa-nces, baking for bake sales, responding to nStlces^om the schSo?, 

5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials to ask for changes 
IrTTuTeTor practices In the school or school system. 9 

6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers and principals 
where everyone learns more about children and education. pr1nc1 P a,s 

7. Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a school committee or aovern 
lng board ; or «V your opinions to these boards JfTomm1?teJs. 9 



Under 3 Children 
In Family 



3.424 
4.444 

4.550 
4.717 

4.114 
4.105 
4.016 



SOC 



1.465 
.873 

.819 
.627 

1.024 
1.037 
1.123 



Rank 



3 or More Children 
In Family 



Xb 



3.535 
4.380 

4.529 
4.692 

4.144 
4.151 
4.039 



J N=Number of respondents 

e SSlJSTSrtJjT ' f,,e - P ° ,nt S "' e ° f 1 (de,!nHe " not '"f-t-J to 5 (definite^ Interested) 



SDC 



1.408 
.918 

.848 
.616 

1.054 
1.057 
1.113 



Rank 



7 
3 

2 
1 

5 
4 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Number of Children 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, librarian, teacher 
aide, cafeteria help, etc. 

?. Helping children with homework. 

3. Visiting the school to see what Is happening. 

4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 

5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach your children at home. 
6 ' ?a1s P 1ng "ete SCh ° 01 aCt1vitieS such as coff *es, pot-luck suppers, fund 

7 * Kfi!3.^.1 t !L e XT^r ra ^ activ1t1es * for example ' story 

' KSSti! nurse's 0 o 0 fflc f e°: *" read,n " ? la ~' 

9 * parties!^ Ch11dren tMCherS ° n SCh ° 01 f1e1d tMps or P icn,cs » or to 
°' scn^l! 0 W ° rkShops or other such educational activities for parents at the 



1.806 

3.581 
3.522 
3.762 
2.658 
3.322 

2.349 

2.305 

2.921 

2.609 

_____ .2.478 
? N=Number of respondents 

c SO^L n nS°2e:iat U 1o: 9 ' f ° Ur - P ° int 1M,e ° f 1 ^ take ^ to 4 (often take part) 
d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 



11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 



Under 3 Children 
In Family 



SDC 



1.187 

.744 
.676 
.541 
1.169 
.972 

1.191 

1.239 

1.132 

1.180 

1.215 



Rankd 



TPM 



TPL 



3 or More Children 
1n Family 



J 



1.84 

3.541 
3.442 
3.708 
2.524 
3.198 

2.182 

2.186 

2.858 

2.580 

2.436 



SDC 



1.184 

.793 
.723 
.606 
1.191 
1.039 

1.165 

1.210 

1.135 

1.207 

.233 



Rank<* 



TPM 



TPL 



9 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation 1n Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Number of Children 



ItefuS 


Under 3 Children 
In Family 


1 3 or More Children 
in Family 


X 


SO 


Rank 


X 


SO 


Rank 








TPM 


TPL 




TPM 


TPL 


7?. Taking part In PTA meetings. 


3.382 


.911 


~T 




3.298 


.982 


5 




13. Planning the school budget. 


1.775 


1.103 




(5) 


1.805 


1.114 




(5) 


14. Helping to plan what will be taught In the school. 


1.624 


.995 




(4) 


1.601 


.986 




(4) 


15. Helping children learn with materials at home, for example, games, 
magazines, books, etc. 


3.350 


.892 






3.292 


.923 






16. Taking children to places of Interest, for example, museums, libraries, art 
galleries, etc. * 


3.209 


.920 






3.102 


.974 






17. Working to improve the schools through community groups like neighborhood 
associations, church organizations, I.ULAC, NAACP, etc. 


2.397 


1.201 






2.383 


1.189 






18. HelpinQ decide how Wpll <;rhnnl nrnnramc unrl M u« tuk r r- ' t, — . 

ESAA etc ) scnooi program? work (like Title I, Foiiow Through, 


1.797 


1.055 






1.902 


1.124 






"• ziiy^itv^c. 6 st3ff> ,or cxa " p! ^ assistant ~ 


1.537 


1.029 




2 


1.538 


1.016 




2 


20. HelpinQ to decide hnw well toarharr , „ j „ „ . _ „ j _ , , ... , . 

k -y nuwweii teacners and principals do their jobs. 


1.585 


.980 




3 


1.560 


.959 




3 


21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals. 


1.308 


.783 




1 


1.334 


.815 




1 


22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's progress. 


3.587 


.753 


3 




3.547 


.781 


2 




23. Giving ideas to the school board or school administration for making changes 


2.074 


1.128 






2.027 


1.117 






24. Going to meeting of the school board. 
J N=Number of resDondents 


1.986 


1.109 






2.048 


1.143 







r IT /T » a luur-pomt sea e or i (nt 

c SD=Standard deviation v 

Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Suggestions 

Compared by Number of Children 



about Parent Involvement 



Suggestions 
(Total N=3103)a 



Under 3 Children 
in Family 
(N=1739) 



SDC 



Rank 



3 or More Children 
1n Family 
(N=1272) 



SD 



1. Sending more Information to parents about ways they could be Involved. 

2. Making parents feel more welcome 1n the school. 

3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects being taught. 

4. Having Informal meetings or activities where parents and school staff can 
get to know each other better. 

5. Asking parents In what ways they would like to be Involved. 

6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with their children. 

7. Helping students understand that having their parents Involved 1s Important 

8. Giving parents more Information about children's success 1n school. 

9. Planning more school activities times when working parents can come. 

10. Having more activities which Include children, parents and teachers. 



4.138 
4.333 
4.258 
4.207 

4.195 
4.048 
4.257 
4.363 
4.253 
4.272 



.765 
.724 
.718 
.800 

.782 
.874 
.765 
.697 
.808 
.765 



9 
2 
5 
7 

8 
10 
4 
1 
6 
3 



4.207 
4.414 
4.296 
4.236 

4.240 
4.132 
4.293 
4.424 
4.252 
4.308 



.761 
.664 
.703 
.794 

.765 
.847 
.788 
.686 
.828 
.739 



a N=Number of respondents " 
c l^llZT^ll 9 " f ' Ve - p0,nt 5Ca,e ° f 1 <•"*•'» «* «•*) to 5 (definitely would work) 



9 
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Table 



Hean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why parents Become Less 
Involved at High School Compared by Number of Children 



Reasons 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken In high school. 

2. The schools are too far away. 

3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 

4. Teachers don't ask parents to be involved in school as much. 

5. Parents do not have time to be Involved 1n school activities and work at the 
same time. 

6. Children do not want their parents Involved when they get to high school. 

7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 

8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 

9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school parents. 

10. High school principals do not encourage parent Involvement In the school. 



a 2i = Number of respondents 
« aS^ri^;."^ ' ,0Ur - p0,nt SCa,B ° f 1 {Strm ^ d,Sa ' rec ' '° 1 < str °"9" «««»> 



Under 3 in Children 
in Fairily 
(N=1739) 


3 or More Children 
1n Family 
(N-1272) 






Rank 




SD C 


Rank 


1 007 


. / CO 


i 
i 


J. uoo 


7K1 
• /Do 


1 


2.079 


729 


10 


9 

C • 14 1 


• f 00 


i n 


2.193 


718 


q 


C • eft 


7Q0 
• toy 


o 

y 


2.912 


.769 


9 
c 


? Qfil 


70O 


9 

c 


2.364 


.813 


8 


2.414 


.847 


8 


2.659 


.840 


5 


2.625 


.853 


6 


2.445 


.799 


7 


2.568 


.834 


7 


2.800 


o744 


4 


2.842 


.776 


4 


2.803 


.785 


3 


2.862 


.816 


3 


2.618 


.830 


6 


2.724 


.865 


5 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement With Statements About Parent Involvement 

Compared By Income Levels 



Statements 
(Total N»3l03) a 



Tearhers should give me Ideas about helping my children 
with homework. 

Tearhers should be In charge of getting parents Involved 
In the school. 

Teachers have enough to do without also having to work 
with parents. 

Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 

Principals should be In charge of getting parents Involved 
In the school. 

I want teachers to send more Information home about class- 
room learning activities. 

7. 1 usually feel at ease when I visit the schjoK 

I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children 
like reading, math, and writing, 

1 do not have enough training to help make school decisions 
0. 1 should make sure that my children do their homework. 

Hct!!ltles r e ntS d ° " 0t t0 be ,nvo,ved ln $ch001 



Be 


low 15,000 

tUw not 




Between 


15,000 and 25,000 
(N-259) 


Over 25,000 
(N«371) 


Frequency 
of Agree- 
ment 0 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 


Ra 


nk<* 


Frequency 
of Agree- 
ment** 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 


Ranfcd 


Frequency 
of /'gree- 
ment D 


Adjusted 
(Percent ) c 


Rank* 


SAh 


1 SDH 


SAM 


CRM 


SAW 


SDH 


340 


98.3 


2 




251 


97.7 


4 






yo.o 


2 




260 


76.2 






150 


59.3 






171 


46.6 






181 


53.4 




4 


82 


32.3 




4 


% 


26.2 




4 


262 


78.? 






172 


67.7 






261 


71.7 






269 


79.8 






163 


64.7 






248 


68.5 








on 9 


•a 
j 




243 


95.3 


5 




334 


91.0 






306 


90.8 






228 


89.4 






336 


91.6 


5 




214 


62.4 




5 


108 


42.7 




5 


131 


35.7 




5 


177 


52.4 




3 


75 


29.6 




3 


64 


17.3 




3 


334 


97.9 


4 




253 


98.8 


2 




358 


96.8 


2 




175 


50.6 




2 


67 


26.1 




2 


44 


11.9 




2 



*N- Number of respondents. 



calculating the percentage. 
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479 BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



Table 



frequency and Rani Order 



of Agreement with Statements About Parent Involvement 
Compared fly Income levels 



Statements 
(Total N-3I03)« 



I?. I would help my children more with homework If | knew what 
to do. 

1.1. I should have the final wnrd In decisions about my 
children's schools. 

14. I cooperate with my children's teachers. * 

15. I should be responsible for getting more Involved In my 
children's school. 

16. I want to spend time helping my children get the best 
education. e 

17. | have little to do with my children's success In school. 
10. Parents should take part more In school decisions. * 

19. School districts should make rules for Involving parents.* 

?n. I should help evaluate my children's teachers and 
principal 



Below 15,000 
(H-348) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment b 



"N-Number of respondents 
h 



295 

278 

330 
327 

342 

152 
320 
274 

276 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



86.5 

81.3 

97.6 
95.3 

99.4 

44.7 

93.8 
80.! 
82.1 



Rank* 



SAM SOM 



Between 15,000 and 25,000 
(N*259) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment n 



215 

169 

250 
241 

255 

30 
239 
167 
166 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 



84.6 

66.0 

98.0 
94.5 

99.2 

11.7 
94.5 
66.8 
65.9 



Rank<* 



SAM SOM 



Over 25,000 
(N07I) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment° 



247 

237 

3G7 
357 

368 

16 
338 
236 
242 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



67.9 

64.8 

99.5 
96.7 

99.5 

4.4 
92.3 
64.3 
66.5 



Rank** 



SAM SOM 



r^i!!"»oH y r 0f A9rpem€, V The «***r of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the statement 

: •* -tts/sffii. .„„., .... ,. „,„„„„, „„„,.„. 

p 1tem Included In 1985 survey only. 9 
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Table _ 

Frequency ami Rank Order of 'nterest In Oedslons About Parent Involvement 
t<<*pared By Income levels 



Decisions 
(Total N-3103)* 



I, Amount of homework assigned. 
? , Chooslnq classroom discipline methods. 
3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning materials. 
Placlnq my children In Special Education, 
fvaluatlng my child's progress. 
Hiring principal and teachers. 
7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their Job. 
n. Deciding what's most Important for the school budget. 

9. Firing principal and teachers. 

10. Having more "ulUcultural/blllngual education In the 
school. 

11. Making school desegregation plans. 
I?. Setting school behavior rules. 

13. Setting school rules for grading and passing chllr'-en.d 
M. Helping the school decide what to teach and how. d 



Below 15.000 
(N»348) 



Frequency 
of Inter 
est 0 



306 
296 
272 
278 
321 
217 
285 
242 
190 
270 

231 
284 

281 

230 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



89.2 

87.3 

78.8 

81.3 

93.3 

64.2 

82.8 

71.0 

55.4 

77.8 

68.3 
82.8 
81.7 
66.9 



Rank 



2 
3 
7 
6 
1 
12 
4 
9 
13 
8 

10 

4 

5 
11 



Between 15,000 and 25,000 
(N-259) ' 



F requency 
of Inter 
est 0 



210 
209 
171 
184 
240 
119 
187 
145 
84 
157 

144 

215 
193 
127 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



81.4 

81.3 
66.5 
71.9 
93.8 
46.3 
72.5 
56.4 
32.8 
61.3 

57.1 
84.6 
75.7 
49.8 



Rank 



3 
4 

8 
7 
1 

12 
6 

11 

13 
9 

10 

2 

5 
14 



jjN-Number of parents responding to Individual Item 



Over 2b ,000 
(H071) 



Frequency 
of Inter 
est 0 



321 
312 
256 
297 
339 
165 
271 
252 
152 
203 

226 
304 
244 
197 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



86.5 
84.8 
69.2 
81.1 
91.6 
44.7 
73.0 
67.9 
41.2 
55.0 

61.6 
82.4 
6b. 9 
53.2 



K ank 



2 
3 
7 
5 
1 

13 
6 
8 

14 

11 

10 
4 

y 

12 



calculating the percentage. 
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ERIC best copy available 



fable 

Frequency and Rank Order or Interest In Parent Involved Roles 
Co*>ared by Income 



Roles 
(Total N«3lOJ) a 


8c 


low 15.000 
(N-348) 




Between 15,000 and 25,000 
(W'259) 


Over 25,000 
(H«37I) 


Frequency 
of Inter- 
est 0 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)^ 


Rank 


Frequency 
of Inter- 
est" 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 


Rank 


Frequency 
0\ Inter- 
est 0 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 0 


Rank 


1- Paid School Staff - work In the school as mi *IHp, r roni 
educator . assistant teacher xcclctxnt I ihr>r i >n Mtl A- 
Jobs. 


266 


76.7 


6 


163 


64.2 


7 


?05 


55.7 


7 


2. School Program Supporter - comlnq to the school in K etd 
in events; for example, chaoeronlna a nartv nr rioiH »»- in 
taking tickets at a fund-raising dinner, or such activities. 


308 


88.5 


4 


220 


86.3 


3 


324 


87.8 


3 


3. Home lutor - helplnq your chlldre i at homo with «rhnni wtrrf , 
or othpr enticat Innal jv*tl«#ltloc 


320 


92.5 


1 


235 


92.2 


2 


342 


92.7 


2 


1- Audience - supporting your child In school, for example 
hy going to schol performances, baking for bake sales, 
responding to notices from the school, etc. 


313 


90.2 


2 


236 


92.9 


] 






1 


5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials to 
ask lor changes in rules or practices In the school or 
school system. 


270 


78.3 


5 


183 


71.8 


5 


283 


76.5 


5 


6. Co-learner - qolnq to classes or wnrkOinp* with i r * r hcr- 
anri principals where everyone learns more about children 
and education. 


306 


89.0 


3 


210 


81.7 


4 


289 


78.1 


4 


/. Decision Maker - belnq on an advUnry hn,rH » ,, hw , 

contnittee, or governing board; or by giving your opinions 
to these boards or committees. 


259 


75.3 


? 


17! 


66.5 


6 


276 


74.6 


6 


n numner of parents responding to Individual Item. 















w r rp.quency of Interes 
c Adjusted Frequency = 
ating the percentage. 
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lahle 

Frequency and Kan* Order of fartl clp.t Ion <„ Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared By Income levels 



Activities 
(lotal NOl03) a 



Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, 
librarian, teacher aide, cafeteria help, etc! 

?. Helping children with homework. 

1. Visiting the school to see what Is happening. 

«. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 

Going to classes at the school which help you teach 
your children at home. 



Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck 
suppers, fund raising, etc. 

Helping teachers with classroom learning activities 
for example, story telling, reading, math games, etc. 

Helping In the school, for example, the library, reading 
center, playground, lunchroom, nurse's office, etc 

Going with children and teachers on school field trips 
or picnics, or to parties. P 

10. Going to workshops or other such educational activities 
for parents at the school. UK 

I. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 




»H-Numher of parents responding to Individual Item — 

«r„, Rank. T PH-,a kP Part Ho'st an5 ttJSPl^tSS^ ^ " Uh "»"«"' <*' »" caku.aUn, the percentage. 
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o BEST COPY AVAILABLE 

ERIC 



Table 

Frequency ami ft«* Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared By Income Levels 




Activities 
(Tntal H»3103)* 



2. Taking part in PTA meetings. 

13. Planning the school budget. 

14. Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. 

15. Helping children learn with materials at home, for 
example, games, magazines, boobs, etc. 

16. Taking children to places of interest, for example, 
museums, libraries, art galleries, etc. 

17. Working to Improve the schools through community groups 
like neighborhood associations, church orqanlzatfons 
llll AC, NAACP, etc. 

lfl. Helping decide how well school programs work {like 
lltle I, follow Through, CSAA, etc.) 

19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant 
teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc. 

20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do 
their Johs. 

21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals. 



Frequency 
of Partic 
Ipation 0 



260 
141 
158 
288 

258 

183 

154 
145 
153 
127 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)^ 



76.7 
47.5 
54.1 

85.7 

77.5 
60.8 

52.6 
50.3 
52.8 
46.0 



Rank<* 



TPM 



TPL 



Frequency 
of Partic 
Ipation 0 



175 
24 

25 
199 

172 

85 

46 

23 
32 
16 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



68.9 
11.3 
12.8 
82.9 

69.4 

38.5 

23.1 
11.3 
18.0 
9.6 



Rank 0 * 



TPM 



TPL 



Frequency 
of Partic 
ipation 0 



303 
76 
51 

297 

270 
142 

60 
47 
36 
15 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



82.6 
25.2 
20.7 
86.1 

77.8 

44.8 

23.1 
15.8 
15.1 
7.3 



*N=Numbcr of parents responding to individual item. — 



Rank* 1 



1PM 



TPL 



5 
3 
2 
1 
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CObA VAVTVSrF 



Table 



Fretfuency and Kan* Order cf Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared By Income levels 



Activities 
(Total N»3103) a 



Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's 
progress. 

?3. Giving Ideas to the school board or school administration 
for making changes. 

?4. Going to meeting of the school board. 



Below 15.000 
(N-348) 



Frequency 
of Partic- 
ipation* 



302 
142 
1/0 



Adjusted 

Frequency 
(Percent)C 



89.3 
46.9 
53.8 



Rank 0 * 



TPH 



TPi 



Between 15,000 and 25,000 
(N-259) 



Frequency 
of Partlc 
1patlon b 



223 
49 
62 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)* 



Rank<* 



TPH 



88.1 
22.1 
25.8 



TPI 



Over 25,000 
(N*37l) 



F requency 
of Partlc 
Ipatlon** 



334 
89 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent;* 



92.8 
28.2 
26.4 



*H-Number of parents responding to Individual Item 

rAHi^TpH y r° f ParUc| P f a lu Uon 3 Th * "«*er of parens probably taking part In activities sometimes or often 



Rank'* 



TPH 



TPI 
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Table 



Freguency and „nk Order of Ijr^jent Vlth Suggestions About Parent Involvement 

compared By Income levels 



Suggestions 
(Total N*3!03)" 



t. Sending more Information to parents about ways they could 
he Involved. ' 

?. Maklnq parents feel more welcome In the school. 

3- Helping parents to better understand t*»e subjects being 
tauqht. 7 

4. Having Informal meetings or activities where parents and 
school staff can get to know each other better. 

5. AsMnq parents In what ways they would like to be Involved. 

6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with their 
enf I oren . 

/. Helping student understand that having their parents 
Involved Is Important. 

n. Giving parents more tnWmatlon about children's success 
«n school . 

9. Planning more school activities at times when working 
parents can come. * 

l0 " ?ea V cK rP dCtMUeS wMch ,nc,ude children, parents and 



*N-hNimber of parents responding to Individual ft< 
"Frequency of Aoreemenr. = Th» ...-j, , . _ . 



Below 15,000 
(N-348) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment D 



317 
318 

3IS 

302 
310 

321 

324 

311 

317 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 



93.5 
94.1 

93.2 

90.1 
92.5 

94.4 

95.3 
91.5 
93.2 



Rank 



9 
6 

2 

1 

8 

5 



Between 


15,000 and 25,000 
(N=259) 


Over 25,000 
(N=37!) 


Frequenc) 
of Agree- 
ment D 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 


Rank 


Frequenc) 
of Agree- 
ment 0 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)* 


Rank 




94.2 


I 


327 


89.1 


6 


242 


94.2 


1 


338 


92.1 


3 


234 


Ql 4 


0 


333 


90.7 


4 


224 


R7 7 


7 


306 


83.6 


9 


236 


91.8 


5 


315 


86.1 


8 


236 


92.2 


3 


171 

Jc I 


o/. / 


7 


237 


91.9 


4 


337 


92.1 


3 


244 


94.2 


1 


343 


93.5 


2 


240 


93.0 


2 


344 


93.7 


1 


237 


91.9 


4 


332 


90.5 


5 



parents responding favorably to the Individual 



suggestion with missing data excluded In calculating the percentage. 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Vhy Parents 
Become less Involved at High School 
Compared by Income 



Reasons 
(Total N»3103) a 



I- Parents may not understand some of the courses taken | n 
high school. 

?. The schools are too far away. 

3. Ihere are too many teachers to talk to. 

4. Tpachers don't ask parents to be Involved In school as 
much. 

5. Parents do not have time to be Involved In school 
activities and work at the same time. 

6. Children do not want their parents Involved when they 
get to high school. 

Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 

8. There are not as wany parent/teacher conferences. 

There are not as many PTA activities for high school 
parents. 

10. High school principals do not encourage parent Involvement 
In the school. 



Below 15.000 
(N-348) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
went 0 



295 

143 

175 
237 

208 

227 

249 

237 
242 

211 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



88.6 

43.9 

53.7 
72.3 

62.8 

69.8 

76.9 
73.6 
74.5 

64.7 



Rank 



10 
9 
5 

8 

6 

2 
4 

3 

7 



8etween 15,000 and 25,000 
(N-259) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
rnent 0 



218 

57 
65 
162 

103 

124 

166 
150 
138 

129 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



Rank 



88.6 

23.2 
26.6 
66.1 

42.0 

51.0 

68.0 
62.5 
58.5 

54.0 



10 
9 
3 



2 
4 

5 

6 



Over 25,000 
(N071) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
went 0 



312 

95 
102 
247 

119 

172 

172 
199 
204 

165 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)*"- 



86.0 

26.5 
28.4 
69.0 

33.2 

46.2 

48.3 
57.5 
59. 5 

49.3 



Rank 



10 
9 

2 

8 

7 

6 
4 

3 



£N-Niiint>cr of parents responding to Individual Item 

rAHl«er n H y r° f A9reemen t l " Tne numher of Parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the reason 
Adjusted frequency . The percent of parents responding favorably 9 ^ & | n d?vldual ^ ^{h missing data excluded In calculating the percentage. 
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Table _ 

frequency and Rank Order of hqr^mmt wIik c> > 



Statements 
(Total NOI03)* 



iistiis: - 9 " e - ,de,s abB " 1 «y ch«.-r«r 

r X^SK* bB ,B Parents .nvo.ved 

r i?5X5r eno,,9h to do wUhnut " S ° to - k 

<• Teachers need t„ * tra.nerf for „ nr)(|ng ^ 

E WSj^" ^ N~U «nvo,ved 

' 6 ' SIS^;;,;^ ahoot class- 

' feel at ease when , v | s l t the school. 

| fl - i«^iK2Bi , ra t 5r- ii,,,i 

' *. not have enough tr»,„,„, lo heIp ^ ^ 
10. » shn,„ d make SI|re lhat „ y ch||dren ^ theJr howwr)( 

|M. VorMn, parents do not have Ma* to he ,nvo,ved ,„ schoo, 
jJfHNimber of respondents. 



1982 Survey 
(**2083) 



frequency 
of Agree 
went 0 

1983 



852 



466 



M88 
1124 



1908 



1886 
1056 



705 
2015 



1985 Survey 
(N-1020) 



Adjusted 

Frequency 
(Percent )c J 

95.5 



41.5 



Rankd 



22.6 



71.4 
55.4 



93.2 



91.6 
51.2 



34.6 
97.2 



j frequency 
of Agree- 
went** 



948 



u, respondents. 1 I I I 

'frequency of Agreement '* Th* h 



All Parents 
(NOI03) 



Adjusted 
frequency 
(Percent)c 



94.7 



Prequenc 
of Agree 
mentb 


y Adjusted 
- frequency 


Ranfcd 


(Percent)c 


SAM SOU 


2961 


96.2 


4 


1463 


47.9 




845 


27.8 


2 


2205 


17 7 




1831 


60.6 




2856 


93.7 




2792 


91.3 




1530 


49.3 


5 [ 


1037 


34.1 


4 


3001 


97.4 3 




297 


29.4 


3 J 



ng d.t. exc.uded In calculating the percentage. 
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SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES 
COMPARED BY INCOME (MEANS) 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Income Level 





Statements 




BELOW 15,000 
(N=348) 


BETWEEN 15,000 and 
25,000 (N=259) 


OVER 25,000 
(N=371) 




(Total N=3103)a 




SDC 


Rank** 




SD C 


Rank d 




SDC 


Rankd 










SAM 


SDM 




SAM 


SDM 




SAM 


SDM 


1. 


Teachers should give me Ideas about helping my 
children with homework. 


3.532 




3 




3.572 


.555 


3 




3.476 


.625 


5 




2. 


Teachers should be in charge of getting parents 

involvpri in thp crhnnl 

"■»u i f cu III l# ■ IC 3l»IIUUI. 


3.038 


.756 






2,696 


.839 






2.515 


.802 






3. 


Teachers have enough to do without also havlnq to 
work with parents. 


2.605 


.931 






2.150 


4.872 




4 


2.063 


.796 




4 


4. 


Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 


3.060 


.791 






2.787 


.792 






2.871 


.780 






5. 


Principals should be in charge of getting parents 
involved in the school 


3.003 


.709 






2.774 


.799 






2.776 


.782 






6. 


I want teachers to send more Information home about 
classroom learning activities. 


3.443 


.532 


5 




3.396 


.605 


5 




3.278 


.660 






7. 


I usually feel at ease when I visit the school. 


3.228 


.649 






3.243 


.701 






3.289 


.704 






8. 


I have a hard time teaching some skills to my 
children like reading, math, and writing. 


2.735 


.953 






2.372 


5.852 




5 


2.202 


.838 




5 


9. 


I do not have Pnniinh fTaintnn fn holn m9 U ~~t* i 

* vr nx/b ciiuuyn training to neip maKe school 
decisions. 


2.536 


.925 






7138 


3.792 




3 


1.846 


.752 




3 


10. 


I should make sure that my children do their 
homework. 

dumber of respondents 


3.663 


.548 


1 




3.754 


.491 


1 




3.732 


.571 


2 





c cn cILa a1 I I," Tour -Pomt scale of 1 strong y 
L SD=Standard deviation 

e f? r R 4 Rk i' SAM=Stronglfy agree most, SDM=strong1y disagree 
e Item included in 1985 survey only 



disagree) to 4 (strongly agree) 
most 



ERIC 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Income Level 



Statements 
(Total N=3103)a 




BELOW 15,000 
(N=348) 


BETWEEN 15,000 and 
25,000 (N=259) 


OVER 25,000 
(N=371) 




SDC 


Ra 


nk<J 


■ Xb 


SD C 


Rank d 


X b 


snc 


Rankd 








SAM 


SDM 




SAM 


SDM 


SAM 


SDM 


11. Working parents do not have time to be Involved In 
school activities. 6 


2.532 


.957 






2.105 


2.839 




o 

c 


1.775 


.745 




2 


12. I would help my children more with homework If I 
knew what to do. 


3.217 


.771 






3.055 


.720 






2.777 


.818 






13. I should have the final word In decisions about my 
children's education. 


3.099 


.771 






2.840 


.864 






2.825 


.886 






14. I cooperate with my children's teachers. e 

15. I should be responsible for getting more Involved In 
my children's school. 


3.491 
3.376 


.557 
.584 


4 




3.549 
3.392 


.579 
.694 


4 




3.621 
3.534 


.508 
.571 


3 
4 




16. I want to spend time helping my children get tne best 
education. 6 


3^654 


.488 


2 




3.704 


.474 


2 




3.749 


.459 


1 




17. I have little to do with my children's success In 
school . 


2.253 


1.087 




1 


1.619 


.802 




1 


1.439 


.624 




1 


18. Parents should take part more In school decisions. 6 

9. School districts chmilH Ml i.. c i _ . » 

J u ii.il 5'iouia maKe rules for Involvlno, 

parents. 6 * 


3.367 
3.070 


.626 
.763 






3.289 
2.784 


.577 
.851 






3.301 
2.733 


.647 
.859 






20. I should help evaluate my children's teachers and 
principal. 6 

J N=Number of respondents 


3.125 


.782 


L 




2.794 


.859 






2.775 


.920 







c S^UnK^iaH™ 9 3 f ° Ur - p0,nt SCa ' C ° f 1 (str °""* d, »^> * « («t~fl, agree) 



_ »x.,,g^ UM 

e nl R ?^i H A H = 4 Str ?H^ y a9ree most » SDK=strongly disagree most 
e Item Included In 1985 srrvey only 



0 

ERIC 
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502 



Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest In Decisions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Income Level 



Decisions 
(Total N=3103)a 


BE 


10W 15,000 
(N=348) 


BETWEEN 15,000 and 
25,000 (N=259) 


OVER 25,000 
(N=371) 


Xb 


SD C 


Rank 




SDC 


Rank 


Xb 


SD C 


Rank 


1. 


Amount of homework assigned. 


4.437 


.718 


3 


4.360 


.911 


2 


4.375 


.893 


2 


2. 


Choosing classroom discipline methods. 


4.451 


.781 


2 


4.335 


.913 


3 


4.340 


.986 


3 


3. 


Selecting school textbooks and other learning 
materials. 


4.130 


.901 


8 


3.848 


1 120 

1 » 1CU 


o 
o 


Q QQA 


1 1 0A 


7 


4. 


Placing my children in Special Education. 


4.158 


1.049 


6 


4.098 


1.202 


5 


4.311 


1.147 


4 


5. 


Evaluating how well my children are learning. 


4.648 


.667 


1 


4.652 


.703 


1 


4.559 


.708 


1 


6. 


Hiring principal and teachers. 


3.757 


1.151 


13 


? 99fi 






3.225 


1.370 


13 


7. 


Evaluating how well principals and teachers do 
their job. 


4.244 


.912 


5 


3.942 


1.226 


7 


3.933 


1.182 


6 


o« 


Deciding what's most Important for the school budget. 


4.015 


1.016 


10 


3.580 


1.180 


10 


3.822 


1.139 


8 


9. 


Firing principal and teachers. 


3.478 


1.265 


14 


c. SCO 


1 11A 

im O0*» 


1 A 

14 


3.100 


1.363 


14 


10. 


Haying more multicultural/bilingual education in the 
school. 


4.133 


1.042 


7 


3.711 


1.266 


9 


3.412 


1.429 


11 


11. 


Making school desegregation plans. 


3.831 


1.195 


12 


3.567 


1.324 


11 


3.640 


1.389 


10 


12. 


Setting school behavior rules. 




.973 




4.240 
















4.259 


4 


1.007 


4 


4.111 


1.041 


5 


13. 


Setting school rules for grading and passing 
children. 0 


4.061 


1.001 


9 


4.024 


1.146 


6 


3.741 


1.291 


9 


14. 

1 N=4 


Helping the school decide what to teach and how.d 
lumber of respondents 


3.892 


1.189 


11 


3.431 


1.264 


12 


3.376 


1.362 


12 



c sSnS^aK 9 3 f,,e - P ° 1nt S " ,e °' 1 (def, " lte " "« «•*«•«) to 5 (definitely interested) 
Item included in 1985 survey only 

ERIC 



504 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest In Parent Involvement Role- 
Compared by Income Level 



Roles 
(Total N=3103)a 



!• Paid School Staff - work In the school as an aide, 
parent educator, assistant teacher, assistant 
librarian, or other jobs. 

2 * School Program Supporter - coming to the school to 
assist in events; for example, chaperoning a party 
or field trip, taking tickets at a fund-raising 
dinner, or such activities. 

3. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with 
school work or other educational activities. 

4. Audience - supporting your child In school, for 
example, by going to school performances, baking for 
bake sales, responding to notices from the school 
etc. 

5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other 
officials to ask for changes In rules or practices 
1n the school or school system. 

6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with • 
teachers and principals where everyone learns more 
about children and education. 

7. Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a 
school committee, or governing board; or by glvlnq 
your opinions to these boards or committees. 



BELOW 15,000 
(N=348) 



4.003 
4.287 

4.590 
4.432 

4.200 
4.305 
4.099 



SDC 



.996 
.864 

.726 
.747 

.978 
.849 
1.008 



Rank 



BETWEEN 15,000 and 
25,000 (N=259) 



Xb 



3.689 
4.310 

4.612 
4.598 

3.937 
4.233 
3.751 



SD C 



1.334 
.953 

.775 
.757 

1.138 
1.038 
1.228 



Rank 



OVER 25,000 
(N=371) 



Xb 



SD C 



J 



3.31C 
4.336 

4.634 
4.799 



4.103 



4.078 



3.995 



j* N=Number of respondents — — 

c SwSra5i.5lr ' f,VC " P ° ,nt St3,e ° f 1 «*""«•'» «) to 5 (definite!, interested, 



1.457 
.995 

.769 
.509 

1.070 
1.110 
1.171 



ERIC 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Income Level 





Activities 
(Total N=3103i a 




BELOW 
(N=3 


15,000 
48) 


BETWEEN 15,000 and 
25,000 (N=259) 


OVER 25,000 
(N=371) 






SDC 


RANK** 


x b 


SDC 


RANKd 


X b 


SD C 


RANK d 










TPM 


TPL 




TPM 


TPL 




TPM 


TPL 


1. 


Working as full time paid staff, for example, 
uedcner, iiDrarian, teacner aide, cafeteria help, 
etc. 


2.534 


1.164 






1.953 


1.216 






1.909 


1.242 






2. 


Helping children with homework. 


3.441 


.850 


1 




3.362 


.993 


3 




3.347 


1 048 


3 




3. 


Visiting the school to see what Is happening. 


3.350 


.779 


3 




3.270 


.798 


5 




3.445 


.697 


2 




4. 


Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 


3.333 


.714 


4 




3.504 


.751 


1 




3.767 


.501 


1 




5. 


Going to classes at the school which help you teach 
your children at home. 


2.803 


1.034 






2.548 


1.196 






2.464 


1.144 






6. 


Helping with school activities such as coffees, 
pot-luck suppers, fund raising, etc. 


2.954 


1.124 






2.724 


1.140 






3.069 


1.C61 






7. 


Helping teachers with classroom learning activities, 
for example, story telling, reading, math games, etc. 


2.450 


1.163 






1.991 


1 lot 

1. 181 






2.087 


1.188 






8. 


Helping In the school, for example thp Hhrarv 
reading center, playground, lunchroom, nurse's 
office, etc. 


O A 1 A 

£.414 


1.232 






1.794 


1.109 






1.991 


1.194 






9. 


Going with children and teachers on school field 
trips or picnics, or to parties. 


2.694 


1.164 






2.242 


1.130 






2.559 


1.189 






° N=Number of respondents 



















c sSSZin^ 9 3 f °" r - p0lnt SC3,e 0f 1 ( — take P»»> *• * (•«- «. part) 
d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Income Level 



Activities 




BELOW 15,000 
(N=348) 


BETWEEN 15,000 and 
25,000 (N=259) 


OVER 25,000 
(N=371) 


fTnfal N-QinQlc) 
\IOtdl N-olUO/ a 




SDC 


RANK d 




SDC 


RANK d 


Xb 


SD C 


RANK d 








TDM 

1 r r 


TDI 

1 PL 




TPM 


TPL 




TPM 


TPL 


10. Going to workshops or other such educational 
activities for parents at the school. 


9 AQ1 


1.244 






9 1 70 
£ . WO 


1 ICQ 

1. loo 






2.263 


1.090 






11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 


2.395 


1.205 






1.935 


1.132 






2.108 


1.148 






12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 


3.088 


1.045 






2.921 


1.045 






3.300 


.882 


5 




13. Plannino thp crhnnl hiirinof 


2.212 


1.188 




2 


1.418 


.812 




3 


1.751 


1.078 




5 


14. Helping to plan what will be taught 1 n school. 


2.428 


1.286 






1.418 


.812 






1.606 


.991 




4 


15. Helping children learn wlttj materials at home, for 
example, games, magazines, books, etc. 


3.265 


.870 






3.283 


.912 


4 




3.336 


.897 


4 




iu. lOMiiy cniiaren 10 places of interest, for example 
museums, libraries, art galleries, etc. 


3.033 


1.025 






2.871 


1.087 






3.092 


1.007 






17 • Workino to imnrovp thp crhnnic f hroimk r n „ „ 

r» vri rx 1 ^ uu I'l^iuTc bLiioois tnrougn conuiunlty 

groups like neighborhood associations, church organi- 
zations, LULAC, NAACP, etc. 


2.558 


1.149 






9 non 








2.372 


1.240 






18. Helping decide how well school Droarams work fnto 
Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.) 


i, 000 


1.146 






1.643 


.989 






1.750 


1.041 






19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assis- 
tant teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc. 

J N=Number of respondents 


2.340 

. 


1.308 




5 


1.368 


.835 




2 


1.458 


.965 




3 



c SSJ^rsIi.SJn" 1 ' a four - po,nt sta,c of 1 (ncvcr takc part > *• 4 (•"- «*• p^t) 

d For Rank, TPM-take part most, TPL=take part least 



9 

ERJC 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Income Level 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals 
do their jobs. 

21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals. 

22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your 
child's progress. 

23. Giving Ideas to the school board or school adminis- 
tration for making changes. 

24. Going to meeting of the school board. 



BELOW 15,000 
(N=348) 



2.321 

2.210 
3.373 

2.300 

2.370 



SDC 



1.187 

1.304 
.784 

1.273 

1.154 



RANK** 



TPM 



TPL 



BETWEEN 15,000 and 
25,000 (N=259) 



1.528 

1.301 
3.447 

1.626 

1.717 



SDC 



1 



.975 

.742 
.914 

.970 

1.044 



j| N=Number of respondents 

« lD* a ta"„5ar5 0 ;";aU™ 9 5 ™" ° f 1 (ne,cr take t0 * «•«•» *» part) 



RANK* 1 



TPM 



w~ VJVT IUI, IUII 

0 For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 



TPL 



OVER 25,000 
(N=371) 



1.454 

1.234 
3.692 

1.877 

1.829 



SDC 



.879 

.652 
.686 

1.051 

1.080 



RANK d 



TPM 



TPL 



2 
1 



erJc 
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513 



Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Suggestions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Income Level 





Suggestions 
(Total N=3103)a 


BE 


I0W 15,000 
(N=348) 


BETWEEN 15,000 and 
25,000 (N=259) 


OVER 25,000 
(N=371) 






Xb 


SD C 


Rank 


Xb 


SD C 


Rank 


Xb 


SD C 


Rank 


1. 


Sending more Information to parents about ways they 
could be Involved. 


4.350 


.739 


9 


4.353 


.645 


9 


4.283 


.780 


8 


2. 
3. 


Making parents feel more welcome In the school. 

Helping parents to better understnd the subjects 
being taught. 


4.522 
4.408 


.645 
.666 


2 
7 


4.471 
4.473 


.656 
.719 


5 
4 


4.444 

H . OUO 


.695 

7fl> 
• /U* 


5 

C 

0 


4. 


Having informal meetings or activities where parents 
and school staff can get to know each other better. 


4.479 


.752 


4 


4.339 


.779 


10 


4.224 


RIO 


i n 

1 U 


5. 


Asking parents in what ways they would like to be 
Involved. 


4.331 


.739 


10 


4.397 


. 700 

• f \J\J 


ft 

o 


H • OUO 


• I yo 


n 
1 


6. 


Giving parents activities they can do at home with 
their children. 


4.424 


.750 


6 


4.414 


.681 


7 


4 976 
^» CI u 




o 


7. 


Helping students understand that having their 
parents involved is Important. 


4.438 


.660 


5 


4.504 


.713 


3 


4.484 


.697 


4 


8. 


Giving parents more information about children's 
success in school. 


4.574 


.689 


1 


4.580 


.614 


1 


4.529 


.660 


1 


9. 


Planninq more school artlvlfipc at t i m0f 

y j^huui u^uivuicb at times wnen 

working parents can come. 


4.400 


.805 


8 


4.523 


.673 


2 


4.496 


.716 


3 


10. 


Having more activities which include children 
parents and teachers. ' 

lumber of respondents 


4.485 


.667 


3 


4.469 


.739 


6 


4.450 


.726 


2 



« S^^*!}.??^ 3 f ' ,e - P0,nt " a,e ° f 1 (defi " ,te " "* »° rk > 5 IMIriM, wou, 



d work) 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Hhy parents 
Become Less Involved at High School Compared by Income Level 



Reasons 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken in 
high school. 

2. The schools are too far away. 

3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 

4. Teachers don't ask parents to be Involved In school as 
much. 

5. Parents do not have time to be involved In school 
activities and work at the same time. 

6. Children do ",ot want their parents Involved when they 

7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 

8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 

'. There are not as many PTA activities for hlqh school 
parents. 

0. High school principals do not encourage parent involve- 
ment in the school. 



BELOW 15,000 
(N=348) 



3.366 

2.497 
2.635 
2.963 

2.722 

2.908 
2.991 
2.904 
3.003 

2.804 



SDC 



.722 

.851 
.880 
.915 

.935 

.967 
.881 
.828 
.880 

.904 



Rank 



10 
9 
4 



BETWEEN 15,000 and 
25,000 (N=259) 



3.244 

2.195 
2.156 
2.759 

2.449 

2.527 
2.799 
2.783 
2.708 

2.619 



jj ]1=Number of respondents 

c Sta n nS o s::;» t u ;;;! 9 a four - po, " t sca,c of 1 (st ™^ ««•*«> *• « it-*, a 9ree) 



SD C 



.692 

.830 
.827 
.851 

.884 

.883 
.854 
.820 
.843 

.866 



Rank 



1 

9 
10 
4 

8 

7 
2 
3 
5 



OVER 25,000 
(N=371) 



Xb 



3.121 

2.178 
2.173 
2.827 

2.226 

2.459 
2.478 
2.616 
2.676 

2.570 



SDC 



.730 

.809 
.761 
.787 

.831 

.885 
.883 
.823 
.829 

.872 



Rank 



1 

9 

10 

2 

8 

7 
6 
4 
3 



516 



517 



V 



SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES 
COMPARED BY YEAR OF SURVEY (PERCENT) 
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ERIC 



CObA VAvirvcrs 



Table 

rrequwicy and ft.nk Order of Aq r *«~.f ,» k 

vement 



Statements 
(Total ^3103)* 



1982 Survey 
(W-2083) 



| * ,cw ^'"th IIychlMren . J teachers.e 

r i-KlS.?" - t "" C he, "«"' * chHCren 9et the best 

Parent, Snou , d take part ^ ^ § 

J; ;^ ,d,$ — for ,„,o,. n9pareBt$ . e 
| ir?X d M ,P eVa ' Uat,f ** ch,, -^'» teacher, and 



JFrequi 
of Agree 
ment b 



1394 



1955 



US 



Adjusted 
frequency 
Percent) 



1985 Survey 
(IM020) 



Ranfcd 



l<" Agree- iFrequency I 
mentb ((Percent )c I 



74.3 



69.9 



95.7 



S.6 



788 



715 



985 
964 



1004 



207 
931 
704 
710 



79.0 



7!.2 



98.3 
95.7 



99.3 



20.7 
93.3 
70.5 
71.8 



£N-Niwber of respondents. 1 |_ I I I 

5^W^Sq£rr||J I!!L nU r he r of P""*"** agreeing or $t r«n„i ' i ~ L ~ 

,nc,u ^ »" !98Vsu7 ey X SDN*stron 9 !y D($igrec ^ «• '"dividual statement with m ^ ng daU 



AM Parents 
(N«3!03) 



frequency Adjusted 
of Agree- Frequency 
merit* |(|>ercent)c 



2287 



2109 



75.9 



70.3 



985 j 98.3 
2919 95.7 



1004 



99.3 



calculating the percentage. 
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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cow v/.vifv'srh 

Table 

Frequency .nd Rank Order of Mterest In nec.slons About P.rent Involvement 
Compared fljr Tear of Survey 



Ore Is Ions 
(Tntal NOI03)* 



1. Amount of homework assigned. 

2. Chnoslnq classroom discipline methods. 

3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning materials. 
I. Placing my children In Special Education. 

5. Evaluating my child's progress. 

6. Miring principal and teachers. 

7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their Job. 
fl. Oecldlng what's mnst Important for the school budget. 

9. Firing principal and teachers. 

10. Having more multicultural/bilingual education In the 
schnol . 

11. Making schonl desegregation plans. 
I?. Setting school behavior rules. 

13. Setting school rules for grading and passing children. <* 
M. Helping the school decide what to teach and how.d 



1982 Survey 
(N-2083) 



Frequency 
of Inter- 
est 0 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) 



1S89 
1590 
1434 
1366 
1571 
1004 
1442 
133S 
896 
1076 

1236 
1652 



77.2 

82.4 

69.7 

66.6 

76.7 

49.0 

70.2 

65.2 

43.6 

52.6 

61.3 
80.9 



Rank 



4 

11 

5 
8 
12 
10 

9 

2 



1985 Survey 
(IM020) 



Frequency 
of Inter- 
est 0 



870 

854 

727 

793 

939 

524 

776 

666 

446 

657 

624 
831 
748 

576 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



85.8 

84.9 

71.7 

78.9 

92.8 

52.1 

76.5 

65.9 

41.2 

64.9 

62.6 
82.5 
74.1 
57.0 



Rank 



2 
3 
8 
5 
1 

13 
6 
9 

14 

10 

11 
4 

7 
12 



«N-Niimber of parents responding to Individual Item. ~ — . t _ 

5«jW interested or definitely Interested In the decision 

"rte* Included In 1985 sl^Tty '"PomMi* favorably to the Individual decision with mhslng da"ta excluded In 



All Parents 
(NOI03) 



Frequency 
of Inter- 
est 0 



2459 

2544 

2161 

2159 

2510 

1528 

2218 

2001 

1342 

1733 

1860 
2483 
748 

576 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



S0.1 
83.2 
70.4 
70.7 
82.1 
50.0 
72.3 
65.4 
43.8 
56.7 

61.7 
81.4 
74.1 

57.0 



Rank 



4 

1 

8 
7 
2 

13 
6 
9 

!4 

1? 

10 
3 
5 
II 



calculating the percentage. 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order oT Interest In Parent Involvepent Roles 
Compared by year of Survey 



Roles 
(fotal N*3l03) a 



3. 
4. 



^ISEiKLStifl - work In the school aV an aide, paVenT 
jobs K?Tsl » nl teacher, assistant librarian, or other 

School^ Program Supporter - coming to the school to assist 
in events; for exampTe, chaperoning a party or field trio 
taking tickets at a fund-raising dinner, or such activities. 

Home Tutor - helping your children at home with school work 
or oilier educational activities. 

£! d Ji"E£ - supporting your child In school, for example, 
by going tc schol performances, baking for bake sales 
responding to notices from the school, etc. 

Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials to 
ask for changes In rules or practices In the school or 
school system. 

^earner - going to classes or workshops with teachers 

!h 5 * ere ever * one "ore about children 

and education. 

Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a school 
SS^ri e ^^!: d; 0r b > ^vlng your opinions 



to these boards or committees! 
a H- Number of parents responding to Individual Item. 



1982 Survey 
(H«20B3) 



F requency 
of Inter- 
est 0 



1159 

186S 

1849 
1981 

1623 

1614 

1556 



Adjusted 
frequency 
(Percent )< 



56.8 

91.3 

90.5 
96.9 

79.1 

78.5 

75.8 



Rank 



1985 Survey 
(N* 1020) 



of Inter 
est 0 



565 



934 



948 



760 



840 



731 



All Parents 
(NO103) 



y Adjusted 
- Frequency 
(Percent) 0 


Rank 


Frequency 
of Inter- 
est 0 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 


Rank 


65.8 


7 


1824 


59. B 


7 


87.7 


3 


2753 


90.1 


3 


92.5 


2 


2783 


91.2 


2 


93.9 


1 


2929 


95.9 


1 


75.1 


5 


2383 


77.8 


5 


82.9 


4 


2454 


80.0 


4 


72.2 

1 


6 


2287 


74.6 


6 



h r 7 CHl> respwioing t0 individual Item. — 
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fcbte _ 

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared By Year of Survey 



Activities 
(lotal N-3103)* 



. Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, 
librarian, teacher aloe, cafeteria help, etc. 

?. Helping children with homework. 

3. Visiting the school to see what Is happening. 

4. Going to M open house" or special programs at school. 

5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach 
your children at home. 

6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck 
suppers, fund raising, etc. 1 

7. Helping teachers with classroom learning activities 
for example, story telling, reading, math games, etc. 

Helping In the school, for example, the library, reading 
center, playground, lunchroom, nurse's office, etc. 

9. Going with children and teachers on school field trips 
or picnics, or to parties. 

10. Going to workshops or other such educational activities 
for parents at the school. " 

11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 



1982 Survey 
(H«2083) 



Frequency 
of Partlc 
patlon 0 



475 

1895 
1891 
1986 
704 

1736 

819 

878 

1503 

990 

1130 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



25.2 

94.9 

92.7 
97.3 
55.1 

86.0 

45.4 

46.4 

75.3 
61.0 
57.4 



Rankd 



TPH 



TPl 



1985 Survey 
(N=1020) 



Frequency 
of Partic- 
ipation^ 



372 

779 
877 
933 
444 

664 

375 
350 
548 
415 
371 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



43.4 

85.4 
88.7 
92.9 
60.7 

69.4 

42.5 

38.7 
56.5 
50.7 
40.9 



Rank* 



TPH 



TPt 



^-Number of parents responding to Individual Item " ' — — ^— 

«l.r ««*, im-Me r.rt HM M tn'SH r.' t K ' .ctl.lt, .lu „,„,,,, a.t, ,„ „,„,„ 



All Parents 
(NO103) 



Frequency 
of Partlc. 
I pat lon° 



847 

2674 
2768 
2919 
I14t; 

2400 

1194 

1228 
2051 
1405 
1501 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



30.9 

92.0 
91.4 

95.8 
57.2 

80.7 

44.5 

43.9 

69.2 

57.5 

52.2 



Rank** 



TPH TPl 



Ing the percentage. 



ERLC 
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Table 

Frequency and Rank Order of f^rtlclpatlon In Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared By rear of Survey 



Activities 
(Total H-3103)* 



12. TaMng p?;/t In PTA meetings. 

13. manning the school budget. 

14. Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. 

15. Helping children learn with Materials at home, for 
example, games, magazines, books, etc. 

16. Taking children to places of Interest, for example, 
wisetims, libraries, art galleries, etc. 

17. Working to Impijve the schools through co-unity groups 
like neighborhood associations, church organizations/ 
UNAC« NAACP, etc. 

18. Helping decide how well school programs work (like 
Title I, follow Through, CSAA, etc.) 

19. Viking as part time paid staff, for example, assistant 
teachnr, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc. 

?0. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do 



*N-Ni>mher of parents responding to individual Hem. 



1982 Survey 
(K-2083) 



Frequency 
of Partlc 
1pat1on b 



1738 
485 
299 

1715 

1702 
929 

476 

309 
275 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)* 



85.7 
26.4 
16.9 
85.6 

84.7 

49.4 

26.0 
16.4 
15.4 



Rank* 



TPM 



TPL 





1985 Survey 
(H»102O) 




All Parents 
(H-3103) 


Frequency 
of Partlc- 
Ipatlonb 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
( Percent )C 


Rank* 


Frequency 
of Partlc- 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )C 


Ran 


TPM 


TPL 


lpatlon b 


TPH 


750 


75.8 




p 


2494 


82.4 


~5 


251 


29.7 




3 


736 


27.4 




243 


31.7 




4 




21.4 




810 


84.6 


5 




2526 


85.3 


4 


723 


74.8 






2425 


81.5 




424 


48.5 






1353 


49. 1 




272 


34,6 






748 


28.6 




223 


27.0 




2 


532 


19.2 




231 


31.3 




5 


506 


20.1 





TPl 

5 
4 



CAdjusted frequency . ^"percent TZ£ t.'EK nlT, \l*\% t >?J !" or often. 

-for Rank. TP^Tak? Par t ffZ WlWZlm 'Kst! " Uh " ,SS »" eluded ,„ dcul.tln,, the M rcent, V e. 



527 



528 



ERIC 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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Table 

Frequency and Rant Order of Parttclpa:ion fn Parent Involvement Activities 
Compared fly fear of Survey 



Artlvltles 
(Total NOI0.1)' 



?l. Melplnq to hire or fire teachers and principals. 

22. Going to parent/teacher conferees about your child's 
proqress. 

23. Giving Ideas to the school board or school administration 
for making changes. 

?4. Golnq to meeting of the school board. 



1982 Survey 
(N«2083) 



Frequency 
of Partic- 
ipation^ 



104 
1847 

778 

696 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )<" 



5.9 
92.1 

39.3 

34.5 



Rankd 



TPH 



IPl 



1985 Survey 
(IM020) 



Frequency 
of Partlc 
lpatlon*> 



167 
890 

291 

332 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 



24.6 
89.9 

33.3 

35.9 



Rankd 



TPH 



TPl 



All Parents 
(N=3103) 



Frequency 
of Partlc- 
Ipat lonb 



271 
2737 

1069 

1028 



Adjusted 
F requcncy 
(Percent)c 



11.0 
91.4 

37.4 

34.9 



*N=Niimbrr of parents responding to Individual Item ~* ' ' 1 1 1 1 1 



Rankd 



TPH 



TPL 



529 530 

BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



Table 



Frequency ,„d R.nk Order of *ree«e„t Kith Suctions About r.reot lovolve^nt 
Compared By year of Svrvey 



Suggestions 
(Total N-3103)* 



!• Sending more Information to parents about ways they could 
np Involved. 

?. Making parents fee! more welcome In the school. 

3. Helping parents to hetter understand the subjects being 
taught. * 

4. Having Informal meetings or activities where parents and 
srhnol ;taff can get to know each other better. 

5. AsHnq parents In what ways they would like to be Involved. 

6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with their 
chl idren, 

Helping student understand that having their parents 
Involved Is Important. 

Giving parents more Information about children's success 
In school. 

Planning more school activities at times when working 
parents can come. 

,0 * KhirJT* aCt,¥U,CS wMch ,nc,ude children, parents and 



1982 SuV'fey 



F requency 
of Agree 
ment b 



1799 

WO 
1818 

1768 

1800 
IS88 

1766 

1880 

17S0 

178S 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



88.0 

91.6 
89.2 

86.6 

88.4 

77.8 

86.7 
92.0 
85.9 
87.5 



Rank 



4 

10 
7 
I 

9 

6 



1985 Survey 
(H=!020) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment b 



920 

934 
924 

883 

891 
905 

934 

951 
933 
925 



jjN-Niimhcr of parents responding to Individual item 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 



91.5 

?3.0 
92.2 

88.1 

89.2 
90.7 

92.9 

94.6 

92.7 

91.9 



Rank 



2 
5 

10 

9 
8 

3 

1 

4 

6 



All Parents 
(N-3103) 



Frequency 
of Agree 
ment b 



2719 

2804 
2742 

2651 

2691 
2493 

2700 

2831 

2683 

2710 



Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent) c 



89.1 

92.1 
90.2 

87.1 

88.7 
82.1 

88.7 

92.9 

88.1 

8*.0 



Rank 



6 

9 

6 
1 



suggestion with missing data excluded In calculating the percentage. 
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532 



table 



f L* t. * C * V 



frequency .nd R.nk Order of Agreement «fth Reasons Why Parents 
Become less Involved at KJgh School 
Compared by Year of Survey 



Reasons 
(Total NO!03) a 



!. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken f n 
hlqh school. 

The schools are too far sway. 

3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 

4. Tnachers don't ask parents to be Involved In school as 
much. 

5. Parents do not have time to be Involved In school 
activities and work at the same time. 

6. Children do not want their parents Involved when th e v 
qnt to high schoo". 7 

/. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 

fl. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 

Thorn are not as many PTA actlv'.tles for high school 
parents. * 

l0 ' lXrSo| r,nC,Pd,S d ° enC0Ura * e Darent Involvement 



1 


982 Survey 
(N*2083) 




1985 Survey 
(N-I020) 


All Parents 
(N-3103) 


frequency 
of Agree- 
ment 0 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent)c 


Rank 


Frequency 
of Agree- 
ment 0 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent ) c 


Rank 


Frequency 
of Agree- 
ment 0 


Adjusted 
Frequency 
(Percent )c 


Rank 


1550 


78.3 


2 


856 


87.6 


1 


2406 


81.4 


1 


330 
522 
1552 


16.7 
26.5 
79.6 


9 
8 


307 
358 
669 


31.8 
37.1 
69.2 


10 
9 

2 


637 
880 
2221 


21.7 
30.0 
76.1 


10 
9 

2 


816 


41.6 


7 


452 


46.6 


8 


1268 


43.2 


8 


1163 






539 


56.1 


7 


1702 


58.4 


5 


809 
1388 
1340 


41.6 

73.0 
70.9 




614 

609 
608 


64.0 
64.6 
64.7 


5 
4 

3 


1423 
1997 
1948 


49.0 

70.2 
68.9 


7 
3 
4 


1051 


57.2 


6 


528 


56.4 


6 


1589 


57.0 


6 



jjN-Number of parents responding to Individual Item 

percent „f parents responding favorably to the Individual reason with ..Isslno data excluded 



In calculating the percentage. 
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SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES 
COMPARED BY YEAR OF SURVEY (MEANS) 



$35 



Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Year of Survey 



Statements 
(Total N=3103)a 



1. Teachers should give me Ideas about helping 
my children with homework. 

2. Teachers should be In charge of getting 
parents Involved in school. 

3. Teachers have enough to do without also 
having to work with parents. 

4. Teachers need to be trained for working 
with parents. 

5. Principals should be In charge of getting 
parents Involved In tne school. 

6. I want teachers to send more Information 
home about classroom learning activities. 

7. I usually feel at ease when I visit the 
school . 

8. I have a hard time teaching some skills to 
to my children like reading, math, and 
and writing. 

9. I do not have enough training to help make 
school decisions. 



1982 
(N=2083) 



3.387 

2.399 

2.031 

2.864 

2.607 

3.264 

3.283 

2.507 

2.236 



SDC 



.598 

.749 

.772 

.719 

.758 

.594 

.671 

.806 

.778 



Rank d 



SAM 



SDM 



jj N=Number of respondents 

« SSS^TrFSIi."^ a four " polnt sca,e of 1 (stron9 " d,sa9ree » t0 4 



1985 
(N=1020) 



3.517 

2.756 

2.285 

2.907 

2.858 

3.368 

3.255 

2.447 

2.178 



SDC 



.580 

.831 

.906 

.799 

.770 

.609 

.682 

.911 

.878 



Rank d 



SAM 



SDM 



ALL 
(N=3103) 



Xb 



3.430 

2.517 

2.114 

2.878 

2.690 

3.298 

3.274 

2.487 

2.217 



SDC 



.595 

.795 

.827 

.746 

o771 

.601 

.674 

.842 

.812 



(strongly agree) 
luded in 1985 survey only 



Rank d 



SAM 



SDM 



9 

ERIC 



536 



537 



Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Year of Survey 



Statements 
(Total N=3103)a 



10. I should make sure that my children do 
their homework. 

11. Working parents do not have time to be 
Involved In school activities. 6 

12. I would help my children more with 
homework If I knew what to do. 

13. I should have the final word In decisions 
about my children's education. 

14. I cooperate with my children's teachers. 

15. I should be responsible for getting more 
Involved In my children's school. 

16. I want to spend time h^-Dlng my children 
get the best education. 

17. I have little to do with my children's 
success In school. 

8. Parents should take part more in school 
decisions. 



1982 
(N=2083) 



3.593 



2.858 
2.903 

3.394 



.514 



SDC 



.568 



.755 
.795 

.597 



.671 



Rank** 



SAM 



SDM 



1985 
(N=1020) 



3.713 

2.133 

3.007 

2.930 

3.551 
3.439 

3.699 

1.779 

3.321 



SDC 



.540 

.904 

.800 

.849 

.553 
.590 

.482 

.926 

.627 



Rankd 



SAM 



3 
5 



SDM 



* N=Number of respondents 

c SO^ta^S^iaclon 9 3 f ° Ur " P ° int " a,e ° f 1 (Str ° ngly d1sagree > to 4 < stron ^ **™) 
e Uem^nll^dedln^urvly 3}' SDM=Str °"^ ^ 'tern Included in 1985 survey only 



ALL 
(N=3103) 



Xb 



3.632 

2.133 

2.907 

2.912 

3.551 
3.409 

3.699 

1.602 

3.321 



SDC 



.562 



.904 



.773 



.814 



.7.'8 



.595 



.482 



.774 



.627 



Rank<l 



SAM 



SDM 



538 



539 



Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with statements about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Year of Survey 



Statements 
(Total N=3103)a 



1982 
(N=2083) 



SDC 



Rankd 



SAM 



SDM 



1985 
(N=1020) 



SD C 



Rankd 



SAM SDM 



ALL 
(N=3103) 



Xb 



SD C 



SAM SDM 



19. School districts should make rules for 
involving parents. e 

20. I should help evaluate my children's 
teachers and principal. 




2.862 



2.907 



.838 
.871 



2.862 .838 



2.907 



' N=Number of respondents 

c aSLSSTSSJSlr a four " polnt sca,e of 1 (stron9,y d,sasrc " t0 4 < stron "* «™> 



.871 



540 54 * 



E rIc best c opy available 



Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of lSS^^&%iimJS^t Parent Involvement 

Compared by Year of Survey 



Decisions 
(Total N=3103)a 



Choosing classroom discipline methods. 

Evaluating how well my children are learning. 

Amount of homework assigned. 

Selecting school textbooks and other learning 
materials. 

Placing my children 1n Special Education. 
Hiring principal and teachers. 

Evaluating how well principals and teachers do 
their job. 

)ec1ding what's most Important for the school 
budget. 

Firing principal and teachers. 

Having more multicultural/bilingual educadon 
In the school. 

Making school desegregation plans. 
Setting school behavior rules. 



jj N=Number of respondents 

X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 
J SO=Standard deviation 
d Item Included in 1985 survey only 



1982 
(N=2083) 



4.225 
4.082 
4.09 
3.896 

3.900 
3.320 
3.883 

3.719 

3.192 
3.424 

3.591 
.093 



SD C 



2.020 
1.057 
1.044 
1.109 

1.184 
1.335 
1.174 

1.165 

1.364 
1.277 

.329 
.038 



Rank 



1 
4 

3 
6 

5 
11 

7 

8 

12 
10 

9 
2 



1985 
(N=1020) 



X*> 



4.377 
4.613 
4.392 
3.962 

4.203 
3.417 
4.051 

3.828 

3.152 
3.755 

3.682 



SD C 



.897 
.693 
.839 
1.052 

1.128 
1.318 
1.109 

1.115 

1.343 
1.291 

1.312 
!.013 



Rank 



3 
1 

2 
7 

4 

13 

6 



14 

10 

11 
5 



ALL 
(N=3103) 



Xb 
4.275 
4.258 
4.190 
3.918 

3.999 
3.352 
3.938 

3.755 

3.192 
3.534 

3.621 
4.125 



SD C 



.984 
.984 
.991 
1.091 

1.174 
1.330 
1.156 

1.150 

1.357 
1.291 

1.324 

'31 



Rank 



1 

2 
3 
8 

5 
13 
6 



14 

12 

10 
4 



(strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree) 



erJc 



542 



543 



Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest In Decisions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Year of Survey 



Decisions 
(Total N=3103)a 



Setting school rules for grading and passing 
children. d 

Helping the school decide what to teach and 
how. d 



1982 
(N=2083) 



SD C 



Rank 



1985 
(N=1020) 



X° 



3.932 



3.573 



SD C 



1.160 



1.298 



Rank 



12 



ALL 

(N=3103) 



3.932 



3.573 



SD C 



1.160 



1.298 



Rank 



11 



jj N=Number of respondents 

c ll%llZTATil? ' f0Ur " POlnt SCa ' e ° f 1 (Str0 " 9,y <, "» p »> * 4 (•*"-»'» ^ree) 
d Item Included 1n 1985 survey only 



545 



544 



Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest In Parent Involvement Roles Compared by 

Year of Survey 



Roles 
(Total N=3103) a 



1982 
(N=2083) 



SD C 



Rank 



1985 
(N=1020) 



SD C 



Rank 



ALL 

(N=3103) 



SD C 



Rank 



Audience - supporting your child In school, for 



example, by going to school performances, 
baking for bake sales, responding to notices 
from the school, etc. 

Home Tutor - helping your children with school 
work or other educational activities. 



School Program Supporter - coming to the school 
to assist in events; for example, chaperoning 
a party or field trip, taking tickets at a 
fund-raising dinner, or such activities. 

Advocate - meeting with school board or other 
officials to ask for changes In rules or 
practices In the school or school system. 

Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with 



4.748 



4.507 



4.475 



.588 



.866 



.859 



teachers and principals where everyone learns 
more about children and education. 

teclsion Maker - being on an advisory board, a 
school committee, or governing board; or by 
giving your opinions to these boards or 
committees. 



4.155 



4.093 



4.064 



1.023 



1.065 



1.106 



.495 



1.303 



Paid School staff - work In the school as an 3 393 
aide, parent educator, assistant teacher, 
assistant librarian, or other such jobs. 

jj N=Number of respondents 

e ImZZZIIuUm 9 ' f0Ur - P ° ,nt S " ,e ° f 1 (Str0n " y d,sa '™> " « C»*«l»y agree) 



2 
3 



4.612 

4.609 
4.311 

4.077 
4.199 
3.960 

3.664 



.688 



.753 
.934 



1.069 



1.003 



1.143 



2 
3 



4.703 



.626 



4.541 
4.420 

4.129 
4.128 
4.030 

3.483 



.832 
.888 

1.039 
1.046 
1.119 

1.439 



9 

ERIC 



546 



547 



Table 



Hean Response and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Year of Survey 



Activities 




1982 
(N=2083) 


1985 
(N=1020) 


ALL 
(N=3103) 


(Total N=3103)* 






Rank d 


X° 


SD C 


Rank d 


X° 


SD C 


Rank d 








TPM 


TPL 


TPM 


TPL 




TPM 


TPL 


Working as full time paid sta f, for example, 
teacher, librarian, teacher aide, cafeteria 
help, etc. 


1.701 


1.144 




5 


2.141 


1.239 






1.839 


1.192 






Helping children with homework. 


3.646 


.644 


2 




3.382 


.963 


3 




3.563 


768 


3 




Visiting the school to see what is happening. 


3.547 


.669 


4 




3.357 


.752 


4 




3.485 


.703 


A 




Going to "open house" or special programs at 
school. 


3.831 


.488 


1 




3.536 


.689 


1 




3.734 


.579 


1 




Going to classes at the school which help you 
teach your children at home. 


2.601 


1.210 






2.618 


1.120 






2.607 


1.178 




j 
1 


Helping with school activities such as coffees, 
pot-luck suppers, fund raising, etc. 


3.436 


.897 






2.919 


1.115 






3.270 


1.001 






Helping teachers with classroom learning 
activities, for example, story telling, 
reading, math games, etc. 


? 117 


1.177 






2.182 


1.189 






2.286 


1.183 






Heloina in thp crhnnl fnr o v 3mn1 r% *. 
mc, k u, y ■ »■ me buiiuui , ror example, tne 

library, reading center, playground, lunchroom, 
nurse's office, etc. 


2.349 


1.228 






2.084 


1.209 






2.263 


1.228 






Going with children and teachers on school 
field trips or picnics, or to parties. 


3.082 


1.064 






2.516 


1.180 






2.897 


1.134 






3 N=Number of respondents 













c SD^andarS ' ^ ° f 1 {neVer take part > to 4 < often take part) 

d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 
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Table 

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Year of Survey 



Activities 
(Total N=3103) a 




19 
(N=2 


82 
083) 


1985 
(N=1020) 


ALL 
(N=3103) 




X» 


SDC 


Rank d 






Rankd 


vb 


SD 4 - 


I Rankd 








TPM 


I 

TPL 




TPM 


TPL 




TPM 


TPL 


Going to workshops or other such educational 
activities for parents at the school. 


? 71fi 


1 • loo 






2.402 


1.189 






2.611 


1.194 






Organizing parent volunteer activities. 


2.609 


1.218 






2.160 


1.180 






2.467 


1.224 






raking part In PTA meetings. 


3.471 


,881 


5 




3.096 


1.011 






3.347 


.942 


5 




Planning the school budget. 


1.782 


1.115 






1.831 


1.101 




3 


1.797 


1.111 




5 


Helping to plan what will be taught In the 
school . 


1.523 


.903 




4 


1.876 


1.169 




5 


1.629 


1.004 




4 


Helping children learn with materials at home, 
for example, games, magazines, books, etc. 


3.343 


.909 






3.286 


.905 






3.325 


.908 


5 




Taking children to places of interest, for 
example, museums, libraries, art galleries 
etc . 


3.243 


.884 






2.998 


1.045 














Working to Improve the schools through 
community groups like neighborhood 
associations, church organizations, LULAC. 
NAACP, etc. 


2.416 


1.190 






2.354 


1.214 






2.396 


1.198 






Helping decide how well school programs work 
(like Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.) 


1.803 


1.072 






1.967 


1.118 






1.852 


1.088 






° N=Number of respondents *" 















c SD=Standard deviation 

d For Rank, TPH=take part most, TPL=take part least 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation In Parent Involvement Activities 

Compared by Year of Survey 



Activities 
(Total N=3103)a 



Working as part time paid staff, for example, 
assistant teacher, room clerk, nurse, health 
aide, etc. 

Helping to decide how well teachers and 
principals do their jobs. 

Helping to hire or fire teachers and 
principals. 

Going to parent/teacher conferences about your 
child's progress. 

Giving ideas to the school board or school 
administration for making changes. 

Going to meeting of the school board. 



1982 
(N=2083) 



1.463 



1.487 



1.203 



3.595 



2.103 



2.035 



.961 



.901 



.621 



.750 



I. Ill 



1.119 



Rankd 



TPM 



TPL 



1985 
(N=1020) 



1.749 



1.833 



1.667 



3.500 



1.959 



1.989 



SD C 



1.152 



1.118 



1.100 



.809 



1.149 



1.129 



Rankd 



TPM TPL 



jj N=Number of respondents 

c SD^d^iaUon 9 3 f ° Ur - P0int SCa1e ° f 1 (neVer take > art > to « <o«en take part) 
d For Rank, TPH=take part most, TPL=take part least 



ALL 

(N=3103) 



Xb 



1.550 

1.588 
1.331 
3.564 
2.059 
2.020 



SDC 



1.031 

.982 
.810 
.772 
1.125 
1.125 



Rankd 



TPM 
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Table 



Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Suggestions about Parent Involvement 

Compared by Year of Survey 



Suggestions 
(Total N=3103)a 



Sending more information to parents about ways 
they could be involved. 

Making parents feel more welcome in the school. 

Helping parents to better understand the 
subjects being taught. 

Having Informal meetings or activities where 
parents and school staff can get to know each 
other better. 

Asking parents in what ways they would like to 
be Involved. 

Giving parents activities they can do at home 
with their children. 

Helping students understand that having their 
parents Involved is important. 

Giving parents more information about 
children's success in school. 



Planning more school activities at times when 
working parents can come. 

Having more activities which include children 
parents and teachers. 



1982 
(N=2083) 



4.089 

4.317 
4.208 

4.162 

4.159 

3.949 

4.178 

4.309 

4.147 

4.201 




.772 

.713 
.716 

.804 

.780 

.885 

.797 

.699 

.836 

.764 



Rank 
9 

1 

3 



7 
10 
5 
2 
8 
4 



1985 
(N=1020) 



4.321 

4.475 
4.413 

4.341 

4.338 
4.364 
4.475 
4.557 
4.472 
.468 



SD C 
.728 

.667 
.692 

.781 

.754 
.750 
.692 
.695 
.735 
.704 



Rank 
9 

2 
5 



6 
2 
i 
3 
4 



ALL 
(N=3103) 



Xb 
4.166 

4.369 
4.276 

4.221 

4.218 

4.085 

4.276 

4.391 

4.254 

4.289 



SD C 
.766 

.702 
.714 

.801 

.776 
.865 
.776 
.695 
.819 
.756 



« sStLsrsiirtijr a f,,e - point sca,e of 1 (def, " ,te » not •»*> * 



5 (definitely would work) 



554 



Table 



Hean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents Become Less Involved 

at High School Compared by Year of Survey 



Suggestions 
(Total N=3103)a 




19 
(N=2 


82 
083) 


1985 
(N=1020) 


ALL 

(N=3103) 




Xb 


SDC 


Rank 




SDC 


Rank 




SDC 


Rank 


Parents may not understand some of the courses 
taken in high school. 


2.295 


.729 


2 


o. cot 


791 
• 1 CI 


1 


3.028 


.741 


1 


The schools are too far away. 

There are too manv tparhprs tn fait tn 

Teachers don't ask parents to be Involved 1n 
school as much. 


2.022 
2. 160 
2.975 


.690 
.693 
.737 


10 
9 
1 


C . C J ? 

2.336 
2.853 


. OjD 

.850 
.854 


in 

1U 

9 

3 


O 111 

2.111 
2.218 
2.935 


.752 
.753 
.780 


10 
9 
2 


Parents do rot have time to be Involved In 
dcuuui dii ivi nes ano wotk at tne same time. 


2.347 


.793 


8 


2.468 


.905 


8 


2.387 


.833 


8 


Children do not want their parents involved 

When thev apt tn Mnh crhnnl 


2.651 


.810 


6 


2.630 


.931 


7 


2.644 


.852 


6 


Parents can't leave smaller children alone at 
home . 


2.376 


.742 


7 


2.756 


.905 


5 


2.502 


.819 


7 


There are not as many parent/teacher 
conferences. 


2.848 


.719 


3 


3.00 


.836 


2 


2.821 


.761 


4 


There are not as many PTA activities for high 
school parents. 


2.841 


.766 


4 


2.807 


.866 


4 


2.830 


.800 


3 


High school principals do not encourage parent 
Involvement 1n the school. 


2.662 


.828 


5 


2.673 


.888 


6 


2.666 


.849 


5 


° N=Number of respondents 













" - ujj/uiut , U 3 111' 

c SD=Standard deviation 

556 

ERLC 



(definitely not work) to 5 (definitely would work) 
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X 



BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES 
ACCORDING TO DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES 
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TABLE 



BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT 
VARIED ACCORDING TO GENDER 

(p <.001) 

Statements eta 2 



7. I usually feel at ease when I visit the school. 

8. I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children like readina 
math, and writing. 



.0035 
.0072 



Roles 



1. Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, parent educator 

assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other such jobs. ' #0267 

2 - School Program Supporter . coming to the school to assist in events- 
ror example, chaperoning a party or field trip, taking tickets at a' 
fund-raising dinner, or such activities. 

3. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with school work or other 
educational activities. 



.0360 
.0057 



4. Audience - supporting your child in school, for example, by going to 
school performances, baking for bake sales, responding to notices from 
the school , etc. 0170 

6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers and principals 

where everyone learns more about children and education. .Oin 

Activities 

1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, librarian, teacher 
aide, cafeteria help, etc. <0043 

2. Helping children with homework. 0061 

3. Visiting the school to see what is happening. .0314 

4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. .0169 

5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach your children a 
hor~ 



6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund 
raising, etc. 



.0192 
.0596 
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TABLE 

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT 
VARIED ACCORDING TO GENDER 
(p £.001) 
(continued) 



Activities 



7 * 5l! 1n ? ?, eachers w ] th classroom learning activities, for example 
story telling, reading, math games, etc. example, 

8. Helping in the school, for example, the library, reading center 
playground, lunchroom, nurse's office, etc. center, 

9 * Trtl pl?t h ies h l 1dren t6aCherS ° n SCh ° 01 field trips or P ir - ni «. 

10 * a^Jhe^cSl!^ 155 ° P ° th6r SUCh educational activities for parents 

11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 

12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 

15 * SS^KSjSc": WUh mateMalS at *™> f0r **^*> ^ames, 

16 ' a^rtga^erlesTeJc 0 / 13 " 5 ° f 1ntereSt ' f ° r 6Xample ' museums « Varies, 
22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's progress. 



2. Making parents feel more welcome in the school. 

4 * Hi 1 !!!*. 1 ?! 0 ? 81 meetin 9 s or activities where parents and school staff 
can get to know each other better. 



eta£ 

.0224 

.0350 

.0738 

.0295 
.0144 
.0193 

.0055 

.0140 
.0244 



Suggestions eta 2 



.0040 
.0042 



Reasons eta 2 
4. Teachers don't ask parents to be involved in school as much. . 0 Q74 
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TABLE 

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED 
ACCORDING TO ETHNICITY 

(p<.001) 

Statements eta 2 

1. Teachers should give me ideas about helping my children with homework. .0062 

2. Teachers should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school. .0816 

3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to work with parents. .0331 

5. Principals should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school. .0290 

6. I want teachers to send more information home about classroom activities. .0108 

9. I do not have enough training to help make school decisions. .0116 

10. I should make sure that my children do their homework. .0166 

H. Working parents do not have time to be involved in school activities. .0518 
12. I would help my children more with homework if I knew what to do. .0157 
14. I cooperate with my children's teachers. #0 265 

16. I want to spend time helping my children get the best education. .0187 

17. I have little to do with my children's success in school. .0359 

18. Parents should take part more in school decisions. .0258 

19. School districts should make rule for involving parents. .0796 

Decisions eta 2 

I. Amount of homework assigned. Q2Q5 

2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. #0 Q86 

4. Placing my children in Special Education. 0106 

5. Evaluating how well my children are learning. .0412 

6. Hiring principal and teachers. #0 Q7o 

7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their job. .0101 
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TABLE 

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED 
ACCORDING TO ETHNICITY 

(p<.001) 
(continued) 



Decisions 

10. Having more multicul tural /bil ingual education in the school. 

11. Making school desegregation plans. 

12. Setting school behavior rules. 

13. Setting school -ules for grading and passing children. 

14. Helping the school decide what to teach and how. 



eta? 
.1033 
.0263 
.0069 
.0180 
.0238 



R° 1es eta£ 

1. Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, parent educator 

assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other such jobs. ' . 0 373 

3 * Mrra-iSfltfJT children at home with sch001 work or other 



.0250 

5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials to ask for 

changes in rules or practices in the school or school system. .0072 

6 - Co -Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers and principals 

where everyone learns more about children and education. , 02 83 

7. Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a school committee, or 
governing board; or by giving your opinions to these boards or 
committees. 

.0102 

Activities eta£ 

.0537 

2. Helping children with homework. 0134 

3. Visiting the school to see what is happening. >0 092 

4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. .0832 

5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach you:- children at 
home. 



.0102 

6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund 

raising, etc. >0343 
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TABLE 

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED 
ACCORDING TO ETHNICITY 

(p<.001) 
(continued) 



Activities eta 2 



9. Going with children and teachers on school field trips or picnics, or to 
part 1 6s « * 



.0357 
.0084 
.0265 



11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 

12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 

13. Planning the school budget. 00 g 6 

14. Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. .0462 

15. Helping children learn with materials at home, for example, qames, 
magazines, books, etc. * 

16. Taking children to places of interest, for example, museums, libraries, 
art galleries, etc. ' 



.0106 
.0157 

17. Working to improve the schools through community groups like neighborhood 
associations, church organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc. >013g 

18. Helping decide how well school programs work (like Title I, Follow 

Through, ESAA, etc.) >0735 

19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant teacher, room 

clerk, nurse, health aide, etc. >0548 

20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs. .0699 

21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals. .0799 

22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's progress. .0305 
24. Going to meeting of the school board. .0103 

Suggestions et a 2 

1. Sending more information to parents about ways they 

could be involved. >0243 

2. Making parents feel more welcome in the school. .0309 



0 
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TABLE 

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED 
ACCORDING TO ETHNICITY 

(p<.001) 
(continued) 

Suggestions eta 2 

3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects being taught. , 0 363 

4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents and school 
staff can get to know each other better. 

5. Asking parents in what ways they would like to be involved. 

6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with their children, 

7. Helping students understand that having their parents involved is 
important. 

8. Giving parents more information about children's success in school. 

9. Planning more school activities at times when working parents can come. .0426 

10. Having more activities which include children, parents and teachers. .0475 

Reasons eta 2 



1. Parents may nt understand some of the courses taken in high school. 

2. The schools are too far away. 

3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 

4. Teachers don't ask parents to be involved in school as much. 

5. Parents do not have time to be involved in school activities and 
work at the same time. 

7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 

8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 



.0287 
.0285 
.0777 



.0582 
.0395 



.0345 
.0217 
.0074 
.0182 

.0080 
.0457 
.0087 
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TABLE 

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED 
ACCORDING TO EDUCATIONAL LEVEL 

(Pi.001) 

Statements eta 2 

2. Teachers should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school. .0432 

3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to work with parents. .0400 

4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. #0 094 

5. Principals should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school. .0125 

7. I usually feel at ease when I visit the school. >0059 

8. I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children like readinq 

math, and writing. 3 ' 03g8 

9. I do not have enough training to help make school decisions. .0893 

11. Working parents do not have time to be involved in school activities. .1394 

12. I would help my children more with homework if I knew what to do. .0378 

16. I want to spend time helping my children get the best education. .0003 

17. I have little to do with my children's success in school. .0950 

19. School districts should make rules for involving parents. .0205 

20. I should help evaluate my children's teachers and principal. .0209 

Decisions eta 2 

2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. .0079 

6. Hiring principal and teachers. <0123 

7. Evaluating how we'll principals and teachers do their job. .0129 

9. Firing principal and teachers. <0100 

10. Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the school. .0106 
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TABLE 

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAI VARIED 
ACCORDING TO EDUCATIONAL LEVEL 
(p<..001) 
(continued) 

Roles 

f»™ School Staff - work in the school as an aide, parent educator, 
assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other such jobs. 

2 - School Program Supporter - coming to the school to assist in events- 
JL e ^S!n' c J aperon1n 9 a party or field trip, taking tickets at a' 
fund-raising dinner, or such activities. 

3 - "y!j"; o r - "•!*!;» * our children at home with school work or other 
educational activities. 

4. Audience - supporting your child in school, for example, by going to 
ich^erformances, baking for bake sales, responding to Notices from 

5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials to ask for 
changes in rules or practices in the school or school system. 

7. Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a school committee, or 
governing board; or by giving your opinions to these boards or 
committees. 



eta? 
.0239 

.0112 
.0060 

.0263 
.0068 

.0138 



Activities eta 2 

U tZe n lfltlr]l Pa I d Staff ' f0r examp1e » teacher > ^brarian, teacher 

aiae, cafeteria help, etc. 0214 

2. Helping children with homework. 

3. Visiting the school to see what is happening. 

4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 

6 * raising "lie aCtivities such as c ^fees, pot-luck suppers, fund 

9. Going with children and teachers on school field trips or picnics 
or to parties. ' 

12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 

14. Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. .0266 



.0100 
.0090 
.0460 

.0217 

.0150 
.0248 
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TABLE 

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED 
ACCORDING TO EDUCATIONAL LEVEL 
(P<.001) 
(continued) 



Activities eta 2 

15 * !l!L Pi ? 9 chi J dren 1earn with materials at home, for example, games, 
magazines, books, etc. * samc3 > 

16 ' Irt i nJn hi - dren 1° pla " S 0f interest » for example, museums, libraries, 

18. Helping decide how well school programs work (like Title I. Follow 
Through, ESAA, etc.) 

19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant teacher, room 
clerk, nurse, health aide, etc. 

20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs. 

21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals. 

22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's progress. .0252 



23. Giving ideas to the school board r school administration for makinq 
changes. 3 

24. Going to meeting of the school board. 



3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects being taught. 

7. Helping students understand that having their parents involved is> 
important. 



.0184 

.0232 

.0289 

.0164 
.0267 
.0470 



.0119 
.0087 



Suggestions eta 2 



.0060 
.0066 



Reasons eta 2 

1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken in high school. .0220 

2. The schools are too far away. >0347 

3. There are too many teachers to talk to. >02 oi 

5. Parents do not have time to be involved in school activities and 

work at the same time. 0238 

7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. .0322 
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TABLE 



.0331 
.0198 
.0041 



BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT 
VARIED ACCORDING TO MARITAL STATUS 
(p<.001) 

Statements eta 2 

2. Teeners should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school. 

3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to work with parents. 

4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 

5. Principals should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school. .0118 

8 * mat'hrandtnfng? *™ ^ t0 my Child ™ like ™»"9. 

9. I do not have enough training to help make school decisions. 

11. Working parents do not have time to be involved in school activities. 

12. I would help my children more with homework if I knew what to do. 
17. I have little to do with my children's success in school. 
19. School districts should make rules for involving parents. 



,0093 
,0051 
0229 
0046 
0229 
0168 



Pectoris eta 2 
5. Evaluating how well my children are learning. >0052 
10. Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the school. .0107 

Ro^es eta£ 

.0050 



l - j!*? 0 ; St ; ff - work 1" th « school as an aide, parent educator, 
assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other such jobs. 

2 * School Program Supporter - coming to the school to assist in events- for 
example, chaperoning a part or field trip, taking tickets a? a fundi 
raising dinner, or such activities. 0042 



4 - ^ience - supporting your child in school, for example, by going to 
schooTTerformances, baking for bake sales, responding to notices from 



.0233 
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TABLE 

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED 
ACCORDING TO MARITAL STATUS 

(P<.001) 
(continued) 



Activities eta 2 



U ?a°feteria fU ne1p! m et?? id f ° P examp1e ' t6aCher ' librarian « teacher 

3. Visiting the school to see what is happening. 

4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 

6 * SSSljJ "If! SCh ° 01 activities such as "ffees, pot-luck suppers, fund 

9. Going with children and teachers; on school field trips or picnics, or to 

11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 

12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 

14. Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. 

18. Helping decide how well school programs work (like Title I, Follow 
Through, ESAA, etc.) 

19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant teacher, room 
clerk, nurse, health aide, etc. 

20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs. 

21. Helping to nire or fire teachers and principals. 

22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's progress. 



.0171 
.0063 
.0515 

.0175 

.0170 
.0070 
.0156 
.0277 

.0219 

.0279 
.0489 
.0635 
.0062 



Suggestions eta 2 

2. Making parents feel more welcome in the school. 0070 

3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects being taught. .0079 

4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents and school 

staff can get to know each other better. #0 Q65 

6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with their children. .0144 
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TABLE 

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED 
ACCORDING TO MARITAL STATUS 

(p<.001) 
(continued) 



Suggestions eta2 



? * 1mpSr?In?!' UdentS Understand that havin 9 th9ir Plants involved is 

8. Giving parents more information about children's success in school. 

9. Planning more school activities at times when working parents can come. 

10. Having more activities which include children, parents and teachers. 

Reasons 

1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken in high school. 

2. The schools are too far away. 

3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 

5 * ? Zt n ll ?h " Ct h3 ! e t1me t0 be invo1ved in sch001 activities and 
work at the same time. 

7. Parents can't leave smaller children aTcne at home. 



.0044 
.0090 
.0089 
.0066 

eta 2 
.0180 
.0070 
.0037 

.0089 
.0208 
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TABLE 








BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED 
ACCORDING TO FAMILY WORK STATUS 

(Pi.001) 








Statements 


eta? 




2. 


Teachers should give me ideas about helping my children with homework. 


.0237 




3. 


Teachers have enough to do without also having to work with parents. 


.0176 


• 


5. 


Principals should be in charge of getting parents involved in the 
school . 


.0113 




8. 


I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children like reading 
math, and writing. 


.0094 




9. 


I do not have enough training to help make school decisions. 


.0105 




11. 


Working parents do not have time to be involved in school activities. 


.0185 




12. 


I would help my children more with homework if I knew what to do. 


.0075 




13. 


I should have the final word in decisions about my children's education. 


.0061 




17. 


I have little to do with my children's success in school. 


.0242 




2C. 


I should help evaluate my children's teachers and principal. 

Decisions 


.0180 
eta 2 




7. 


Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their job. 


.0060 




10. 


Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the school. 

Roles 


.0068 
eta? 




1. 


Paid School Staff - work in the school a< an p.,.-* Mu-ritTr 
assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other such jobs. 


.0130 




2. 


School Program Supporter - comina to the srhnni tn a«-iQt i„ » uon tc, f ^ r 
example, chaperoning a part or field trip, taking tickets at a fund- 
raising dinner, or such activities. 


.0385 




3. 


Home Tutor - helDinq vour children at hnm P with crhnni ^ r other 
educational activities. 


.0057 
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TABLE 

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED 
ACCORDING TO FAMILY WORK STATUS 
(p<.001) 
(continued) 



Mies eta2 



4. Audience - supporting your child i school, for example, by going to 
school performances, baking for bake sales, responding to notices 
from the school , etc. 



.0298 

6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers and principals 

where everyone learns more about children and education. .0047 

Activities eta 2 

1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, librarian, 
teacher aide, cafeteria help, etc. 

3. Visiting the school to see what is happening. 

4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 

6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund 
raising, etc. ' 

7. Helping teachers with classroom learning activities, for example, story 
telling, reading, math games, etc. * 



10. Going to workshops or other such educational activities for parents 
at the school . 



.0493 
.0301 
.0485 

.0481 

.0157 



8. Helping in the school, for example, the library, reading center, 
playground, lunchroom, nurse's office, etc. >0 273 

9. Going with children and teachers on school field trips or picnics or 
to parties. 



.0757 

.0155 
.0351 



11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 

12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 0359 

14. Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. , 0 327 

18. Helping decide how well school programs work (like Title I, Follow 

Through, ESAA, etc.). >0215 
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TABLE 

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED 
ACCORDING TO FAMILY WORK STATUS 

(Pl.OOl) 
(continued) 

Activities eta 2 

19 ' S^rJ^JS Pa i d St J ff ' f0r example ' *«1stant teacher, room 
clerk, nurse, health aide, etc* 

• U4oo 

20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs. .0417 

21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals. 

22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's progress. 



.0680 
.0100 



Suggestions eta 2 

4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents and school staff 

can get to know each other better, 0054 

6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with their children. .0158 

7. Helping students understand that having their parents involved is 
important. 



.0053 
.0100 



8. Giving parents more information about children's success in school. 

9. Planning more school activities at times when working parents can come. .0211 

10. Having more activities which include children, parents and teachers. .0069 

Reasons eta 2 

1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken in high school. .0177 

2. The schools are too f ar away. 

3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 

5. Parents do not have time to be involved in school activities and work 

at the same time. 00 g 6 

7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. .0131 



.0092 
.0073 
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TABLE 

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT 
VARIED ACCORDING TO CITY SIZE 
(p<.001) 



Statements 

1. Teachers should give me ideas about helping my children with homework. 

2. Teachers should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school. 

3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to work with parents. 

5. Principals should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school. 

6. I want teachers to send more information home about classroom activities. 
10. I should make sure that my children do their homework. 

12. I would help my children more with homework if I knew what to do. 

17. I have little to do with my children's success in school. 

Decisions 

1. Amount of homework assigned. 

2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 

4. placing my children in Special Education. 

5. Evaluating how well my children are learning. 

7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their job. 

8. Deciding what's most important for the school budget. 
10. Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the school. 

Roles 

1. Paid School staff - work in the school as an aide, parent educator 
assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other such jobs. 

2 - School Program Supporter - coming to the school to assist in events- 
for example, chaperoning a party or field trip, taking tickets at a' 
fund-raising dinner, or such activities. 



eta? 
.0097 
.0510 
.0146 
.0341 
.0094 
.0142 
.0112 
.022?; 



eta'? 



.0215 
.0046 
.0162 
.0550 
.0061 
.0025 
.0126 

eta 2 

.0146 

.0055 



ERIC 



574 



TABLE 

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT 
VARIED ACCORDING TO CITY SIZE 
(P<.001) 
(continued) 



3. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with school work or other 
educational activities. 



Ro1 es eta£ 

.0069 



4. Audience - supporting your child in school, for example, by going to 
school performances, baking for bake sales, responding to notices from 
the school , etc. 



.0083 

6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers and principals 

where everyone learns more about children and education. .0070 

Activities eta 2 

1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, librarian 
teacher aide, cafeteria help, etc. 

2. Helping children with homework. 

3. Visiting the school to see what is happening. 



16. Taking children to places of interest, for example, museums, libraries, 
art galleries, etc. 



.0237 
.0223 
.0067 



4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. .0439 

6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck suppers 

fund raising, etc. vv * ^ Qm 

9. Going with children and teachers on school field trips or picnics or to 

Part1es ' ' .0289 

11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. .0127 

12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 

13. Planning the school budget. 

14. Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. 



0164 
0059 
0293 



.0089 



18. Helping decide how well school programs work (like Title I, Follow 

Through, ESAA, etc.) >0183 
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TABLE 

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT 
VARIED ACCORDING TO CITY SIZE 

(pcoon 

(continueu) 

Activities eta 2 

19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant teacher, room 

clerk, nurse, health aide, etc. 0151 

20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs. .0325 

21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals. >0613 
24. Going to meeting of the school board. 006g 

Suggestions eta 2 

1. Sending more information to parents about ways they could be involved. .0166 

2. Making parents feel more welcome in the school. >0 148 

3. Helping parents to better understand tfca subjects being taught. .0173 

4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents and school staff 
can get to know each other better. 

5. Asking parents in what ways they would like to be involved. 

6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with their children. 

7. Helping students understand that having their parents involved is 
important. 

8. Giving parents more information about children's success in school. 

9. Planning more school activities at times when working parents can come. .0343 

10. Having more activities which include children, parents and teachers. .0289 



.0148 
.0164 
.0422 

.0353 
.0289 
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March 19, 1985 



ffl 

Dear Colleague: 

The Division of Family, School and Community Studies at the Southwest 
Educational Development Laboratory in Austin .1s comprised of three major 
projects: These are in the (1) Parent Involvement in Education Project, 
(2) Ways to Improve Schools and Education Project, and (3) Working Parents 
Project. 

Although each project has a distinct focus, their overall goal is to 
help improve the quality of education and the effectiveness of elementary 
and secondary schools. Each project has been engaged in long term R&D 
efforts to generate Information that can be used to accomplish this goal. 

As part of the division's collaborative activities during FY85, we are 
sharing information about our project outcomes with persons 1n other Labs 
and Centers working on projects with emphases similar or related to ours. 
Enclosed please find executive summaries of work from one or more of our 
projects which we feel are related to those with which you are involved. 
Hopefully these will be useful in your research, development and/or dis- 
semination efforts. 

We request that you send us information about any of your projects 
which could be of interest or assistance to our efforts here at SEDL. We 
will be glad to share this information with professional and lay educators 
through our dissemination activities in the SEDL region. 

Look forward to hearing from you 1n the near future. 8est wishes for 
continued success 1n your endeavors. 

Sincerely, 



David L. Williams, Jr. (Dr.) 
Director 

01v1sion of Family, School and 
Community Studies 

DLW/sl 
Enclosures 
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